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export target by year-end through 

enhancing its global marketing activities 

for local halal products. Deputy Chief 

Executive Officer (Export Acceleration) 

Mohammed Mustafa Abdul Aziz said that 

Malaysia has a lot of advantages in the halal 

industry, especially in terms of certification, 

but Malaysian industry players must not 

remain complacent. “Malaysia's success in 

the halal industry has motivated a lot of 

other countries, both Muslim and non-

Muslim, to explore the prospects of halal 

for their economy. We need to ramp up 

efforts to ensure the relevance of our local 

halal products globally, as there is still a 

major lack of understanding of what halal is 

all about among global buyers,” he said.  

He said the growing Muslim population 

worldwide and the rising demand by non-

Muslims for halal products also facilitated 

the rapid progress of the industry.

Geneva, SWITZERLAND – The President of 

Saudi Arabia's Human Rights Commission, 

Dr. Awwad bin Saleh Al-Awwad, affirmed 

that the Kingdom has welcomed 

cooperation in the field of human rights 

with the various bodies, committees and 

mechanisms of the United Nations, 

particularly the Office of the High 

Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR).

After a meeting with UN Human Rights 

Office Field Operations Director Georgette 

Gagnon, Al Awwad highlighted Saudi 

Arabia's historical efforts in support of the 

UN initiatives and appeals for humanitarian 

response in many countries, where the 

Kingdom topped the donor countries 

within the UN Humanitarian Response Plan 

in Yemen 2019 with US$968.4 million, or 28 

percent of the total aid provided.

New York, USA - Palestinian President 

Mahmoud Abbas has rejected the latest US 

peace plan because of its unilateral steps 

and because it violates United Nations 

resolutions. Speaking before the UN 

Security Council on the American 'deal of 

the century', announced by US President 

Donald Trump last month, Abbas said the 

plan annuls Palestinian legitimacy and 

rights to self-determination, freedom and 

independence while legitimising illegal 

Israeli settlements and annexation of 

occupied Palestinian land. Abbas said the 

US plan works against achieving peace 

because it cancels all UN resolutions and all 

rights of the Palestinian people. He called 

for convening an international peace 

conference with both Israel and Palestine 

participating in order to have an 

international mechanism to bring about 

real peace between the Palestinians and 

Israel.

Kuala Lumpur (UNA-OIC) – Pakistani Prime 

Minister Imran Khan and his Malaysian 

counterpart Dr Mahathir Mohamad have 

agreed to explore the trade and investment 

potential of their countries for a 

relationship based on strong economic 

cooperation. Khan, who paid a two-day 

visit to Malaysia on the invitation of 

Mahathir, said the purpose of his visit was 

to “further strengthen ties between 

Pakistan and Malaysia in view of their 

tremendous future in trade and investment 

cooperation. We held talks based on the 

idea to develop much greater trade 

relationship, investment and joint 

collaboration in defense,” he said. Mahathir 

said Pakistan has a developing population 

of 200 million and their needs could be met 

by joint ventures with Malaysia.

Jeddah, SAUDI ARABIA - The General 

Secretariat of the Organisation of Islamic 

Cooperation (OIC) is developing a 

programme of tourism, culture, arts, 

heritage festivals and Islamic tourism 

exhibitions to commemorate Azerbaijan's 

city of Gabala as the OIC City of Tourism 

2020. The Capital of Islamic Tourism is 

selected annually by the OIC in 

consultation with member states. The 

programme aims at developing the 

tourism industry and economies of the 

selected capitals, and enhancing Islamic 

solidarity through exchanging products 

and services.

Al Dhafra, ABU DHABI - The Federal 

Authority for Nuclear Regulation, the UAE's 

independent nuclear regulator, announced 

that it has granted Nawah Energy Company 

the operating license for Unit 1 of the 

Barakah Nuclear Power Plant, making the 

UAE the first country in the Arab region to 

operate a nuclear power plant. The plant 

has been granted a 60-year licence.

Dubai, UAE - As part of the Madrasa 

Program for 1 000 Villages, the Mohammed 

bin Rashid Al Maktoum Global Initiative has 

provided high-tech educational offline 

solutions to students in remote villages 

across Tunisia and Mauritania, in 

collaboration with the Emirates Red 

Crescent. The Madrasa e-learning platform 

will benefit up to 10 000 students and 

teachers in remote areas without internet 

access across both countries through 

tablets, Wi-Fi hotspots and charging units. 

