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Teheran, IRAN – At the time of going to 
print, the entire world was on a knife-
edge as it awaited Iran’s response to 
a�acks on three of its nuclear sites 
overnight on 21 June 2025 by the US in a 
decision by President Donald Trump 
despite his earlier indecision about 
entering the war between Iran and Israel. 
Trump claimed that the US had wiped out 
Iran’s nuclear capability completely with 
its Operation Midnight Hammer, which 
involved decoy planes while over 125 
planes, a submarine and 14 "bunker 
buster" bombs were deployed. But an 
adviser to Iran’s supreme leader said the 
country still had its stockpile of enriched 
uranium despite a�acks by the US on key 
nuclear sites. “Even if nuclear sites are 
destroyed, game isn’t over, enriched 
materials,  indigenous knowledge, 
political will remain,” Ali Shamkhani said in 
a post on X. He added that the “political 
and operational initiative is now with the 
side that plays smart, avoids blind strikes. 
Surprises will continue!”

New York, USA – A dra� resolution on the 
Iran con�ict proposed by Russia, China, 
and Pakistan which condemns, in the 
strongest terms, the a�acks against the 
peaceful nuclear sites and facilities 
safeguarded by the IAEA in Iran, will only 
be debated at the UN in the next few 
days. It cites the a�ack as posing a grave 
threat to international peace and security. 
But analysts expect the call for an 
immediate and unconditional cease�re to 
be vetoed by the US.

New York, USA - UN Secretary General 
António Guterres said at an Emergency 
Session of the UN Security Council that 
the bombing of Iranian nuclear facilities 

by the US marks “a perilous turn in a 
region that is already reeling. “We now 
risk descending into a rathole of 
retaliation a�er retaliation. To avoid it, 
diplomacy must prevail, civilians must be 
protected, safe maritime navigation must 
be guaranteed. We must act immediately 
and decisively to halt the �ghting and 
return to serious, sustained negotiations 
on the Iran nuclear programme. �e UN 
stands ready to support any and all 
efforts toward a peaceful resolution,” he 
said.

Makkah, SAUDI ARABIA – �is year’s Hajj 
saw the lowest number of pilgrims in 
three decades, except during the Covid-
19 period, statistics released by the Hajj 
Ministry have shown. �ere were 
1,506,576 international pilgrims, while 
166,654 were residents of Saudi Arabia. 
�is total was 160,000 less than those of 
the 2024 Hajj season. �e record is still 
3.16 million Hajjis in 2012. Stricter entry 
protocols,  health and vaccination 
requirements,  more rigorous v isa 
p r o c e s s i n g ,  a n d  t i g h t e n e d 
s c re e n i n g — m e a s u re s  t h a t  w e re 
introduced during the pandemic, are 
believed to have had an impact on this 
year’s number of pilgrims.

Makkah, SAUDI ARABIA – Umrah is 
about to become even more difficult for 
many pilgrims, who are now required to 
have con�rmed hotel bookings only at 
venues approved by the Ministry of 
Tourism before a visa will be granted. �e 
complete booking must be submi�ed 
and approved before a visa will be 
granted. While travel agents say this will 
complicate ma�ers, Saudi officials said 
the new policy will strengthen oversight, 

curb fraudulent bookings, prevent 
overcapacity at popular properties, and 
guarantee minimum quality standards.

Madinah, SAUDI ARABIA – Smart 
interactive screens that provide religious 
guidance and educational material in 23 
languages at Masjid-e-Nabawi have 
proved very popular this year. �ese 
multilingual displays allow worshipers to 
access and download da’wah brochures, 
religious texts, and guidance booklets via 
simple QR scans directly to their 
smartphones. Field awareness teams are 
also present on the ground to support the 
digital rollout, ensuring that pilgrims 
receive personalised assistance along 
with tech-based resources. Officials 
described the program as a “qualitative 
leap” in Islamic education—bridging the 
gap between tradition and technology.

Kuala Lumpur, MALAYSIA – Travel 
industry representatives have welcomed 
Malaysia’s selection as the world’s leading 
Muslim-friendly travel destination for 
2025, in the Global Muslim Travel Index 
for the tenth consecutive year. �e 
accolade was presented at the 4th Halal in 
Travel Awards in Singapore, where 
Deputy Minister of Tourism, Arts and 
Culture Khairul Firdaus Akbar Khan 
accepted on Malaysia’s behalf. Khan said 
the collaboration between government 
bodies, private-sector partners, and local 
communities in ensuring Malaysia’s 
continuing success. �e report cited 
South Africa as one of the countries which 
has shown improvements in halaal dining 
options, prayer facilities, and culturally 
sensitive services.



by: Iqbal Jassat - MRN 

As is the case in Israel's horrendous holocaust in Gaza, where the 
Zionist regime led by an indicted war criminal Benjamin Netanyahu 
has desperately attempted to influence public opinion to support 
the genocide, so too is he at wits end to garner global support for his 
unjustified war on Iran.  

That he is perplexed and deeply anxious about how the world has 
reacted to his aggressive unprovoked military action in Iran, is 
evident in his sharp rebuke of critics who dared to question his 
justification for attacking Iran.  

The line he uses is all too familiar and reflective of his deep-seated 
hatred of Islam and Muslims, especially and particularly those who 
refuse to bow to Zionism.  

Indeed, Netanyahu’s bloody history is steeped in vile Islamophobia. 
As a delusional self-declared "authority" on the extremely 
provocative term "Islamic Terrorism", he has authored a few books 
on the same contentious theme. 

For instance during the mid-1980s, his book "Terrorism: How the 
West Can Win", despite its sloppy propaganda disguised as 
"research", Netanyahu used his poison pen to attack Islam and 
Muslims in the most undignified racist terms. His objective was to 
propagate the idea "that terrorism and violence is congenital to 
Islam and Muslims", as one reviewer wrote.  

Just over a decade ago, we are reminded by the United Nations that 
from the podium of the General Assembly, Netanyahu "warned the 
world of the grave threat he said it faced from militant Islam’s desire 
to dominate the planet, be they Sunni extremists or Iran...".  

VOA reports at the time spelled out that Netanyahu tied the "Jewish 
state's fight against Hamas militants in the Gaza Strip to the larger 
global fight against Islamic State militants".  

His Islamophobic rhetoric was matched by an equally virulent 
Iranophobia, a position he has held over the decades until now. 

