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- _ " Praise be to Allah, Originator of Creation from non-existence <
Then prayers be upon the one chosen since pre-eternity 7 W=
- - —— . - - - _.:< <1 =.-! ,_.'-...

' O my Lord, bless and grant peace always and forever
' Upon Your beloved one, the Best of all Creation




International News Focus

By Fakir Hassen

Gazza, PALESTINE - Israel continued to
bombard Gaza as it continued its plans to
take over Gaza City, killing scores more
civilians daily in the process. This was
happening even as Arab negotiators
announced that Hamas had agreed to the
latest proposal for a ceasefire which Israel
had not accepted yet. Egyptian Foreign
Minister Badr Abdelatty told media that
Hamas had agreed to a proposal by
President Donald Trump's Middle East
envoy, Steve Witkoff, for a 60-day
ceasefire, during which some of the
remaining 50 hostages would be released
and the sides would negotiate a lasting
ceasefire and the return of the rest. He
added that the proposals would allow for
the flow of humanitarian and medical aid
into Gaza as soon as possible to address
the ongoing starvation there. “The ball is
now in Israel's court. We would like a
positive response from them as soon as
possible in order to deal with the
disastrous situation in Gaza, especially the
starvation and the killing of civilians,’ he
said. "Even if it is only a 60-day truce, it
provides a window of opportunity. We
must apply maximum pressure on both
sides to move forward, Witkoff added.

Islamabad, PAKISTAN - At the time of
going to print, authorities had confirmed
that over 400 people had been killed in
flash floods as monsoon rains continued
to wipe out entire villages, triggering
landslides which buried people under
mud and debris without warning. The
National Disaster Management Authority
(NDMA) said 356 people were killed in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province alone as
torrential rainfall continued, sparking
fears of the death toll rising even further.
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Impassable roads, broken power lines
and telecommunication towers also
continued to hamper rescue efforts.

Terengganu, MALAYSIA - Any man who
misses a Friday prayer without valid
reason will face up to two years in prison
or a hefty fine under the Shariah Criminal
Offences (Takzir) Enactment law
practiced in this province, which is
governed by the conservative Pan-
Malaysian Islamic Party. Previously, only
those who failed to attend three
consecutive Friday prayers were
penalised. After queries about how this
would be implemented, a party
spokesman said that action against men
missing prayers could be taken through
publicreports or via patrols.

Brussels, BELGIUM — The European Union
(EU) executive has defended its decision
to allocate over €17 million in grants by
the leading European Research Council
(ERC) to Islam-related projects, sharing
that they won funding on scientific merit.
The EU was reacting to criticism from far-
right political groups who objected to
allocating EU research funds for several
years now to projects that include
research on Islam, the Qur'an, Sharia, and
Islamophobia. The EU Commissioner for
research, Ekaterina Zaharieva, said that
the projects in question are “world-class
scholarly undertakings that advance the
frontiers of knowledge.” She added that
the funded research spans a wide range
of topics, including minority inclusion in
democratic societies and the evolution of
Islamiclaw.

N’'Djamena, CHAD - Informed sources
said the son of Boko Haram founder,
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Mohammed Yusuf, has been arrested
after he was allegedly found leading a
jihadist cell in the country. They said
Muslim Mohammed Yusuf, believed to be
18, was arrested with five other
suspected insurgents during a raid by
Chadian security forces. An intelligence
source told media that the arrested cell
reportedly belonged to the Islamic State
West Africa Province (ISWAP), a
breakaway faction that split from Boko
Haram following ideological differences.
Yusuf was an infant in 2009 when his
father, Boko Haram founder Mohammed
Yusuf, was killed during a military
crackdown in Maiduguri that left over
800 people dead.

Garissa, KENYA — The local Security and
Intelligence Committee has indefinitely
closed down Quba Islamic Centre
following leadership wrangles that have
since escalated to clan conflicts, leaving
several people injured, Kenyan media
reported. Quba Islamic Centre, which sits
on approximately 250 acres of land in the
outskirts of Garissa town near Modika,
has been facing leadership
disagreements since April this year, with
reconciliation efforts by the local leaders
and security officials bearing no results.
The conflicting teams, one consisting of
the older generation, who were mainly
the founders, and the other consisting of
middle-aged members, have been
holding firmly different opinions, stalling
any reconciliation efforts so far.
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Introduction
The birth of Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,

was a pivotal moment not only for Arabia but for all of humanity. It
marked the arrival of Divine Mercy that would forever change the

course of history, dispelling the darkness of ignorance with the brilliant
light of guidance. His life began in Mecca during the “Year of the

Elephant,” a time of great political and spiritual upheaval. His father,
Abdullah, died a few months before his birth, leaving his mother,
Sayyidatina Amina (AS), with deep sorrow. Yet, as traditional accounts
tellus, she was comforted by a powerful and unique presence within her
womb. The birth of the orphan child Muhammad () was a testament to
Allah’ s (#2) plan, setting the stage for a life that would challenge norms
and uplifthumanity.