Kuala Lumpur, MALAYSIA - The Malaysia 

External Trade Development Corporation 

aims to achieve its RM50 billion halaal 
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Abu Sufyan ibn Harb could not conceive of anyone among the 

Quraysh who would dare challenge his authority or go against his 

orders. He was after all, the chieftain of Makkah who had to be obeyed 

and followed. His daughter, Ramlah, known as Umm Habibah, 

however dared to challenge his authority when she rejected the 

deities of the Quraysh and their idolatrous ways. Together with her 

husband, Ubaydullah ibn Jahsh, she put her faith in Allah alone and 

accepted the message the Prophet (r). Abu Sufyan tried with all the 

power and force to bring back his daughter the religion of their 

forefathers. But this could not shake the faith of Ramalah. Abu Sufyan 

did not know how to face the Quraysh. When the Quraysh realized 

though that Abu Sufyan himself was unhappy by Ramlah, they treated 

them harshly.

In the fifth year of His (r)'s mission, the Prophet (r), gave permission 

to the Muslims to migrate to Abyssinia. Ramlah, and her family were 

among those who left. Abu Sufyan and the Quraysh leaders found it 

difficult to accept that a group of Muslims had slipped out of their net 

of persecution. 

They therefore send messengers to the Negus to seek their 

extradition. The messengers tried to poison the mind of the Negus 

against the Muslims but after examining the Muslims beliefs and 

listening to the Quran being recited, the Negus concluded: "What has 

been revealed to your Prophet Muhammad (r) and what Jesus the 

son of Mary preached came from the same source." The Negus 

himself announced his faith in the acceptance of Islam. He also 

announced to protect the Muslim muhajirin. The long journey on the 

road of hardship and tribulation had finally led to the oasis of serenity. 

Umm Habibah did not know that the new found freedom and sense of 

peace were later to be shattered. She was to be put through a test of 

the most severe and harrowing kind. One day her husband 

Ubaydallah ibn Jahsh announced his rejection of Islam and his 

acceptance of Christianity. What a terrible blow! Ramlah did not 

expect this of her husband. Umm Habibah had three options before 

her. 

She could either remain with her husband and accept his call to 

become a Christian in which case she also would commit apostasy 

and - ALLAH forbid - deserve ignominy in this world and punishment 

in the hereafter. This was something she resolved she would never do 

even if she were subjected to the most horrible torture. Or, she could 

return to her father's house in Makkah - but she knew he remained a 

citadel of shirk and she would be forced to live under him. Or, she 

could stay alone in the land of the Negus as a displaced fugitive - 

without country, without family and without a supporter. She made 

the choice that she considered was the most pleasing to ALLAH. She 

stayed in Abyssinia until such time as ALLAH granted her relief. She 

divorced her husband who lived only a short while after becoming a 

Christian. He had given himself over to consuming alcohol, This 

undoubtedly helped to destroy 

him.

One morning, there was a loud knock on her door. It was Abrahah, the 

special maid-servant of the Negus. Abrahah was beaming with joy as 

she greeted Umm Habibah and said: "The Negus sends his greetings 

and says to you that Muhammad, the Messenger of ALLAH (r), wants 

you to marry him and that he has sent a letter in which he has 

appointed him as his wakil to contract the marriage between you and 

him. If you agree, you are to appoint a wakil to act on your behalf." 

Umm Habibah was in the clouds with happiness. She shouted to 

herself: "God has given you glad tidings. 

She took off her jewelry and gave them to Abrahah. And indeed if she 

had possessed all the treasures of the world, she would have given 

them to Abrahah at that moment of sheer joy. Finally she said to 

Abrahah: "I appoint Khalid ibn Said ibn al-Aas to act as wakil on my 

behalf for he is the closest person to me." In the palace of the Negus, 

set in the midst of beautiful gardens and in one of the lavishly 

decorated, sumptuously furnished and brightly lit halls, the group of 

Muslims living in Abyssinia gathered. They included Jafar ibn Abi Talib 

and others. "The Messenger of ALLAH, (r) has requested me to 

conclude the marriage contract between Him (r) and Umm Habibah 

the daughter of Abu Sufyan. 