In his later book "Fighting Terrorism: How Democracies Can Defeat 
Domestic and International Terrorists" published in 2001, 
Netanyahu once again resorted to highly provocative anti-Muslim 
rhetoric while battling to counter a public profile of himself as the 
high-priest of Zionist terrorism.  

In it he blamed "Islamic militants" as the architects of "international 
terrorism" and that they draw "inspiration and directives" from Iran. 
His outrageous claims are presented as "facts", whereas the truth is 

that none of his allegations have been proven, as is the case today 
with the war launched on Iran on the back of manufactured lies.  

As head of an illegitimate settler-colonial apartheid regime, 
Netanyahu had the audacity to dub the United Nations Human 
Rights Council as a “terrorist rights council”, in his attempt to defend 
the atrocities in Gaza as a "moral imperative".

Paul Racco, writing in Mondoweiss captured Israel's tactic brilliantly 
as a "... mutual relationship between Zionism and its crutch: 
Islamophobia". 

In other words, if Netanyahu is to be believed, his settler colony and 
Western allies share liberal, rational and philanthropic values not the 
medievalism of Islam and Iran. 

It is thus encouraging to note that unlike the shrills of support for 
Netanyahu’s killing spree by local Zionist organisations, the South 
African government has expressed strong views against Israel's 
attack on Iran. 

Minister of International Relations and Cooperation Ronald Lamola 
did not mince his words when he said that the attack on Iran raised 
serious concerns about international law, including principles of 
sovereignty, territorial integrity, and the protection of civilians 
enshrined in the UN Charter and international humanitarian law. 

These concerns go to the heart of the debate over Iran's sovereign 
rights to pursue nuclear energy as a signatory of the NPT which Israel 
is not despite possessing untold number of atomic bombs.  

The implication for nuclear safety and security arising from Israel's 
attacks on facilities known and verified as peaceful by the IAEA, lie in 
Netanyahu’s lap.  

Lamola's warning that IAEA resolutions against armed attacks on 
peaceful nuclear installations as violations of the UN Charter and 
international law - which Israel has defied - is a timely reminder.  

Apart from Netanyahu’s manufactured lies and prejudice against 
Iran and Islam, the Zionist apartheid regime has yet again failed the 
test of Article 51 of the UN Charter which requires clear evidence of 
an imminent armed attack. 
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With the unprovoked conflict started by the Zionist entity against 
Iran several questions arise. These questions may result in answers 
which would then have a number of extremely worrisome 
consequences. On examining these consequences, we need to be 
awakened to become active in advocating the return of and 
implementation of international law on an equitable and unbiased 
manner. This activism must be on a massive global scale.

The first question is: How long will it be before America becomes 
active in the war? With the beatings taken by the Zionist entity it 
should not be surprising that the worn-out phrase on “existential 
threat” will be pulled out and in order to ensure the survival of the 
colonial settlement project. It would be surprising if we find that the 
Americans will limit themselves to only military support going 
forward and not engaging directly in the war, as they are claiming at 
the moment. Bearing in mind the threat by Trump that the residents 
of Teheran must evacuate together with his threat to assassinate 
Ayatollah and with America green lighting the initial attack by the 
Zionist entity clearly shows that America is complicit. This together 
with the threat of the “Sampson option” makes it difficult not to 
forecast American direct military intervention. If that happens 
countries who will directly be negatively affected by the threat to 
their shipping lines and curtailing of critical supplies necessary for 
their economy and security will also intervene. The result will be the 
unleashing of the third world war. The “Sampson option” is the 
threat that if Israel goes down then the Zionist entity will ensure that 
it does not go down alone and will use its nuclear capability on its 
perceived foes as well as causing internal destruction. The attitude 
like a spoiled brat i.e., if I cannot get it no one will.”

The second question is: “Will this conflict lead to nuclear 
confrontation”? Under normal circumstances the answers would be 
a definite no. However, with world leadership (in the political sense) 
being megalomaniacs and some suffering from cognitive issues this 
cannot be ruled out, more so when defeat is been perceived to be 

staring at the face of the combatants. If Iran is attacked with nuclear 
or threatened with nuclear attack it should be borne in mind that 
both Russia and Pakistan have declared that Iran is under their 
nuclear umbrella.

Any use of nuclear weapons will be a global disaster. The effect of a 
“nuclear winter” will cause food insecurity leading to billions to die 
of malnutrition. This will not only be confined to the global south.

The third question is: Is America doing the bidding of Israel or is 
Israel doing the bidding of America?’ The answer is basically “I wash 
your back you wash mine.” The dominance of the dollar is waning. 
This is a direct result of the policies of Trump and his predecessors 
who having weaponised the dollar has caused BRICS members and 
other global South nations to move away from the dollar. This has 
negatively affected the American position as the unipolar power 
and leading to the effecting of a multi polar world. Furthermore, the
failing economies of the Americans and the Zionist entity has 
pushed them in a corner of desperation. It is the desperation of two 
falling empires that in their mind only armed conflict on a mass scale 
will provide the solution to the saving of their doomed empires. The 
enslavement of the global south by these imperialists is the only 
paragraph of their playbook for obtaining and controlling their 
power. Considering that after the second world war a mechanism 
was instituted that would enhance the control of the imperialist. It is 
the use of these mechanism such as the ICC and the ICJ to the 
disadvantage of the architects of this apparatus that has requires a 
reconfiguration of these mechanisms to prevent the exposure of 
their dastardly deeds.

The above paints a grim picture and demands a worldwide 
vociferous voice and activism to stop a disaster.

This needs to be instituted with urgency failing which we may not 
have a world.
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As the Israel-Iran war intensifies, the world is witnessing one of the 
most alarming geopolitical developments in recent history. Though 
Pakistan is not a direct combatant, the implications of the 
confrontation between these two powerful regional states are 
deeply felt across Islamabad’s diplomatic, economic, and security 
landscape. In this environment of escalating tensions, Pakistan has 
chosen a cautious but morally grounded path, reaffirming its 
principles of sovereignty, regional peace, and Islamic solidarity.

Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif has taken a firm stance, 
expressing Pakistan’s full solidarity with Iran in the face of what he 
described as Israel’s “unprovoked and unjustified aggression.” In his 
conversation with Iranian President Dr. Masoud Pezeshkian, PM 
Shehbaz reiterated that the Israeli attacks on Iran were a blatant 
violation of international law and the UN Charter, adding that Iran 
has a legitimate right to defend itself and its sovereignty under 
Article 51 of the Charter.