The Blessed Birth
The Prophet'’s () blessed mother, Sayyidatina Amina (AS), relates: "At

the time | was ready to give birth, there was no one with me; neither man
nor woman attended me (for everyone, including Abdul-Muttalib, had
gone to make Tawaf of the Ka'bah). | was all alone in the house.
Suddenly, a terrifying noise erupted, and | felt great fear. Then a white
bird alighted upon my breast, and my fear left me. | became calm, and
no trace of pain or anxiety remained. Next, | was handed a cup of sweet,
white sherbet, and when | drank it, my heart filled with peace, joy, and
light!” After this, | saw many tall women approaching me, slender and tall
as cypress trees, and strikingly beautiful. | took them to be the daughters
of Abdu Manaf. They gathered around me in a circle, and | was mostly
surprised, wondering how they had learned of my condition and who
had told them. While | was still pondering this in my heart, one of the
women spoke and said, ‘'l am Hawa, the wife of the Prophet Adam, and
another said, 'l am Sarah, the wife of the Prophet Ibrahim! Yet another
said, 'l am Asiya, the wife of Fir'aun of Egypt, and another added, ‘l am
Maryam, the daughter of Imran, the mother of Isa! The others were
introduced as the Huris of Paradise, all of whom had come to welcome
the Blessed Prophet Muhammad () into this earthly life and to greet
him with reverence. Throughout, the noises | had been hearing grew
louder, stronger, and more frightening. Suddenly, | perceived a white
curtain being drawn from the skies down to the earth, veiling me from
the eyes of the Jinn. Then there was a flock of birds with beaks in shades
of green, emerald, and ruby-red. These birds flew down and fluttered
around me so closely that | could feel their wings beating against my
skin. They circled me as if in Tawaf (circumambulation).

The Lord Almighty then removed the veil from my eyes so that | beheld
the entire world from east to west. | saw three flags being brought down
from Heaven: one they planted in the ground in the east, one in the west,
and one right at the top of the Ka'bah. In the open heavens, | saw men
bearing bejewelled vessels of gold, assisting at the birth of the blessed
child, and I suffered neither pain nor trouble. When I looked again, | saw
that the child was born circumcised, with his umbilical cord cut, and that
he was wrapped in a piece of white silk. He touched the ground with his
blessed head, lifted the forefinger of his right hand, and made humble
supplication to Allah Almighty. | bent down to listen to what he was
saying, and these were the words | heard: "Ash-hadu an la ilaha ill'Allah
wa inni Rasulullah; Allahu Akbar kabiran, wal-hamdu-lillahi kathiran, wa
subhanallahi bukratan wa asilan. Allahumma, ummatiy,, ummatiy.. .".

Miraculous Signs
Simultaneously, the universe itself seemed to acknowledge Prophet

Muhammad’s () arrival through a series of awe-inspiring signs. The
great fire of Persia, which had been burning for a thousand years and
was worshipped by the Zoroastrians, was instantly extinguished. The
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throne of the Persian king, Chosroes, shook violently, and 14 of its
balconies crumbled—a symbolic precursor to the end of a mighty
empire. The lake of Sawah in modern-day Irag, a place known for its
corruption, dried up completely, and all the idols in and around the

Ka" bahtoppled over, asifin prostration. The devils were also struck bK
shooting stars, preventing them from listening in on the news from the

heavens. These events were not random occurrences; they were
powerful signals that a new era had dawned, one of monotheism and
Divine Light.

A Portrait of Perfection
The physical appearance of the Prophet Muhammad (i), as

affectionately described by his companions in works such as Imam al-
Tirmidhi* s Ash-Shama’ il al-Muhammadiyya, reflected his inner beauty
and noble character. He was of medium build, neither excessively tall
nor short, and his presence was so commanding that he appeared to be
the tallest person in any gathering. His broad shoulders and well-
proportioned body gave him a dignified and powerful presence.

His face was described as being as bright and radiant as the fullmoon on
its fourteenth night. He had a broad forehead, with finely arched
eyebrows that were separate. His eyes were large and dark, with long

eyelashes that gave them aluminous quality. The bridge of his nose was
high and prominent, and his mouth was wide with bright teeth, with a

small gap between his front teeth. He had a thick, full beard and slightly
wavy hair that he kept well-groomed, sometimes reaching his shoulders.
His complexion was fair with a reddish tinge, and his skin was so soft that
his companions described it as being softer than silk. He was known for
his sweet fragrance, which would linger in a place even after he had left,
a testament to his purity. The Prophet’ s () gait was also distinctive; he
walked briskly and purposefully, as if descending a slope. When he
would turn to face someone, he would turn his entire body, never only
his head, demonstrating his respect and sincerity towards others.
Between his shoulder blades was the “Seal of Prophethood," a mole-like
mark that served as a physical sign of his status as the final Messenger of
Allah Almighty. This detailed physical description, preserved through
the accounts of his companions, presents a tangible portrait of a
Messenger who embodied grace and perfection.

Mercy to All the Worlds
The Prophet Muhammad () was not merely a historical figure; he was a

living embodiment of the Quranic verse, “And We have not sent you, O
Muhammad, except as a mercy to all the worlds" (21:107). His character,
which perfectly complemented his blessed physical form, was
characterised by boundless compassion and mercy. His mercy
extended not only to believers but to all of mankind and even to the
environment. He was renowned for his generosity, patience in the face
ofimmense adversity, and humility.

Conclusion
The life of Prophet Muhammad () stands as a guiding light, leading us

towards humility, compassion, and Divine Love. He was truly the light
that came from Mecca and illuminated the whole world; his blessed
birth, his perfect physical form, and his merciful character serve as a
timeless example for us all. Our Beloved Messenger Muhammad'’s (:2)
life demonstrates that true greatness lies not in power or wealth, but in
service and mercy to all of Allah® s (42) creation.
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Shaykh al-Hadith Peer

Sayed Ghulam Mohay-ud-din
Shah Saheh

by: Mufti Muhammad Usman Solehri

‘.‘,.