On His (r) behalf I give her a mahr of 400 gold dinars." "I have agreed 

to do what the Prophet (r) has requested and acted as the wakil on 

behalf of Umm Habibah, Umm Habibah later described how she was 

eager to share her happiness. She said: "When I received the money as 

mahr, I sent 50 mithqals of gold to Abrahah and I said to her: 'I gave 

you what I did when you gave me the good news because at that time 

I did not have any money.' "Shortly afterwards, Abrahah came to me 

and returned the gold. She also produced a case, which contained the 

necklace I had given to her. She returned that to me and said: 'The 

King has instructed me not to take anything from you and he his 

commanded the women in his household to present you with gifts of 

perfume.' "On the following day, she brought me ambergris, safron 

and aloes and said: 'I have a favor to ask of you.' 'What is it?' I asked. 'I 

have accepted Islam ,' she said, 'and now follow the religion of 

Muhammad (r). Convey to Him (r) my salutation of peace and let him 

know that I believe in Allah and His Prophet (r). Please don't forget.' 

She then helped me to get ready.

"When I met the Prophet (r) I told him all about the arrangements 

that were made for the marriage and about my relationship with 

Abrahah. I told Him (r) she had become a Muslim and conveyed to 

Him (r) her greetings of peace. He was filled with joy a t the news and 

said: 'Wa alayha as-salam wa rahmatullahi was barakatuhu and on her 

be peace and the mercy and blessings of ALLAH."
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The son of Imam Muhammad al-Baqir, son of al-Imam Zain al-`Abidin, 

son of al-Husayn, son of ̀ Ali bin Abi Talib y, Imam Ja`far was born on 

the eighth of Ramadan in the year 83 H. His mother was the daughter 

of al-Qassim whose great grandfather was Abu Bakr as-Siddiq t.

He spent his life in worship and acts of piety for the sake of Allah. He 

rejected all positions of fame in favor of `uzla or isolation from the 

lower world. One of his contemporaries, `Umar ibn Abi-l-Muqdam, 

said, “When I look at Imam Ja`far bin Muhammad I see the lineage and 

the secret of the Prophet Muhammad r united in him.”

He received from the Prophet r two lines of inheritance: the secret of 

the Prophet salla through 'Ali t and the secret of the Prophet r 

through Abu Bakr t. In him the two lineages met and for that reason 

he was called “The Inheritor of the Prophetic Station (Maqam an-

Nubuwwa) and the Inheritor of the Truthful Station (Maqam as-

siddiqiyya).” In him was reflected the light of the knowledge of Truth 

and Reality. That light shone forth and that knowledge was spread 

widely through him during his lifetime.

Imam Ja`far narrated from his father, Muhammad al-Baqir, that a man 

came to his grandfather, Imam Zain al-`Abidin y, and said, “Tell me 

about Abu Bakr!” He said, “You mean as-Siddiq?” The man said, “How 

do you call him as-Siddiq when he is against you, the Family of the 

Prophet r?” He replied, “Woe to you. The Prophet r called him as-

Siddiq, and Allah accepted his title of as-Siddiq. If you want to come to 

me, keep the love of Abu Bakr and ̀ Umar y in your heart.”

Imam Ja`far said, “The best intercession that I hope for is the 

intercession of Abu Bakr as-Siddiq t.” From him is reported also the 
following invocation: “O Allah, You are my Witness that I love Abu Bakr 

and I love ̀ Umar y and if what I am saying is not true may Allah cut me 

off from the intercession of Muhammad r.”