He also expressed his condolences over the loss of life resulting from 
the attacks and assured the Iranian leadership of Pakistan’s support. 
This was further underscored by Pakistan’s position at the UN 
Security Council emergency session, where Islamabad stood 
alongside Tehran. In a post on X, PM Shehbaz described Israel’s 
actions as a grave threat to global stability, warning that the 
aggression could lead to uncontrollable escalation in an already 
volatile region.

In a coordinated and timely response, Pakistan’s Foreign Office and 
top security officials denied international media reports suggesting 
that Pakistan had supplied ballistic missiles to Iran. These reports, 
dismissed as propaganda by officials in Islamabad, were seen as 
attempts to embroil Pakistan in a direct confrontation. The Foreign 
Office categorically stated that all border crossings with Iran remain 
open and operational and there has been no interruption in 
bilateral relations.

Defence Minister Khawaja Asif also weighed in, slamming Israel’s 
nuclear policy and the Western world’s selective enforcement of 
international regulations. He noted that Israel, being outside the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) framework, operates with 
impunity and poses a significant threat to global security. By 
contrast, he emphasized, Pakistan’s nuclear program is purely for 
defense and adheres to international norms.

In addressing the fallout of the Israel-Iran conflict, it is essential to 
assess the multilayered implications for Pakistan:

Regional Security: Pakistan shares a long border with Iran. Any 
destabilization in Iran directly affects Pakistan’s security 
environment, especially in border regions like Balochistan. 
Increased cross-border tensions, refugee influxes, or militant activity 
could severely strain Pakistan’s internal stability.

Sectarian Sensitivities: Pakistan has a diverse sectarian landscape 
with both Sunni and Shia communities. With the Israel-Iran conflict 
taking on broader sectarian overtones, Islamabad must work to 
maintain national unity and prevent the conflict from being 
imported into its domestic discourse.

Diplomatic Balance: Navigating diplomatic relationships is 
becoming increasingly challenging for Pakistan. On one hand, it must 
maintain strong ties with Iran and the broader Islamic world; on the 
other, it must ensure that it does not alienate key international 
partners, including the United States and Gulf allies. A misstep could 
compromise crucial diplomatic and economic engagements.

Economic Impact: Rising oil prices due to the Middle Eastern conflict 
could aggravate inflation in Pakistan, burdening the common citizen. 
Trade routes, especially maritime pathways, may also be disrupted, 
affecting imports and exports.

Opportunity for Leadership: This crisis also presents a diplomatic 
opening for Pakistan to position itself as a mediator. The Prime 
Minister's discussions with leaders such as Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan indicate that Islamabad is prepared to play a 
constructive role in promoting dialogue and conflict resolution.

In a joint statement issued by foreign ministers from 20 Islamic 
countries, including Pakistan, there was a unanimous call for a de-
escalation of hostilities and respect for international law. These 
nations emphasized the importance of preserving the sovereignty 
of states and avoiding any targeting of nuclear facilities, a particularly 
sensitive issue given Israel’s suspected strikes on Iranian missile sites. 
The statement also advocated for the establishment of a Middle East 
free of nuclear weapons and reiterated the need for all regional 
players to become signatories to the NPT. 

In domestic remarks, PM Shehbaz Sharif continued to voice strong 
opposition to Israeli military actions not only against Iran but also in 
Gaza, where he noted that over 50,000 Palestinians have lost their 
lives. Addressing his cabinet, he called for the global community to 
act decisively and prevent further bloodshed. He reaffirmed that 
Pakistan’s moral position will not waver, even in the face of 
international pressure.

In conclusion, the Israel-Iran war presents both serious risks and 
important opportunities for Pakistan. By maintaining its principled 
stance, countering misinformation, and actively participating in 
multilateral diplomacy, Pakistan can protect its national interests 
while contributing meaningfully to regional peace. The stakes are 
high, but so is Pakistan’s potential to play a stabilizing and moral role 
in these turbulent times.
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How everyday discrimination 
shapes lives of Muslims in India

By: Mohammad Mohsin

In India, hate speeches and disparaging remarks toward Muslims have 
increased during the tenure of the Hindu nationalist party, Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP). The Washington-based India Hate Lab has 
recorded 1,165 of these incidents, with 98.5% of the targeted 
defamation directed against Muslims in India.
On February 18, 2025 during the budget session, the Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath used derogatory slur “Kathmulla” against Muslims. It 
was not the first instance in public space, in September 2023, BJP’s 
Member of Parliament (MP) Ramesh Bidhuri also referred to MP 
Kunwar Danish Ali as a “terrorist” and a “pimp” in Parliament. The rise 
of sexualized hate, communal slur, and anti Muslim slogans has been 
normalized by the Hindu nationalists. 
Recently, in Bihar and Rajasthan during the Shivratri and Holi 
celebration, ‘love jihad’ tableau in Munger and Bhilwara district was 
visible in Hindu supremacists’ processions. This has become a daily 
struggle and the constant source of humiliation for Muslims, with 
targeted hate speeches, attacks on mosques and madrasas, 
persecution of interfaith couples, and the demolition of homes to 
reinforce their marginalization in India. 
The aforementioned headlines of targeted instances in newspapers, 
social media or TV debates and the trends of stereotyping Muslims in 
Hindi films are here only to stimulate you with the deeper and 
disturbing unfolds in the lives of Indian Muslims which has lead to the 
erosion of the self-worth, the internalization of inferiority and the 
covert identity negotiation necessary to endure in a culture that 
frequently views Muslims as the questionable citizens. Article 25 of 
the Indian Constitution guarantees the right to freedom of religion, 
allowing individuals to profess, practice, and propagate their faith, 
but instead of asserting their fundamental rights and owning their 
identity, Indian Muslims have self-censored themselves in the public 
realm. 
The American sociologist W.E.B. Du Bois’s “Double consciousness”, 
which resonates with a sense of perplexity among Muslims, facing in 
public spaces, navigating the self. Moreover, Muslims are very 
apprehensive of the violent moment when they are practicing their 
‘Muslimness’ in public spaces, like greeting in public transport, 
wearing a skullcap and hijab.
This has become the norm for Indian Muslims to live with this kind of 
identity crisis, and it reflects on their compulsive ‘otherworldly’ 
perception of themselves. 
The contemporary discriminatory attitude of Hindu nationalists is not 
just about present-day politics, it is the product of a long historical 
process that has shaped their imagination of Muslims as the eternal 
“other”. The Dutch anthropologist Peter Van der Veer, in his book 
‘Religious Nationalism: Hindus and Muslims in India’, argues that 
Indian Muslims’ identity has been socially constructed as the “foreign 
element” by the Hindu nationalist movements before and after 
partition. Hindu Nationalism is not merely a political ideology but a 
deeply ingrained cultural and psychological framework. How Indian 
Muslims are treated is a combination of historical anxieties and socio-
political dimensions. Hindu nationalists’ victimhood of Muslim ruler’s 
where they portray Muslims as aggressors and oppressors, the 
perception of loyalty to Pakistan or global Islamic movements, making 
them potential internal enemies. 
Therefore, the Hindutva leaders manipulate these psychological 
tendencies to consolidate Hindu votes by evoking fears of Muslim 
appeasement or Islamic dominance. Further, through this framework, 
there are some challenging questions which come to the minds of 
individuals who perpetuate the discrimination, for instance, “Why are 
the Hindu nationalist movements trying to eliminate Muslim heritage 
by renaming cities and taking back mosques? What causes Muslims to 
be underrepresented in government yet overrepresented in prisons? 
Why is it simpler for a Pakistani Hindu refugee to obtain Indian 
citizenship than it is for a native Muslim in India?”
Because Muslims are viewed by the deep-seated historical ‘gaze’ by 
Hindu nationalists as permanent intruders whose existence must 
always be questioned, controlled or eradicated, influencing the daily 