Shaykh al-Hadith Peer Sayed Ghulam Mohay-ud-din Shah (may Allah  Khan and Peer Sayed Mehr Ali Shah (may Allah have mercy on them).

have mercy on him) was bornin 1919 in Sultanpur, Attock, Pakistan, into
anoble family of Sayyids of Sultanpur. He also taught several books at the same madrasa and later taught the

Dars-e-Nizami curriculum in his village at Jamia Hamidia, Sultanpur. He
This distinguished household had alegacy where, for generations,nota  went on to serve as the head teacher at Jamia Azizia in Bhera Sharif.
single adult male was found without a strong grounding in Islamic
knowledge. While their levels of scholarship may have varied, each He pledged spiritual allegiance (bay'ah) at the blessed hand of Peer
individual was like a river flowing with the wisdom of Deen. Some Sayed Mehr Ali Shah (may Allah have mercy on him) and held deep
personalities in the family even left behind scholarly notes in Arabic on admiration for AlaHazrat Shah Ahmed Raza Khan, firmly adhering to his
subjects like Tafseer, Hadith, logic, philosophy, jurisprudence, legal ~ school of thought. Out of devotion to this path, he sent his younger
theory, and mathematics. Among them was his esteemed father, a true ~ Prother, Peer Sayed Haseenuddin Shah sahib, to study under the true

ocean of figh— widely known as Fagjih al-Asr Pir Sayed Ziauddin Shah. representative of Maslak e Raza, Muhaddith-e- Azam Pakistan, Maulana
Sardar Ahmad. Later, drawing inspiration from the legacy of Ala Hazrat,

At just one year old, his mother took him to the spiritual center of Golra  he, along with his brother, laid the foundation of Jamia Rizvia Zia-ul-
Sharif, to Hazrat Peer Sayed Mehr Ali Shah Sahib (may Allah have mercy  Uloom.

on him). As soon as he began to speak, his uncle, Sayed Manawar Shah

sahib, started teaching him the Holy Qur'an. He had sucha deep love for ~His entire life was spent in the service of Islam and in utmost simplicity.
knowledge that when his respected teacher, Shaykh al-Ulama Maulana Such was his depth of knowledge and spirituality that he had
Ahmad Deen (student of Pir Sayed Mehr Ali Shah), injured his foot, and memorized countless books and would often teach without even
since there was no hospital in Sultanpur at the time, they had to travel to ~ ©Pening them.

a nearby town for treatment. During these journeys, Sayed Ghulam
Mohay-ud-din Shah Saheb accompanied him as a devoted attendant
and memorized many Persian lessons from his teacher along the way.

Many karamaat (miracles) were witnessed by his students, yet he always
remained amodel of humility and simplicity.

He authored several scholarly works, including Mi'yar al-Haqq fi Jawab
Da'wat al-Haqq, Ziya al-Mantig, Mawa'iz-e-Ziya'iyya, Khutbat-e-
Ziya'iyya wa Tagrirat, and Tuhfa-e-Ziya'iyya fi Radd al-Wahhabiyya etc.

He sought knowledge from various esteemed scholars and eventually
travelled to Jamia Naumania in Lahore. There, he had the opportunity
tolearn from great luminaries such as Maulana Muhib al-Nabi (may Allah
have mercy on him). Jamia Naumania, a prestigious madrasanamedafter  Op, 12th Rabi* al-Awwal 1421 AH (16th June 2000), this noble Wali of
Imam Abu Hanifa Nu'man ibn Thabit (may Allah have mercy on him),  Allah returned to the mercy of his Lord.

was also visited by renowned figures like Ala Hazrat Shah Ahmed Raza Innalillahi wainnailayhiraji* un.
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Al-Kawakib Al-Durriyya Fi Madh Khayr Al-Bariyya (The Brilliant Stars in
Praising the Best of Mankind), which became known as the “al-Burda”
poem, by Sharaf al-Din Muhammad Al-Busiri is one of the literary
treasures of the Arabic language. It highlights the Prophet's (Sallallahu
‘alaihi wa Sallam) perfections and exalted status in the Sight of The Lord.
It contains some of the rarest pearls on the etiquette of humility and
respect for Sayyidina Rasulullah (Sallallahu ‘alaihi wa Sallam).

It reached unsurpassed fame, where it was taught, copied, distributed,
recited, transcribed on mosque walls, memorized, commented on,
studied, and considered required reading by countless scholars. The
Burda was engraved on the Prophet's mosque in Medina, where it
adorned the walls for centuries before being erased by people who
could not comprehend it. There is still one line left that has not been
removed: “He is the beloved, whose intercession is hoped for...to
overrun every terrible horror” (on the day of resurrection)Al-Busiri was
bonin the village of Dalass in Bani-Swaif in southern Egyptin 608h (1213
ad). He memorized the Quran as a child, and moved to Cairo where he
was educated in Arabic language and literature, and studied the
prophet’s history and the details of his life (Sallallahu ‘alaihi wa Sallam).
He worked for some years as a “manuscript copier” and civil employee
before dedicating all his time to religion and religious education. He was
a companion to Abul Hasan Al-Shaduli and his successor Abul Abbas
Al-Morsy.

He started writing poetry at a very young age, and his poems are full of
eloquence, sensitivity, and passion. He is famed for poems praising the
prophet (Sallallahu ‘alaihi wa Sallam) in which he excelled beyond all
who attempted prophet praise literature and Sufi poetry. The name
“Burda” means 'mantle’ or 'cloak’, and hasits origin in the following story:

Imam Al-Busiri wrote the Burda during a grave illness. He woke to find
half his body paralyzed. His suffering stirred him to write the poem, and
he says of his ordeal....| began to contemplate writing a poem in the
gasida form, and soon after, | did so as a way of interceding by it with the
Messenger of God to God, The Exalted, hoping that he might heal me.

| was repeating it often, singing it, calling upon God through it, and
seeking intercession with it. During that time, while sleeping, | saw the
Prophet, Sallallahu ‘alaihi wa Sallam. He wiped over my face with his
blessed hand and thrust upon me his cloak (burda). | immediately got
up cured and left my house. No one had heard of my poem nor of my
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dream.