He took the knowledge of hadith from two sources: from his father 
through `Ali t and from his maternal grandfather al-Qassim. Then he 
increased his knowledge of hadith by sitting with ̀ Urwa, ̀ Aata, Nafi` and 
Zuhri. The two Sufyans, Sufyan ath-Thawri and Sufyan ibn `Uyayna, 
Imam Malik, Imam Abu Hanifa, and al-Qattan y all narrated hadith 
through him, as did many others from later hadith scholars. He was a 
mufassir al-Qur'an or master in  exegesis, a scholar of jurisprudence, 
and one of the greatest mujtahids (qualified to give legal decisions) in 
Madinah.
Imam Ja`far t acquired both the external religious knowledge as well as 
the internal confirmation of its reality in the heart. The latter was 
reflected in his many visions and miraculous powers, too numerous to 
tell.
One time someone complained to al-Mansur, the governor of 
Madinah, about Imam Ja`far t. They brought him before Mansur and 
asked the man who had complained, “Do you swear that Imam Ja`far 
did as you say?” He said, “I swear that he did that.” Imam Ja`far said, “Let 
him swear that I did what he accused me of and let him swear that Allah 
punish him if he is lying.” The man insisted on his complaint and Imam 
Ja`far insisted that he take the oath. Finally the man accepted to take the 
oath. No sooner were the words of the oath out of his mouth than he fell 
down dead.
Once he heard that al-Hakm bin al-'Abbas al-Kalbi crucified his own 
uncle Zaid on a date palm. He was so unhappy about this that he raised 
his hands and said, “O Allah send him one of your dogs to teach him a 
lesson.” Only a brief time passed before al-Hakm was eaten by a lion in 
the desert.
Imam at-Tabari narrates that Wahb said, “I heard Layth ibn Sa`d say, I 
went on pilgrimage in the year 113 H., and after I prayed the afternoon 
obligatory prayer (salat al-`Asr) I was reading some verses of the Holy 
Qur'an and I saw someone sitting beside me invoking Allah saying 'Ya 
Allah, Ya Allah…' repeatedly until he lost his breath. He then continued 
by saying 'Ya Hayy, Ya Hayy…' until his breath was again lost. He then 
raised his hands and said, 'O Allah, I have the desire to eat grapes, O 
Allah give me some. And my robe (jubba) is becoming so old and 
tattered, please O Allah grant me a new one.' Laith bin Sa`d said that 'He 
had hardly finished his words before a basket of grapes appeared in 
front of him, and at that time there were no grapes in season. Beside the 
basket of grapes there appeared two cloaks more beautiful than I had 
ever seen before.' I said, 'O my partner let me share with you.' He said, 
'How are you a partner?' I replied, 'You were praying and I was saying 
Amin.' Then Imam Ja`far said, 'Then come and eat with me,' and he gave 
me one of the two cloaks. Then he walked off until he met a man who 
said, 'O son of the Prophet r, cover me because I have nothing but 
these tattered garments to cover me.' He immediately gave him the 
cloak that he had just received. I asked that man, 'Who is that?' He 
replied, 'That is the great Imam, Ja`far as-Sadiq.' I ran after him to find 
him but he had disappeared.”
From his knowledge he used to say to Sufyan ath-Thawri, “If Allah 
bestows on you a favor, and you wish to keep that favor, then you must 
praise and thank Him excessively, because He said, “If you are thankful 
Allah will increase for you”[14:7]. He also said, “If the door of provision is 
closed for you, then make a great deal of istighfar (begging 
forgiveness), because Allah said, “Seek forgiveness of your Lord, 
certainly Your Lord is oft-Forgiving” [11:52]. And he said to Sufyan, “If 
you are upset by the tyranny of a Sultan or other oppression that you 
witness, say “There is no change and no power except with Allah,” (la 
hawla wa la quwwata illa-billah) because it is the key to Relief and one of 
the Treasures of Paradise.”
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To call oneself a Muslim nominally and present oneself as a Muslim 

formally does not make one a true Muslim. Just to know the teachings 

of Islam does not help. A person who does not know how to behave 

like a Muslim, although he or she knows the Shariah, is like a"donkey 

carrying a load of books." (Sura Jumu'ah.) Islam should make one 

Godly and not earth rooted. A true Muslim seeks the pleasure of Allah 

and not the ego.

The adoption of the Shariah has degenerated with the degeneration 

of Muslims. Sufi orders have also degenerated with the adoption of 

rituals as an end and not a means to an end. In most cases Sufism is 

viewed as ritualism through and through. The spirit of the rituals are 

not explained hence the misconception of attaching mystic 

significance to rituals, which were originally formulated to mobilise 

the heart in the quest for Allah, has replaced the "sulook" or journey 

toward Allah. The true methodology (Tariqah) is not undertaken and 

the faraid (compulsory requirements) is being neglected.

The love for Allah and Rasul (sallallahu alaihi wasallam) should lead to 

love for all creation. A Sufi lives for Allah, and in a spiritual sense with 

Allah and in Allah. To undertake the journey and propel oneself to 

Allah, human beings possess two wings: The wing of Law and the wing 

of Love. The Shariah is the (law) and the Tariqah is (love).