lives of Indian Muslims.
Further, this gaze functions as a social mirror where Indian Muslims see 
themselves through the perceptions of others, reinforcing power 
dynamics of Hindu nationalists. It is not just a gaze where you 
pressurize your eyeball on someone for a long time, rather it is the 
“scrutinization” which transforms it into the racial gaze. The idea of 
racial gaze, as defined by Frantz Fanon, contends that marginalized 
individuals and groups are not unique, but rather represent the 
prejudices and anxieties of a dominating group. The Hindu 
nationalist perspective in India portrays Muslims as an extreme 
danger in terms of “illegal infiltrators, terrorist suspects or pro-
Pakistani”, which resonates with Fanon’s racial gaze. 
This Hindu nationalists’ psychology and their racial gaze are not 
confined to right-wing ideologues but operate at a mass level. The 
recent legal and religious discrimination established by laws such as 
Citizenship Amendment Act (2019), created a “social ladder” which 
requires Muslims to “prove” their right to remain in the country, while 
non Muslim refugees are granted citizenship more quickly. Rise in 
surveillance and policing of Indian Muslims is evident in post-anti-
CAA protests led by students of minority institutions such as  Jamia 
Millia Islamia, Aligarh Muslim University, women of Shaheenbagh and 
also in different corners of India. Moreover, Muslim activists were 
charged with the draconian  Unlawful Activities Prevention Act, 1967 
(UAPA) after the Delhi 2020 pogrom. The Hindu nationalists justify 
these actions as “necessary precautions”, demonstrating the extent to 
which Muslim otherness has been psychologically internalized rather 
than viewing these as discriminatory. 
This constant attitude since independence by Hindu nationalists and 
the current rise of hate at a massive level has also navigated the 
psychological tension for the Indian Muslims. “Do I ‘fit in’ by keeping 
my religious identity hidden or do I publicly display it? Will I be called 
‘anti-national’ if I oppose discrimination? Am I ‘weak’ if I talk too gently 
or ‘radical’ if I speak too strongly”? 
Indian Muslims are at a crossroads in their history where their identity 
is being questioned, examined and frequently denied validity. This 
historical ghettoization has been internalized by them, and eventually 
it reflects on their public “disposition”. In Fanon’s words, “when 
downtrodden reject the imposed identity and recover their own 
sense of self, then emancipation begins”.
This imposed identity of “threat” and “submissive minority” must be 
rejected by Indian Muslims, who must instead define themselves 
according to their standards by engaging with the mainstream and 
alternative political platforms to ensure political representation that 
goes beyond token efforts. Establishing robust economic networks, 
funding education and generating jobs locally are all essential 
components of economic independence for them. They should push 
for documenting and honoring the Muslim contributions to Indian 
politics, literature, art and history to subvert the prevailing narrative 
of exclusion. More importantly, the Hindu majority must take moral 
responsibility to eradicate discrimination against Indian Muslims. The 
majority community must be reflecting upon some pertinent 
questions: Can the Hindu majority dismantle its nationalist gaze? Or 
will it remain trapped in its self-created illusion of supremacy? Can 
Muslims in this “Incredible India” be accepted as equal citizens instead 
of visitors to be tolerated? Will liberal seculars speak out against their 
involvement in pervasive bigotry, or will they continue to watch in 
silence?
The claim for Indian Muslims’ identity is a fight for India’s very 
civilizational value. India runs the risk of becoming a country that 
deviates from its constitutional ideals if it keeps moving in the 
direction of exclusionary nationalism. The actual query is: Can India 
really embrace its pluralistic ethos, or will it only be a part of one 
religious majority? Can we imagine an India where Muslims are not 
forced to “prove” their allegiance? What does it mean to be an 
Indian? The decision of who is “Indian enough” belongs to whom? 
These are issues that affect all Indians who value democracy, fairness, 
and the right to be included, not just Muslims.
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by: Moulana Muhammad Hussain Noori

In the year 61 AH, Imam Hussain took a firm stand and made a choice 
that redefined the meaning of religious duty. While thousands of 
pilgrims journeyed towards Makkah for Hajj, Imam Hussain 
redirected his path to Iraq, only because injustice had gripped the 
Muslim Ummah under the rule of Yazid, and silence would mean 
betrayal.

Hazrat Imam Hussain’s refusal to pledge allegiance to tyranny at the 
cost of his and his blessed family’s life became a testament to the 
Quranic command to stand firmly for justice (Surah An-Nisa 4:135). 
His journey was not one of political ambition but of moral 
obligation. By leaving the precincts of the Holy Ka'bah to defend the 
soul of the Ummah, Imam Hussain taught that there are moments 
when standing up against oppression becomes necessary in order to 
preserve the pillars of Islam even if that means not to perform Hajj.