On the road, | met a poor dervish who approached me and said, "l want
you to give me a copy of the poem you wrote in praise of the Prophet,
Sallallahu 'alaihi wa Sallam." [ responded, "which one?" He said, "The one
you wrote during your illness!" He recited to me its opening lines and
said, "By God, | heard it in a vision last night recited in the presence of
God's messenger, Sallallahu ‘alaihi wa Sallam. It greatly pleased the
prophet, and | saw him thrust his cloak on the one who wrote it!"|
provided him with a copy, and he began telling others of his vision. Thus
its news spread far and wide.

Al-Busiri said that when he reached the verse: “The extent of knowledge
about him, is that he is human” he had a writer's block for along time and
could not complete the verse. Then the prophet came to him in a vision
or dream and told him: "“Mohammed, finish your poem and say: “and
that he is the best of all mankind"'Imam Al-Busiri died in Alexandria on
695 h (1295 ad) at age 87. His grave is well known and is connected to a
large mosque where The Burda decorates the walls.

The verse that says: "And the person who is supported by Rasulullah’s
aid...will scare lions if they find him in their den” was inscribed on the
banner of Prince Abdul Qader Aljazairy (1808-1883), the Algerian
national hero who fought the French occupationin the 19th century.

The burda is often recited in group readings and chanted and read
aloud. It is customary to recite the verse: “O Lord, please send prayers,
peace and greetings always forever...upon Your loved one, the best of
allmankind" after every verse in the poem.

The poem is divided into 10 sections of 12-30 verses each. As
customary with old Arabic poetry, the introduction must include verses
of love and lament. The following sections are dedicated to Warning
against desires, praising the prophet (Sallallahu ‘alaihi wa Sallam), his
birth, his miracles, the Glory of the Quran, the prophet's night Journey,
his Jihad, begging The Lord using the prophet, and appealing to The
Lord and displaying needs.

The poem is also sometimes called the “meemiyya” or Al-Busiri's “M"
poem, because each verse ends with an “m". His poems are named, as
was the custom of the time, by the ending Ietter ofthe verses.
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A Crown of Bleséings:

An Introduction to

DUROOD-E-TAJ

By: Fatima

Among the many salutations Muslims recite for the Prophet Muhammad
(peace and blessings be upon him), Darood Taj—also known as Salat al-
Taj, “the Salutation of the Crown"—holds a special place in the
devotional life of millions, particularly across South Asia and within Sufi
circles worldwide. Its soaring Arabic prose likens the Prophet (X)to a
radiant monarch whose very presence wards off misfortunes and
illumines hearts. But where did this prayer come from, what does it
actually say, and how can contemporary Muslims engage with it in a way
that is both spiritually uplifting and faithful to Islamic teachings? This
article explores the origins, text, recommended practices, reported
benefits, and scholarly cautions surrounding Darood Taj, providing a
balanced road map for readers seeking to deepen their connection to
the Prophet ().

Origins: From Tarim's Valleys to Mosques Around the GlobeThe
salutation is widely attributed to Shaykh Abu Bakr bin Salim (919
AH/1513 CE), a revered scholar and gnostic from Tarim in Yemen's
Hadhramaut Valley. Known as Fakhr al-Wujad (the “Pride of Existence”),
the Shaykh hailed from the prophetic lineage of Ba ‘Alawi scholars who
combined rigorous legal training with Sufi spiritual refinement.
Historical manuscripts circulating in the region credit him with
composing Darood Taj as part of a broader litany (wird) meant to
cultivate love for the Prophet (X)and invoke divine assistance during
hardship. By the 17th century, Yemeni merchants and scholars had
carried the prayer along Indian Ocean trade routes, embedding it in
communal gatherings from Gujarat to Indonesia. In the Indo-Pak
subcontinent, qasida-reciting Sufilodges popularized it still further, and
recordings in the early 20th century allowed its melodious cadence to
reach Muslim homes worldwide.

Text and Thematic Breakdown: The opening line petitions Allah to
“send blessings upon the owner of the crown, the ascension, the
heavenly steed, and the banner!” Subsequent verses describe the
Prophet (K)as:"The one who repels calamities, epidemics, drought,
disease, and pain.“Whose body is sanctified, fragrant, pure, and
luminous in the House and the Sanctuary“The source of relief for the
distressed, the comfort of lovers, the desire of the yearning”Stylistically,
the salutation echoes classical Arabic panegyric, layering metaphors
associated with sovereignty (taj, crown) atop Qur’anic imagery of light
and guidance (nar). Its cadence is intentionally rhythmic, enabling
group recitation without fatigue.

Why Muslims Send Blessings Upon the Prophet (:£). The practice
of salawat is rooted in revelation itself: “Indeed, Allah and His angels
send blessings upon the Prophet. O you who believe, send blessings
upon him and peace in abundance” (Qur'an, Surah Al-Ahzab 33:56).
Numerous authentic hadith reinforce this imperative,
including:"Whoever sends one blessing upon me, Allah will send ten
blessings upon him.!" —Sahih Muslim, Abu Huraira, Hadith 384.