To make the Shariah a cult is not what is demanded by Islam. Islam is a 

revolt against the concept of cult. Islam is based on Tawhid or Unity 

hence the law and love should be blended with Hikmah (wisdom). If 

only one aspect is pursued it leads to imbalance and religiously 

unbalanced personalities. The law leads to academic pursuit or (Fikr) 

contemplation on the creation leading to knowledge of the creator 

with the External eye and love leads to Dhikr (remembrance of Allah) , 

which leads to recognition or Ma'rifah of Allah. So Dhikr and Fikr take 

one to ones goal and the goal is Allah. 

The love of Allah leads one to love those who loved Allah ,who showed 

how to love Allah - to the Aulia. The demonstration of love , for him 

who loves Allah and the Holy Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wasallam) and 

who loved the mission of the H o l y P r o p h e t (sallallahu alaihi 

wasallam) even the act of love is an act of piety, because those who 

cannot love a person who loved Allah cannot love Allah. It will be a 

hollow claim if they claim they love Allah, but they don't love those 

who love Allah and showed the way how to love Allah. The Aulia are 

the personification of love for Allah. 

Electricity at the powerhouse is produced at a high voltage - 

transformers established to bring down the voltage at each level - 

reaches 220V allowed to go into the homes. For everything in the 

universe there is only one powerhouse - the being of Allah - life, light 

beauty and knowledge flows from here. This blessing must flow into 

the universe so that everything functions and remains alive but the 

Quran says that the radiator of this powerhouse is so infinitely 

powerful - the indirect radiation of this made Moosa (alaihi salaam) 

faint.

Therefore, it is established that nothing in this universe can bear the 

impact therefore Allah out of his mercy created the first transformer - 

the personality of the Holy Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wasallam). Nur-

al-Muhammadi or the Light of Muhammed is the foundation of 

creation which is the cosmic personality of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad (sallallahu alaihi wasallam). The cosmic personality is not 

separated from the Historic Personality. Only the Prophet (sallallahu 

alaihi wasallam) can bear the presence of Allah directly as was 

observed in the Mi'raj.

There are certain unfortunate people who are so limited in their 

perception that they are unable to understand this Transcendental 

Dimension. Islamic cosmology says the first Transformer - heart of the 

Holy Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wasallam) and there are other 

transformers in the serial line - the hearts of all the Ambiya who came 

and the hearts of all those who rose to the status of being Awliya Allah. 

It is through these transformers that the blessing of Allah flow into the 

dead universe and gives it light. We need to draw inspiration from the 

personality of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (sallallahu alaihi 

wasallam) and the true followers of the Holy Prophet (sallallahu alaihi 

wasallam) and make it a means of blessing and comfort for our hearts 

in these trying times.

BY IRSHAD SIDDIQI
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Eyestrain occurs when your eyes get tired from intense use, such as 

while driving long distances or staring at computer screens and other 

digital devices.

Eyestrain doesn't have serious or long-term consequences, but it can 

be aggravating and unpleasant. It can make you tired and reduce your 

ability to concentrate. It usually goes away once you rest your eyes or 

take other steps to reduce your eye discomfort. But in some cases, 

signs and symptoms of eyestrain can indicate an underlying eye 

condition that needs treatment.

Signs and symptoms of eyestrain include:

Sore, tired, burning or itching eyes

Watery or dry eyes

Blurred or double vision

Headache

Sore neck, shoulders or back

Increased sensitivity to light

Difficulty concentrating

Feeling that you cannot keep your eyes open

Common causes of eyestrain include:

Looking at digital device screens

Reading without pausing to rest your eyes

Driving long distances and doing other activities involving extended 

focus

Being exposed to bright light or glare

Straining to see in very dim light

Having an underlying eye problem, such as dry eyes or uncorrected 

vision (refractive error)

Being stressed or fatigued

Being exposed to dry moving air from a fan, heating or air-

conditioning system

Consider these lifestyle tips and home remedies to reduce or 

prevent eyestrain:

Adjust the lighting.

When watching television, it may be easier on your eyes if you keep 

the room softly lit.When reading printed materials or doing close 

work, try to position the light source behind you and direct the light 

onto your page or task. If you're reading at a desk, use a shaded light 

positioned in front of you. The shade will keep light from shining 

directly into your eyes.

Take breaks

When doing close work, take occasional breaks and rest your eyes by 

looking away from the digital screen.

Limit screen time.

This is especially important for children, who may not make the 

connection between extended viewing, eyestrain and the need to rest 

their eyes regularly.

Use artificial tears

Over-the-counter artificial tears can help prevent and relieve dry eyes. 