Our Beloved Prophet �’s declaration — “Hussain is from me, and I 
am from Hussain” — is much more than just a statement of love and 
praise, the Holy Prophet�  was predicting the future, hence, it is both 
personal and prophetic. It affirms that Imam Hussain carried within 
him not just the blessed blood of the Holy Prophet �, but the spirit 
and legacy of the Prophetic mission. Through his martyrdom, Imam 
Hussain preserved the very essence of Islam, just as the Holy 
Prophet � had delivered it.

Imam Ibn Hajar al-Asqalani states in Fath al-Bari: "‘Hussain is from me’ 
means: he is my flesh and blood, my grandson through my beloved 
daughter Fatimah. 'I am from Hussain' means: the continuation of my 
legacy, my name, and message will live through him.

Imam Al-Nawawi has said: "‘I am from Hussain’ means the religion of 
Islam will be supported by Hussain.”

Maulana Jalaluddin Rumi states in the Mathnawi: “The blood of 
Imam Hussain is not the blood of the body, but the blood of truth. 
Through his martyrdom, the Holy Prophet's inner message was 
preserved.”

Hazrat Imam Abu Hanifa has said, “If not for the household of the 
Holy Prophet  � we would not know the truth in its pure form.”

The Muslim Ummah needs to walk in the footsteps of the Ahlul Bayt 
and embody the same moral courage — to speak truth to power, to 
defend the weak, and to never bow to tyranny. Today, as the cries of 
the oppressed echo from the ruins of Gaza to the gates of Al-Aqsa, 
the relevance of Imam Hussain’s stand in Karbala has never been 
more urgent or more universal.

The tragedy of Karbala lives on — not in history alone, but in the 
bleeding reality of Palestine today. For we find The Mirror of Karbala 
in Palestine. The people of Gaza are besieged, bombed, and broken 
by one of the most oppressive regimes in modern history. And yet 
— the silence from much of the Muslim world is deafening.

What Would Imam Hussain have Done? 
If Imam Hussain were among us today, would he remain neutral, 
indifferent or be complicit through silence while bombs constantly 
fell on children and tanks rolled into the Masajid? Would he 
prioritize ritual over resistance or public opinion and perception 
over obligation? The answer is in Karbala itself. Imam Hussain taught 
us that, Faith without action is hypocrisy, Silence in the face of 
injustice is complicity and that sacrifice is the price of truth

The global Muslim community today stands at a moral crossroads, 
just as it did in the days of Karbala. Will we align ourselves with the 
message of Imam Hussain, or with the convenience of silence?

What Must we Muslims Do Today?
Firstly, we need to Raise Our Voices: Silence is not neutrality. Muslims 
must call out the crimes against the Palestinians from the Mimbars, 
classrooms, and social media platforms,  and demand justice.

Secondly,  we need to Support the Oppressed: Financial aid, 
political pressure, and humanitarian support are not options — they 
are obligations. 

Thirdly, we need to take Muslim Governments to Account: We must 
urge our leaders to take real political stances such as, boycotting, 
sanctioning, isolating — and stop normalizing relations with 
oppressive regimes.

We need to Live the Message of Karbala: Let Karbala not be just a 
story of the past. Let it be a model for Muslim identity: rooted in 
justice, the willingness to sacrifice and become selfless, and to 
remain steadfast and fearless before the Pharaohs of every age.

Imam Hussain Lives in Every Free Heart for when the Holy Prophet � 
said, “I am from Hussain.” He was also affirming to the fact that the 
Spirit of the Holy Prophet  �and the truth of Islam will continue 
through those who uphold the values that Imam Hussain will one day 
be martyred for.

Today, every tear shed for Gaza, every protest held for Palestine, 
every donation, every Du’a, every call for justice — is a continuation 
of Imam Hussain’s stand. Karbala is not over. It lives in every 
oppressed soul, and it cries out for the Ummah to rise. Will we 
answer?
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by: Shireen Ismail

Introduction
In conjunction with the immense sacrifice of Imam Hussain ibn ‘Alī 
(y) during the tragedy of Karbala, the role of the Noble Women (y) 
was profoundly significant. Their unwavering presence, eloquent 
resistance, and enduring resilience ensured that the message of 
Karbala resonated throughout history. Sayyidatina Zaynab (y), 
sister of Imam Hussain (y), alongside many other women, faced 
enormous hardships, including scorching heat, thirst, and the 
heartbreaking loss of cherished family members.

Guardians of the Message: The Eloquence of Sayyidatina Zaynab 
(y) Sayyidatina Zaynab (y) emerged as a central role model 
following the tragedy at Karbala. Together with Imam Zainul 
Abideen (y), she was entrusted with spreading the message of 
Imam Hussain’s (y) sacrifice, ensuring that the spirit of Islam was not 
lost. Her preservation of the Ahlal-Bayt`s resilience, faith, and 
morals has had profound implications, and her name remains 
honoured worldwide. The events of Karbala, during which 
Sayyidatina Zaynab (y) witnessed the martyrdom of her brother 
Imam Hussain (y), her sons, family, and companions, marked a 
significant moment in her life and the legacy of Islam.

Following their capture and transport to Yazid`s court, Sayyidatina 
Zaynab`s (y) sermon in Damascus became one of history`s most 
powerful speeches—a defiant stand against tyranny. In her sermon, 
she challenged Yazid, stating: ”Do you think, O Yazid, now that you 
have seized the vastness of the earth from us and constrained the 
horizons upon us, and that we are being herded like the prisoners — 
that Allah wishes humiliation for us and honour for you”. She 
asserted, “By doing what you have done, you have pierced your skin 
and have torn your own flesh. You will surely be presented to the 
Messenger (r) of Allah with your crime of spilling the blood of his 
descendants and your act of violating the sanctity of his family and 
relatives...”. Sayyidatina Zaynab (y) also boldly challenged Yazid in 
Damascus, stating that his vile actions would lead to his reckoning on 
the Day of Judgment and said, &quot; And do not consider those 
who are killed in the way of Allah as dead; rather they are alive with 
their Lord, being sustained; they are pleased with what Allah has 
given to them out of His grace” (Quran 3:169-170). She concluded 
by proclaiming that Yazid would neither be able to erase our 
memory [from the people’s minds] nor can you destroy our 
revelation, nor can you reach our heights, and your shame [for killing 
Imam Hussain (y)] cannot be washed out”.