Because the Prophet (i) embodies the conduit of mercy to creation,
invoking blessings upon him is simultaneously an act of gratitude, love,
and personal spiritual gain.

@
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Darood Taj situates itself within this broader Sunnah, though—as we will
see—its specific wording has generated scholarly debate.

Reported Benefits: Tradition and Lived Experience. Over five
centuries, Muslim communities have attributed numerous benefits to
consistent recitation of Darood Taj. The most commonly cited include:

Purification of the heart: Devotees who recite it seven times after Fajr,
three after ‘Asr, and three after ‘Isha describe a tangible softening of the
heartandincreased focusin prayer.

Expanded provision: Small business owners in Lahore, for example,
recount reciting it seven times between Tahajjud and Fajr during
economic downturns and witnessing unexpected opportunities arise.

Protection from unseen harms: Households enduring envy or
suspected witchcraft often adopt the eleven-times-daily regimen,
drawing upon experiential testimonies that emotional turbulence
dissipates within weeks.

Relief from illness or grief: Families navigating long-term sickness
sometimes gather nightly to read the prayer aloud, finding communal
solace and renewed patience.

Vision of the Prophet (4): Qur'anic seminar circles in Indonesia
maintain a Thursday-night vigil, repeating Darood Taj 170 times for
forty consecutive weeks with the intention of beholding the Prophet (¥)
in dream—an experience a handful of participants later attest to.

While these outcomes cannot be measured with laboratory
instruments, they occupy a well-documented place in Muslim spiritual
literature, reflecting the psycho social potency of collective
remembrance and hope.

Recommended Recitation Schedules ata Glance

Heart purification: 7x after Fajr, 3x after ‘Asr, 3x after ‘Isha

Increase in sustenance: 7x between Tahajjud and Fajr or 7x after Fajr
daily

Protection from magic, envy, jinn, and calamity: 11x daily

Specificneed or problem: 40x between ‘Isha and Fajr

Vision of the Prophet : 170x every Thursday night for 40 weeks

-—_F"

OE QUALITY TOYOTA
16 Kruis Street, JHB CBD - Tel: 011 334-1416

Email: sales@geminiparts.co.za
Website: www.geminiparts.co.za

"DIRECT" Importers of ([ {111}/ replacement parts suitable for Toyotas

Rabi-ul-Awwal 1447 / 2025



If there is a word to capture or describe how badly Israel's public image
is damaged, what woulditbe?

Most certainly the word would be "disaster"!

Some may argue that even metaphorically speaking, the Netanyahu
regime has exhausted all efforts aimed to overcome its disastrous public
relations.

Every action - whether military, political or diplomatic - has led from
disaster to disaster.

A recent example of the extent of worldwide outrage against Israel's
genocide in Gaza, the Occupied West Bank and Jerusalem, saw
thousands upon thousands - some estimates place the number at more
than 300,000 - marching across the Sydney Harbour Bridge in Australia.

Dubbed the March for Humanity, and despite torrential rain, BBC
reported that protestors carried placards with messages to politicians
to stop the war.

"Shame shame Israel, shame shame USA," the crowds chanted. "What do
we want? Ceasefire. When do we wantit? Now."

WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange was spotted among the protesters,
with other notable attendees including federal MP Ed Husic and former
NSW Premier Bob Carr.

The Guardian quoted New South Wales police commenting on it as the
largest protest to descend on the city in memory.

Moreover, the devastating critique of Israel was best captured in its
heading:

The horror of Gaza called and a mass of rain-soaked Sydney
Harbour Bridge marchers, young and old, came in full force

As expected, that Zionist pressure groups would cry foul, the NSW
Jewish Board of Deputies said it was "disappointed” by the Supreme
Court's decision to authorise the protest.

This is typical which we know from our own experience in South Africa
where Zionist lobby groups would bemoan, lament and bewail efforts
by Palestinian solidarity movements to expose Israel's innumerable
human rights violations.

In fact, itis well known that the SA Jewish Board of Deputies condemned
South Africa for taking Israel to the International Court of Justice (ICJ)
overthe genocide in Gaza.

Selective amnesia indeed by defenders of Israel who prefer to engage
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ISRAEL IS KAPOOTS

Defeated and its PR Hopelessly Ruined
by: lgbal Jassat

in semantics to deflect from compelling evidence of genocide.

A former deputy prosecutor at the International Criminal Tribunal for
the former Yugoslavia said the amount of evidence pointing to
genocide in Gaza is overwhelming and likened the situation to the 1995
Srebrenica massacre, Anadolu reported recently.

Graham Blewitt, who helped prosecute war crimes in the Balkans and
Nazi crimes in Australia, said in a recent interview with Australian
broadcaster SBS News that if he were working in the International
Criminal Court today, he would have "no hesitation in bringing an
indictment against the Israelileaders for genocide”

To its eternal shame the SAJBD called on the SA government to
"reconsider its ill-considered, immoral and ultimately self-defeating
stance on the conflict in the Middle East and instead align itself with
other members of the international community who are doing whatever
they can to help bring peace to the region".

Such ill-considered statements demonstrate levels of disconnect and
blindness to the mass slaughter of Palestinians, positioning lobby
groups as diehard supporters of settler colonialism.

Contrary to their stance, within the regime a growing consensus has
emerged that Netanyahu is avoiding a permanent ceasefire in order to
preserve his fascist coalition to stay out of jail.

Times of Israel has revealed that senior Israeli officials issued a joint
video message demanding "end the war in Gaza', arguing that the
regime has "racked up more losses than victories" and that the "fighting
has dragged on for political reasons..."