Use them even when your eyes feel fine to keep them well-lubricated 

and prevent a recurrence of symptoms. Your healthcare provider can 

suggest which eyedrops might be best for you. Lubricating drops that 

don't contain preservatives can be used as often as you need. If the 

drops you're using contain preservatives, don't use them more than 

four times a day. Avoid eyedrops with a redness remover, as these 

may worsen dry eye symptoms.

Improve the air quality of your space.

Some changes that may help prevent dry eyes include using a 

humidifier, adjusting the thermostat to reduce blowing air and 

avoiding smoke. If you smoke, consider quitting. Moving your chair to 

a different area may help reduce the amount of dry moving air on your 

eyes and face.

Choose the right eyewear for you

If you need glasses or contacts and work at a computer, consider 

investing in glasses or contact lenses designed specifically for 

computer work. Ask your optometrist about lens coatings and tints 

that might help too.

 Tips for computer work

Computer use is a common cause of eyestrain. If you work at a desk 

and use a computer, these self-care steps can help take some of the 

strain off your eyes.

Blink often to refresh your eyes.

Many people blink less than usual when working at a computer, which 

can contribute to dry eyes. Blinking produces tears that moisten and 

refresh your eyes. Try to make it a habit to blink more often when 

looking at a monitor.

Take eye breaks

Throughout the day, give your eyes a break by looking away from 

your monitor. Try the 20-20-20 rule: Every 20 minutes, look at 

something 20 feet away for at least 20 seconds.

Check the lighting and reduce glare

Bright lighting and too much glare can strain your eyes and make it 

difficult to see objects on your monitor. The worst problems are 

generally from sources above or behind you, including fluorescent 

lighting and sunlight. Consider turning off some or all of the overhead 

lights. If you need light for writing or reading, use an adjustable desk 

lamp. Close blinds or shades, and avoid placing your monitor directly 

in front of a window or white wall. Place an anti-glare cover over the 

screen.

Adjust your monitor

Position your monitor directly in front of you about an arm's length 

away so that the top of the screen is at or just below eye level. It helps 

to have a chair you can adjust too.

Use a document holder.

If you need to refer to print material while you work on your computer, 

place it on a document holder. Some holders are designed to be 

placed between the keyboard and monitor; others are placed to the 

side. Find one that works for you. The goal is to reduce how much your 

eyes need to readjust and how often you turn your neck and head.

COMPILED BY HASINA BEGUM SAYED
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Despite conflicting official statements by the Trump administration 

about the reason behind its decision to target Iran's most celebrated 

military official, the U.S. is adamant that its assassination of Qassem 

Soleimani and refusal to leave Iraq is about "protecting Americans". 

From versions advanced publicly by former CIA chief Pompeo now 

serving as Trump's trigger-happy defense secretary, during his TV-road 

show, the world was told that Qassem Soleimani was killed because he 

posed an "imminent" threat. 

This "official" narrative was spun to convince Trump's domestic 

audience that though the Democrats had ganged up against him, he 

remained concerned about America's safety and thus eliminated "bad" 

persons. 

The targeted assassination of Qassem Soleimani and a senior Iraqi 

military leader Abu Mahdi al-Mohandis, has raised serious questions 

about Trump's real motivation. Notwithstanding the so-called 

justification being a vague, unproven claim of "imminent" threat of 

violence against Americans, Trump himself shot it down by saying that 

it "doesn't really matter" whether Soleimani and al-Mohandis posed an 

imminent threat. 

In other words, as Commander-in-chief of America, I, Donald Trump 

can authorize the killing of anyone, regardless of whether the person 

singled out for extra-judicial execution is a serving official of any 

country, and it matters not whether the person poses any imminent 

threat. 

Strangely, the facts advanced by Iraq's parliament particularly by Prime 

Minister Adel Abdul-Mahdi regarding the reason for Qassem 

Soleimani's visit to Baghdad on the fateful day he was assassinated, 

have either been downplayed or ignored. 

In addition the Iraqi parliamentary session reveals how the emergence 

of China and development of strong ties to Baghdad may be shaping 

America's new Mideast strategy.

Clearly one cannot ignore what has been described as one of the most 

overlooked yet relevant drivers behind Trumps current policy with 

respect to Iraq: preventing China from expanding its foothold in the 

Middle East. 

Indeed, some commentators have argued that the timing of 

Soleimani's assassination was directly related to his diplomatic role in 

Iraq and his push to help Iraq secure its oil independence.