Sayyidatina Zaynab’s (y) eloquent speeches in Kufa and Damascus, 
reminiscent of her father, Imam Ali (y), bravely confronted Yazid`s 
tyranny, articulated Karbala`s spiritual victory, and preserved Imam 
Hussain’s (y) legacy by exposing the truth and preventing narrative 
distortion. Consequently, Sayyidatina Zaynab (y) served as a vital 
voice and disseminator of Islam`s message, continuing to uphold 
and propagate its true principles.

Furthermore, when Ibn Ziyad questioned Sayyidatina Zaynab (y) 
about her brother, she famously responded, “I did not see anything 
but beauty; they were people for whom Allah had written 
martyrdom and have reached their bliss&quot;. Her words not only 
humiliated Yazid and his followers but also prevented the Umayyads 
from distorting the narrative of the tragedy.

Comforters of the Oppressed and Symbols of Resilience Amidst 
their grief and captivity, these Noble Women (y) comforted the 
surviving children and relatives. They upheld their dignity, recited 
the Qur’ān even in the enemy`s court, and marched forward with 
the Qur’ān and flag, demonstrating that the power of faith surpasses
the might of swords and armies. Their example teaches that personal 
trials can transform into moments of spiritual triumph when 
approached with patience, remembrance of Allah, and trust in His 
promises. The Noble Women (y) of Karbala served as mothers, 
sisters, and wives, contributing to the education of the valiant 
soldiers who stood with Imam Hussain (y) until the end. They 
offered support and encouragement to their male relatives, 
accepting their martyrdom as Divine Will. Lady Ummulbanin, even 
while remaining in Medina, expressed her steadfast devotion to 
Imam Hussain (y) when informed of her four sons martyrdom, 
declaring, ”May my family be sacrificed for him!”.

Sayyidah Sakina (y), the daughter of Imam Hussain (y), also 
displayed remarkable resilience. At Karbala, she suffered from 
severe thirst when Yazid`s army obstructed access to water from the 
seventh of Muharram. She bravely shared her meagre water supply 
with other children. During the farewell before Imam Hussain’s (y) 
final battle in Karbala, Sakina clung to his horse`s leg, pleading with 
him not to leave, yearning for just a few more moments with him. The 
heartbroken Imam dismounted to embrace and comfort her before 
finally remounting his horse and proceeding to his martyrdom. In 
the aftermath of the tragedy, along with other members of the Ahlal-
Bayt, including her aunts, Sayyidatina Zaynab (y) andLady Umm 
Kulthum, as well as her sisters, Sayyidah Sakina (y) endured 
imprisonment.

The Enduring Legacy
Imam Hussain’s (y) family played a pivotal role in disseminating the 
message of Karbala and revealing the enemy’s true nature. The 
mistreatment of women and children by Yazid`s soldiers incited 
widespread condemnation. Had it not been for the presence of the 
Noble Women (y) and their courageous speeches, Yazid`s regime 
could have distorted events, potentially leaving the Muslim 
community indifferent to corruption and the true principles of Islam. 
The Noble Women (y) of Karbala stood as pillars of faith, courage, 
and the preservation of Imam Hussain`s (y) legacy of sacrifice, 
continuing to awaken consciences across generations.
______________________________________________________
References: Mirahmadi, N., (website 2025). The Noble Women of Karbala: Pillars of Faith and 
Courage, Preserving the Mission of Imam Hussain (y). Rizvi-Bokhari, A., (2010). The Women of 
Karbala: Keeping Imam Hussain’s Message Alive. Tarkian, H., (2019). Karbala: A Horrific Slaughter 
of the Holiest Family
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Autoimmune diseases occur when our immune system mistakenly 
attacks healthy cells and tissues, leading to inflammation and 
damage. The exact causes are still unknown, but research suggests 
that genetics, environmental triggers, and hormonal imbalances 
can contribute to the development of these diseases.

Common Types of Autoimmune Diseases:
- *Rheumatoid Arthritis (RA):* joint pain and inflammation
- *Lupus:* skin, joints, and organs affected
- *Hashimoto's Thyroiditis:* thyroid gland damage
- *Multiple Sclerosis (MS):* nerve damage
- *Psoriasis:* skin inflammation and scaly patches

Causes and Triggers:
- *Genetics:* family history can increase risk
- *Environmental Factors:* exposure to toxins, infections, or stress
- *Hormonal Imbalances:* changes in hormone levels can trigger 
symptoms
- *Gut Health:* imbalance of gut bacteria can contribute to 
autoimmune diseases

Who is at Risk:
- *Family History:* individuals with a family history of autoimmune 
diseases are more likely to develop one
- *Women:* autoimmune diseases are more common in women, 
especially during childbearing years
- *Environmental Exposure:* people exposed to toxins, heavy 
metals, or pollutants may be at higher risk

Natural Ways to Fight Autoimmune Diseases:
- *Diet:* Focus on whole, nutrient-rich foods like fruits, vegetables, 
whole grains, and omega-3 fatty acids. Avoid processed foods, 
sugar, and gluten.
- *Foods to Eat:*
- Fatty fish (salmon, sardines, mackerel)
- Leafy greens (spinach, kale, collard greens)
- Fruits (berries, citrus fruits, apples)
- Nuts and seeds (almonds, chia seeds, flaxseeds)

- Foods to Avoid:
- Processed foods
- Gluten (wheat, barley, rye)
- Dairy (for some individuals)

How to control an autoimmune condition?
- *Stress Management:* Practice yoga, meditation, or deep 
breathing exercises.
- *Exercise:* Engage in gentle, regular physical activity.
- *Supplements:* Consider omega-3 fatty acids, vitamin D, and 
probiotics.
- *Sleep and Relaxation:* Prioritize getting enough sleep and 
practicing relaxation techniques.