The scathing attack is not from the South African government whom
SAJBD maligned as "immoral’, but the view of 19 former IDF chiefs of
staff, intelligence chiefs, Shin Bet and Mossad directors, and police
commissioners.

Backing them were former prime minister and IDF chief Ehud Barak, and
ex-chief of staff Moshe Ya'alon and Dan Hakutz.

Their message is clear: the game is up!

In America too, the political right once almost unanimous in its support
for Israel, is beginning to fracture.

In recent weeks, a small but very significant group of MAGA-aligned
conservatives has begun to voice public unease, if not outright
condemnation, of Israel's "ongoing war in Gaza', according to media
reports.

The Zionist regime is "kapoots" as its heavily funded PR campaigns are
shredded by disaster following disaster, unable to censor images of
starving children saturating TV screens across the world.

Cell: 083 558 6519

Midwa

Motor Spares

Shop 5, Midway

Shopping Centre Midway, Soweto
Tel: 011 9802286 /011 980 2856
Fax: 011 980 3401



The Sacred Journey to Knowing
the Shama'il of the Messenger of Allah |

Veneration
Knowing the Prophet#'s resplendent attributes and his features is a way
of permeating the heart with veneration of him. This is vital for the
believer, as Allah established His laws through the noble speech of the
Messenger of Allah #. Therefore, itis only through the veneration of the
Messenger that one will venerate the Divine laws and sincerely act upon
them and observe their limits. This will lead the believer to prefer them
over the comforts of the ego, its habits and desires, which distract the
believer from his Master and Creator. This is the meaning of cutting off
to Allah, for Whose sake humanity has been created.'| have not created
mankind or the jinn but to worship Me!" [51:56].

Knowing the Shamad'il is a means to eternal happiness, everlasting
greatness, and the pleasure of Allah, which is the desire and hope of
every aspirantand seeker.

Love
Knowing the Shama'il comprises knowledge of the Prophet #'s beauty

and his virtues. This is a means of attaining love for him, for the means of
love, even though there are many; they rotate around two things:
Beauty (usn) and good to others (Isan). Souls are naturally inclined to a
love of beauty just as they are inclined to a love of those who do good to
them.

No beauty can match the beauty of the Prophet #, and no good can
match his favour upon us. Every good and blessing, whether great or
small, is from him and has appeared through his appearance. Therefore,
love for him is the spirit of faith, which is the essence of every happiness
and greatness.

Our love for him is a great favour upon us, for it yields his
companionship and closeness to him. Companionship with him, as
attested in the hadith of "You are with the one whom you love" and the
hadith, "A manis with the one whom he loves"”

Al-Hafiz Abu Naim has related from Mus'ar bin Kuddam from Attiya,
who said, "l was sitting with lbn Umar, when a man said, “O Abu Abd ur-
Rahman, | wish that | could have seen the Prophet £ lbn Umar said to
him, “What would you have done?” The man said, “l| would have—by
Allah—Dbelieved in him and kissed his forehead” Ibn Umar then said,
“Shall | give you good news?" The man said, “Of course, O Abu Abd ur-
Raman!” Ibn Umar said, “l heard the Messenger £ of Allah say, "Love for
me is not combined in the heart of a believer, who then loves me, except

that Allah forbids his body from the Fire.”

In Service and Honour

Striving to know his Shama'il is a service to the Prophet #'s honour, a
praise of him and an attachment to him. It is also a reverence of his rank,
closeness to him, a love and affection for him and an affiliation with him.
Itis an exposition of the graces of the bounties of the praised one. Itis an
extension of the hands of neediness, desperation, pleading and in
return receiving abundance. It is an opening of the doors of the
treasures which come from him, for when the generous are praised, they
are rewarded with gifts generously.

When Al-Abbas bin Mardas praised the Prophet #, he received a
hundred camels. The Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, took
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off his mantle and gave it to Ka' b bin Zuhair when he praised him in his
poetry, saying:

The Messenger # is a light whose illumination is sought — a light
gleaming like an Indian sword from the unsheathed swords of Allah.
Knowing the Prophet #&'s shama'il exposes a person to the Divine and
merciful graces. The least amount of affiliation with the Prophet
brings the utmost benefit and honour, for there is no creation that Allah
has created that is more noble to Him than Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him. lbn Abbas has said, "Allah has not created a rank
greater than the rank of the Prophet 42" Therefore, the servant receives
according to that which befits the nobility of the Prophet 4.

For the Vision of the Prophet
Knowing his attributes helps you to see him. There are many great

benefits and unique blessings in the vision of the Prophet # whilst
awake or in a dream. If you want to understand this, then look at the
Prophet #'s statement, "Allah has servants; whoever looks at the face of
any of them will receive a happiness after which there is no
wretchedness." And his saying, "For they are a people, whoever sits with
them will never be wretched" They have not received this honour
except through the Prophet #'s light shining upon them and his
diffusing help within them.

Experiencing His Beauty
There is delight and sweetness in mentioning and listening to the

Shama'il of the Beloved; peace and blessings be upon him. Thisis a type
of arrival, closeness, and companionship with him because of the
enjoyment that lies in hearing and in mentioning the characteristics of
the Beloved, whichis the means to his presence via the heart.

If a person has missed seeing him with the eyes, he should not miss the
joy of hearing about him with the ears, which leads to seeing him with
insight. This is why it is said that sometimes the ears fall in love before the
eyes.

Undoubtedly, the book of the Shamad'il is the best composition
regarding his features and character. For the one who reads this book, it
is as though he has seen the Prophet # and has witnessed his noble
excellences, which are contained in every chapter.