Herbal Remedies:
- *Hops:* has anti-inflammatory properties and can help manage 
pain
- *Artemisia:* traditionally used to treat autoimmune diseases like 
RA and SLE
- *Boswellia:* has anti-inflammatory properties and can help 
reduce inflammation
- *Turmeric:* contains curcumin, which has potent anti-
inflammatory and antioxidant properties
- *Ginger:* has anti-inflammatory properties and can help reduce 
pain

Lifestyle Changes:
- *Reduce Toxin Exposure:* avoid exposure to environmental 
toxins, heavy metals, and pollutants.
- *Stay Hydrated:* drink plenty of water to help flush out toxins 
and support immune function.
- *Get Enough Sleep:* prioritize getting enough sleep to help 
manage stress and inflammation.
- *Manage Stress:* practice stress-reducing techniques

By incorporating these natural approaches and lifestyle changes, 
individuals can better manage symptoms and improve overall 
health. While autoimmune diseases cannot be cured, symptoms 
can be well managed, and quality of life can be improved.
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Sometime in 638 CE, Abu Musa Ashari (y), the Governor of Basra 
wrote: "Amir-ul-Mominin, we receive instructions from you every 
now and then, but as the letters are undated, and some times the 
contents of the letters differ, it becomes difficult to ascertain as to 
which instructions are to be followed." That set Hazrat Umar (y) 
thinking. In the meantime, he received from Yemen a draft for some 
money which was encashable in Shabaan. Hazrat Umar (y) thought 
that the practice of merely mentioning the month in such cases was 
defective for one could not be sure whether the month referred to 
was of the current or the following year. Hazrat Umar (y) convened 
an assembly to discuss the introduction of calendar.

Someone suggested that the Roman calendar should be adopted 
but the Roman calendar dated from too remote a year and was 
difficult. Some suggested the Persian calendar called ‘Mahroz’, that 
too was rejected. The general opinion was that instead of adopting 
foreign calendar, the Muslims should have a calendar of their own. 
This was agreed to, and the point next considered was from when 
should such year begin? Someone suggested that the year should 
begin from the date of birth of the Holy Prophet y. Some 
suggested that it should begin from the death of the Holy Prophet 
r . Hazrat Ali (y) suggested that it should begin from the date the 
Muslims did hijrah (migrated) from Makkah to Madinah. After 
discussion, Ali's suggestion was agreed to. The Holy Prophet r had 
done hijrah (migrated) in the month of Rabi-ul Awwal, when the 
pre-Islamic Arabic year had already passed two months and eight 
days. Next the question arose from which month should the new 
Islamic year start. Some suggested the sacred month of Rajab, 

others suggested sacred Ramadaan, yet others suggested Dhul Hijjah. 
Hazrat Usman (y) suggested that as in Arabia the year started with 
Muharram the new Islamic year should also start with Muharram. This 
suggestion was accepted. The date was accordingly pushed back by 
two months and eight days, and the new Hijri calendar began with the 
first day of Muharram in the year of migration rather than from the 
actual date of migration.

SIGNIFICANS OF THE HIJRAH
(Al Quran 2:218) As for those who believed and those who migrated 
and carried out struggle in the way of Allah, they hope for Allah’s 
mercy: and Allah is Forgiving, Very-Merciful.In this ayah (verse) the 
term walladheena hajaru means "and those who migrated" in which 
the term hijrah means "migration for the sake of Allah", refers to the 
early Muslims, known as muhajirun or "emigrants", who left their 
homes in Makkah to seek refuge in Madinah (then called Yathrib) to 
escape persecution and be able to live according to the teachings of 
Islam. Despite the fact that hijrah was a physical journey undertaken 
by Prophet Muhammad r and his companions, yet it does not 
deprive the term of its wider, spiritual meaning which is to abandon 
and leave everything that is contrary to what Allah has said and turn 
your heart towards Him with the intention to live a life of obedience 
to His commandments.  As we begin the new Islamic Hijri year of 1442 
A.H. the beginning of each new year reminds us of the wider meaning 
of hijrah or "migration" i.e. our opportunity to turn towards Allah I 
and submit to His guidance in the Quran and the Prophetic teachings 
so that we can hope for His mercy and forgiveness in this world and 
the hereafter.
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There are several views for him being known by his famous title of 
Shakar Ganj. When he decided on mujaahidah, his Shaikh advised 
hunger. He therefore began fasting. After three days a man came 
and presented some bread. Thinking this to be by divine direction, 
he accepted and ate the bread. Within a few moments he became 
nauseous and vomited out whatever he had eaten. He reported this 
incident to his Shaykh who said:“After three days you ate the food of 
a drunkard. Shukr unto Allah that the food did not remain in your 
stomach. Now remain hungry for another three days and then eat 
what comes from the Ghaib.”

After three days nothing came. He was overcome by weakness. On 
account of the extreme hunger he put some pebbles into his mouth. 
The pebbles turned into sugar. Fearing that this may be some 
deception, he spat it out. A short while later, the extreme hunger 
again constrained him to put pebbles into his mouth. These too 
became sugar which he again spat out. This happened again for a 
third time. In the morning he reported to his Shaykh who said:“It 
would have been good if you had ate it.”Since that day he was called 
Shakar Ganj.

It is also narrated that once a trader was taking a caravan of camels 
laden with sugar from Multan to Delhi. When he was passing through 
Ajodhan, Hadrat Baba Fariduddin Radi Allahu Ta’ala Anho enquired 
casually as to what he was carrying on his camels. The trader 
sarcastically replied, “It is salt.” Hadrat Baba Fariduddin Radi Allahu 

Ta’ala Anho also affirmed, “Yes, it may be salt.” When the trader 
reached Delhi, he was awfully perturbed to find that all his bags of 
sugar had turned to salt. He immediately returned to Ajodhan and 
apologized before Hadrat Baba Farid Radi Allahu Ta’ala Anho. 

Hadrat Baba Farid Radi Allahu Ta’ala Anho said: “If it is sugar then it 
shall be sugar.” The trader returned to Delhi and was pleased to find 
that the salt had turned back to sugar by the Grace of Almighty Allah. 

This is how Hadrat Baba Sahib Radi Allahu Ta’ala Anho received the 
title of “Ganj-e- Shakar.”

A staunch devotee of Prophet Muhammad Sallallaho Alaihi wa 
Sallam He fasted throughout his life and maintained his nightly 
prayers and devotions. Fear of Allah always dominated him. He was 
an staunch devotee of Prophet Muhammad Sallallaho Alaihi wa 
Sallam and dedicated his entire life to the veneration of the beloved 
Prophet’s Sallallaho Alaihi wa Sallam immortal glory. At the mention 
of the Holy Prophet’s Sallallaho Alaihi wa Sallam character he would 
often weep out of his love and devotion. Hadrat Baba Farid Radi 
Allahu Ta’ala Anho avoided kings, government officials and the rich. 
He also warned his Khalifas, devotees and Murids to avoid their 
company. He was a living picture of humility. Whatever he received 
was spent in the name of Allah and his chest overwhelmed with 
mercy and forgiveness. Many miracles are attributed to him during 
his lifetime and after his passing away.
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Eve Meelaad-un-Nabi (Sal lal laa Hu Alay Hi Wa Sallam)

 “Big Night” Subject to sighting of the New Moon 

Hazrat Maqsood Ali Shah (R.A.) Urs Shareef
 Venue: Saaberie Chishty Hall Ext. 6 Lenasia 

Hazrat Khwaja Ghareeb Nawaaz (R.A.) Urs Shareef
 Buzme Chishtiya - Laudium

Eid-ul-Fitr (Subject To Sighting Of The New Moon)

Eve Shabe Baraat (Subject To Sighting Of The New Moon)

Eve Shabe Meraaj (Subject To Sighting Of The New Moon)

Hazrat Khalid Shah Bawa (R.A.) Urs Shareef
 Benoni Mazaar

Meelaad-un-Nabi (Sal lal laa Hu Alay Hi Wa Sallam) 
 Qadriya Masjid Roshnee

19 March

12th Rabi-ul-Awwal

Hazrat Badsha Peer (R.A.) Urs Shareef
 IMS Centre Newlands Durban

3 Sep

Meelaad-un-Nabi (Sal lal laa Hu Alay Hi Wa Sallam)
  Madressa Ziayia/Ziaee Khanqah, Johannesburg

Hazrat Sayed Mehboob Ali Shah (R.A.) Urs Shareef 
 Venue: Saaberie Chishty Hall Ext. 6 Lenasia

Meelaad-un-Nabi (Sal lal laa Hu Alay Hi Wa Sallam)

 Laudium Moulood Group

Madressa Saabriyya Chishtiyya Jalsa &Awards 
 Saaberie Chishty Hall, Lenasia

25 April

27 May Eid-ul-Adha (Subject To Sighting Of The New Moon)

Hazrat Baba Kassim Shah Faridi (R.A.) Urs Shareef                                                                                                        
 Park Primary School Hall Lenasia 

Hazrat Iqbal Shah Dada (R.A.) Urs Shareef 
 Saaberie Chishty Hall Ext. 6 Lenasia

Darul Uloom Pretoria
 Graduation Jalsa

Saaberie Chishty 59th Annual Urs Shareef 
 Saaberie Chishty Hall - Sayed Bros. Lenasia

30 & 31 
August

Meelaad-un-Nabi (Sal lal laa Hu Alay Hi Wa Sallam)

 Al Hudaa Harmony Primary School Hall Lenasia

18 April

7 & 8
 February

7
December

Hazrat Jabilil Jaffaar (R.A.) Urs Shareef
  Bramfontein Mazaar Johannesburg

28 March

2 October Eve Giyaarwee Shareef-Subject to sighting of the New Moon

1st - 10th Muharram (Nightly Lectures After Esha)
 Saaberie Chishty & Jamia Razvia Masjid Lenasia  

26 June -
 5 July

Shabe Data Wa Mehr-o-Raza Urs Shareef              
 Saaberie Chishty Masjid Ext. 6 Lenasia

31 
August

Meelaad-un-Nabi (Sal lal laa Hu Alay Hi Wa Sallam)

 Saaberie Chishty & Jamia Razvia Masjid Lenasia
5,6 & 7 

September

30 
November

Hazrat Baba Ghulaam Jilani Kalyari (R.A.) 
     Wisaal Shareef 15 Shawaal (Subject to sighting of the New Moon)

2 February

6 & 7 
September

16 January

30 & 31  
August

7
September

28  
September

24 
January

10
January

19 
August

13 
July

Yaade Shaheede Karbala
 Venue: Saaberie Chishty Hall Ext. 6 Lenasia

Meelaad-un-Nabi (Sal lal laa Hu Alay Hi Wa Sallam)

 Sham-ul-Islam Masjid Lenasia South 

Meelaad-un-Nabi (Sal lal laa Hu Alay Hi Wa Sallam)

 Masjid Shaikh Abdul Qadir Jilani Ext 13 Lenasia

8 & 9
August

2 April

18 February 1st Ramadaan (Subject To Sighting Of The New Moon)

Meelaad-un-Nabi (Sal lal laa Hu Alay Hi Wa Sallam) and

 Urs Shareef- Hazrat Goolam Mohamed Shah Standerton

10
January

Hazrat Khawaja Gharib Nawaaz(R.A.) Urs Shareef 
 Khanqah Chishty Saabri Jahangiri Lenasia South

17 
January

14 
September

EVENTS 1447EVENTS 1447EVENTS 1447EVENTS 1447

30 
August

Hazrat Peer Sayed Mehr Ali Shah Saheb (R.A.) 
  Urs Shareef Nana Memorial Hall Crosby, Johannesburg

31 
August

3 April Meelaad-un-Nabi (Sal lal laa Hu Alay Hi Wa Sallam)

 Masjid Fatimah, Saaberie Chishty Dawah Centre Drieziek Good Friday

We should not be overwhelmed by 
the dramatic shifts in the 
enemy's tactics. 

The biggest challenge remains 
the genocide in Gaza! 

We do stand with Iran in 
opposition to the extended 
zionist offensive there. Even 
more vehemently we condemn the 
shameless betrayals and 
blatant collaborations of 
Muslim leaders in the attacks. 

We expect media attention to be 
diverted sufficiently towards 
Iran for a wholesale annexation 
of Gaza, with thousands more 
butchered in the background. 

Food, shelter, medical care, 
and protection from bombs and 
bullets are the critical needs 
the Gazan tent-dwellers are 
being denied by Israel in their 
satanic stranglehold. 

Yet Palestines leaders do not 
surrender, nor do they 
compromise. Alhamdulillah! 

Almost 60 000 Palestinians have 
been martyred since this war 
began. Their faith and 
resilience have shaken the 
Ummah and brought large numbers 
from other religions to accept 
Islam. 

From the lessons of the Quran 
and the Hadith (and the 
reminder of Karbala, this being 
the commemorative month of 
Muharram) may the spirit of the 
Mujahideen forever accompany 
the Ummah in the quest for 
Truth and Justice. 

May Allah grant Victory!

We Are
 Twenty Nine 

Years Old
MUHARRAM 1447 / 2025