Reviving the Heart
Mentioning the Prophet #£'s attributes revives the heart, expanding it

with love and yearning. Such recitation, imbued with beauty and
humility, echoes the spirit of the Qur'anic recitation, as noted by Shaykh
Abd ur-Rahim al-Bur'i. The praise of the Messenger of Allah becomes
the source of ultimate happiness, a balm for the heart, and a renewal of
zeal towards goodness. In this journey through the Shama'il, the believer
finds a profound connection with the Prophet, a path that leads to
spiritual revival and a life enriched by his eternal wisdom.

Extract from the Book Salutations of the Prophetic Portrait for the Vision of the
Beloved by Shaykh Muhammad Sadiq Alawi.
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Blisters

Causes, Remedies, and Prevention

by: Hasina Begum Sayed

Blisters are small bubbles that form on the skin and are usually filled with
clear fluid. They can be painful and uncomfortable, but they are also the
body’s natural way of protecting and healing the skin after it has been
hurt.

Causes of Blisters
Blisters can happen for many different reasons, such as:

Friction (rubbing): The most common cause is when the skin is
rubbed too much. For example, wearing new shoes, tight shoes, or
walking long distances without proper socks can cause blisters on the
feet. Using tools without gloves can also cause blisters on the hands.

Burns: Heat from hot water, fire, steam, or even the sun (sunburn) can
damage the skin and form blisters.

Insect bites or stings: Sometimes the skin reacts to bites by forming a
blister.

Allergies or skin infections: Certain chemicals, soaps, or skin diseases
may cause blisters.

Medical conditions:

Diabetes: People with diabetes are more likely to develop blisters
because high sugarlevels can damage the skin and nerves. These blisters
may also take much longer to heal and can easily get infected if not
treated properly.

Poor blood circulation can also make healing difficult, which increases
the risk of infection.

Natural Remedies for Blisters
When treating blisters, it isimportant to be gentle and careful:

Do not pop the blister. The skin covering it protects against infection.
Keep it clean and dry. Wash gently with mild soap and water.

Cover the blister. Use a soft bandage or gauze to protect it from more

rubbing or dirt.

Aloe veragel. Applying fresh aloe vera helps cool the skin, reduce pain,
and speed up healing.

Cold compress. A clean, cold cloth can be placed on the blister to
reduce swelling and discomfort.

Natural oils. Coconut oil and tea tree oil can help keep the skin soft and
may stop infection.
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If the blister bursts on its own, wash it carefully, apply a little natural
antiseptic, and cover with a sterile dressing.

Prevention of Blisters
Blisters can often be avoided by taking simple steps:

Wear comfortable, well-fitting shoes and always use soft socks to
prevent rubbing.

Keep the feet clean and dry. Moisture and sweat make blisters form
faster.

Use foot powder to reduce sweating and friction during sports or long
walks.

Wear gloves when working with tools, gardening, or carrying heavy
items.

Apply sunscreen to protect the skin from sunburn blisters.
People with diabetes must take extra care:

Check feetand hands daily for blisters, cuts, or wounds.
Keep blood sugar under control.

Visit a doctor immediately if a blister forms, to prevent infection or
serious complications.

Conclusion

Blisters are common and usually not dangerous, but they can be painful
and bothersome. With good care and simple natural remedies, they can
heal quickly. Preventing blisters by protecting the skin, wearing proper
clothing, and taking special care in conditions like diabetes is the best
way to avoid problems.
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ENDURING
PEACE

By: Faizel Khamker

The world is currently witnessing many conflicts two amongst which is
receiving a fair share of media coverage for different reasons. The first of
these two is the conflict in Occupied Palestine and the second the
Russian/Ukraine conflict. In the first conflict a ceasefire has been agreed
to and signed. In the second mentioned conflict there are ongoing
negotiations currently underway. The burning question is will the end
result end up with an enduring peace environmentbeing enacted?

Taking into account that the Zionist entity had entered into a number of
ceasefire agreements but failed to abide by all of them we need to
examine what is foundational to an enduring peace plan. Fundamentally
it would be sincerity, respect, and commitment to the agreement.

Can there be sincerity if the only reason that entering into an agreement
is to seek relief from the pressure exerted due to a collapsing political
environment. In a country where the army finds itself fighting with
members of the same army because of political inefficiency. Netanyahu
is ruling with a cabinet that is short of the required majority because

several of his coalition partners left the government because of political
uncertainty. It is recorded that for the first time in the history of this

pariah state there has been such discontent that historic numbers are
taking to the streets to protest against this administration. To rub salt
into the wound a former prime minister is part of this protest. The
economy despite the unrestricted funding from their poodle (The
United States) is in tatters. Eminent members making up the fabric of
their society have fled the country looking for greener pastures. This
reflects a crumbling state and no wonder a ceasefire was entered into.
However, false hopes and nefarious agendas are expected to derail the
idea of an enduring peace. Bearing in mind that an election is on the
horizon the barbaric Netanyahu will attempt to use the ceasefire as a
tool for his propogandist to use for the election.
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The negotiation processes regarding the Russian/Ukrainian conflict
have been complicated because of hegemonic agendas and the
desperate attempt to restore a badly bruised ego. Donald Trump has
since his inauguration as president caused untold chaos and uncertainty
both at home and globally. Rightfully he has been lambasted and
neither his draconian reactions or his numerous retractions could not
save his ego. Even manipulating the firing of the host of a late-night
comedy show which exposed him for his inaptitude has destroyed his
imagined great legacy. His negotiating for an enduring peace in the said
conflict is foundationally based on saving his ego. The statement which
followed his meeting with Putin directs us to this view. The next part of
the current negotiation is with Zelensky and representatives of the war
mongering European Union. His choice on choosing which of the
options will therefore be based on who can sooth his ego the most. This
without a doubt is not the foundation on which reaching an enduring
peace can be build upon. The current path on these negotiation leaves
little hope for alasting peace.

When examining the Sudanese crisis, we find the lack of the basic
fundamentals of ensuring lasting peace is found asin in the two previous
cases. This is indeed a cause of great concern as it becomes apparent
that searching for lasting peace in the global arenais not to be found and
in its stead the continuation of war-like situations appears to be
propagated.

The point where these global leaders are forced to at least appear as if
they are seeking peace comes directly from the multitudes of mass
protest around the globe. It then becomes the imperative of the masses
to continue with this activism. This is the only area where hope can be
found to find global enduring peace.
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THE ILLUSION OF SELF-SUFFICIENCY:
7’(/@ We Think We Qon't Need Anyone Y

In today's world, independence is praised. Self-reliance is considered
strengtf‘: And the idea that “l am self-made” is often worn as a badge of
honour. But what if this mindset, though empowering on the surface,
hides one of the most dangerous delusions?

The illusion that we are self-sufficient—that we owe nothing to anyone,
not even to Allah Ta'ala, is more than a personal myth. It blinds us from
the deep truth of our design: we were never meant to be fully self-
reliant. We totally dependent on Allah Ta'ala and the systems that He
has created.

The Delusion: “l Don’t Need Anyone” The idea of being
“independent” sounds powerful. But many people take it too far,
internalising beliefs like:

“| earned everything | have by myself”

“| don't owe anyone an explanation or gratitude.”
“| don't need religion, guidance, or even God"'
Thisisn't just pride—it’s spiritual forgetfulness.

Nature's Silent Rebuttal: A Practical Demonstration: We often
forget that our survival depends on invisible systems that function
perfectly without our input. Consider:

1. The Sun: The sun provides warmth, light, and energy to sustain all life.
If it burned slightly hotter or dlmmer or if it shut down for even a
moment, our planet would freeze or burn.

Yet we did nothing to earn the sun’s consistency—it's simply given.>
Without the sun, the strongest, richest person would die alongside the
poorest.

2. Rain and Water Cycles : We rely on rain for agriculture, drinking
water, and ecosystems. If rainfall patterns stopped or altered slightly,
food shortages disease, and famine would follow in weeks.

No human controls when or where itrains.

Our croEs do not grow because we're “independent,’ but because
clouds obey laws we didn't design.

“Have you seen the water that you drink? Is it you who brought it down
from the clouds, oris it We who bringit down?"— Qur'an 56:68-69

3. Gravity: Gravity holds our bodies to the Earth, keeps oceans in place,
and orbits planets in stable paths. If it weakened or vanished even
briefly, everything would unravel—literally.

We don't maintain gravity. We just benefit from it, every moment,
without thinking.

You don't generate

4. Air and Oxygen: You didn't create your IunE
reaths a day without

your own oxygen. And yet, you take 20,000+
doing anything to earnit.

Remove oxygen for just 3 minutes, and the illusion of control
disappears. “Itis He who made the earth tame for you—so walk among
its slopes and eat of His provision—and to Him is the resurrection’—
Qur'an67:15

The Psychology Behind the Illusion

1. Wealth Feels Like Power: When things go well, people feel in
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control. Wealth, health, and intelligence trick us into thinking we are the
cause, notjust the users.

The Qur'an warns us with the story of Qarun (Korah), who said:
“lwas only given it because of the knowledge I have’— Qur'an 28:78

But he was swallowed by the earth—along with all he claimed to have
earned.

2. We Fear Vulnerability: Many embrace this illusion because
dependence makes them feel weak. But vulnerability is not
weakness—it's reality.

Even the most powerful person is just one accident, diagnosis, or
economic crash away from collapse.

3. Cultural Programming: Modern society trains us to say: “You don't
need anyone. Be your own god. Trust only yourself” This message, while
meant to empower, often leaves people isolated, anxious, and
spiritually lost.

Islam’s Answer: Strength in Knowing Your Limits: Islam honours
effort, responsibility, angresilience—but never at the expense of truth.
And the truth is: "O mankind, you are those in need of Allah, while Allah
is Free of need, the Praiseworthy’—Qur'an 35:15

Even the Prophet Muhammad %, the most capable of all men, used to
make this humble dua: “O Allah, do not leave me to myself, even for the
blink of an eye—Reported by Abu Dawood, 5090

Thatis not weakness. That s clarity.

What Happens When These Forces Stop? Just to make it real: No sun
for 8 minutes = complete freeze

No gravity for 10 seconds = chaos in oceans, atmosphere, and human
blology No oxygen for 3 minutes = unconsciousness or death. No water
for 3 days = organ failure

In those moments, the illusion that “l am enough” collapses instantly.
Are You Falling Into the Trap? Ask yourself:

Dol feel frustrated when Ineed help?

Do I think my success is mostly my own doing?

Do | feel uncomfortable submitting to anything greater than myself?
These aren't moral failings.

They are signs that your soul may be aching for amore grounded truth.

The Real Strength: Humble Dependence: True strength is not
derglmg your need. It's acknowledging the Source of all strength and
guidance, and returning to it again and again.

"Allah does not change the condition of a people until they change what
iswithin themselves'— Qur'an 13:11

And change begins when we look in the mirror and whisper:
“Ineed You (Allah)”

Therefore, do some real introspection and if needed change our
mmdsetbeforedestmyforcesustodo so!
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