Prime Minister Abdul-Mahdi's insistence that America's pressure on 

the Iraqi government arises from China's growing ties especially in the 

oil sector, hasn't received adequate media attention. While this may be 

due to much of the U.S. pressure being exerted on the caretaker 

government covertly and behind closed doors. 

Now that the Iraqi Prime Minister has lifted the lid on Trump's bullying 

tactics, mainstream media has no reason to shy away from it. The 

evidence strongly suggests that America under Trump cannot 

countenance China's presence nor Iran's substantial influence in Iraq. 

The flip side is that both China and Iran are eager to free Iraq by ridding 

it of U.S. troops. Both have different means to do so which has the 

potential to saddle Trump with the prospect of exiting his army in 

ignominy. 

The Trump administration is thus faced with a huge dilemma: how to 

depart gracefully yet retain a presence? 

It knows that parliamentary approval to remove American forces along 

with all foreign troops, means the end of the road. Challenging it as 

Pompeo is doing, is unsustainable and to defy Iraq is in effect defying 

international conventions. 

The martyrdom of Qassem Soleimani, Abu Mahdi al-Mohandis and a 

number of their colleagues on Iraqi soil, is the straw that proverbially 

broke the camel's back. 

Far from attaining any of Trump's stated objectives, the targeted 

killings have had results entirely unfavourable to his goals. 

Iran is firmly united behind its revolutionary leadership, while Trump is 

facing an impeachment trial in a country deeply divided. The notion of a 

superpower is in tatters while Iran's regional status has grown 

immensely. 

China's entry will have further ramifications for America. This as one 

commentator explained: "China has the means and the ability to 

dramatically undermine not only the U.S.' control over Iraq's oil sector 

but the entire petrodollar system on which the U.S.' status as both a 

financial and military superpower directly depends". 

 Iqbal Jassat

Exec Member - Media Review Network

Johannesburg , South Africa
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Before even reading further regarding organ transplant is Islam, it 

should be noted that this article is in no way to prove or disprove the 

various viewpoints of the esteemed scholars of Islam. The main 

purpose is to bring about an awareness of what organ transplantation 

and organ donation is and, within due course, indicate what the 

various Islamic perspectives on the subject matter are, etc. as 

mentioned by various Islamic scholars. 

As Muslims we are well aware of the fact that with regards to certain 

Islamic related matters, there have always been differences of 

opinion. There are those who would condemn certain actions totally, 

then there are those who would remain silent on the matter and then 

there are those who neither condemn nor reject. In the same way, the 

topic of organ transplantation and donation has had various views 

from many leading Islamic scholars. Organ transplant and donation 

has been a subject of great controversy. One of the main reasons 

obstructing Muslims from becoming organ donors and/or organ 

transplantation is the confusion and uncertainty some may have 

about the Islamic ruling/viewpoint on organ donation. It should be 

noted that all scholars agree on the fact that dissecting the body for 

scientific research, training and teaching is completely forbidden as it 

is contrary to the honor that Allah Almighty has bestowed upon the 

deceased and it involves the loss of dignity of the deceased.

The issue of organ transplantation and organ donation has been 

discussed in various Fiqh seminars, with many short and detailed 

works have been compiled on the subject. As such, the views of 

contemporary scholars are based upon the general and broad 

guidelines of Shariah. It is obvious that this will result in difference of 

opinion, thus no opinion should be condemned. The reason being, 

the intention of all the scholars of Islam is to please Allah Almighty 

and live a life that is in accordance with Shariah.

Our life is a gift and as human beings we must appreciate it. The 

sanctity of the human body, whether or dead, should be venerated 

and respected. The Holy Prophet (Sallallahu Alayhi Wa Sallam) has 

said: ”Breaking a dead man's bone is like breaking it when he is alive” 

(Abu Dawood – 3207).

Organ failure causes severe problems not only to the patient, but also 

to the family. Without new organ replacements, patients normally 

have to go through a long, painful anguish and torture, as the failure 

of an organ to function in the human body leads to various other 

illnesses and difficulties for the patient and the respective families, thus 

leading to the death of the patient.

Islam encourages a search for a cure and invokes Muslims not to 

despair, for there is certainly a cure for every ailment, although we may 

not know of it at the present time. The only thing there is no cure for is 

old age. The Holy Prophet (Sallallahu Alayhi Wa Sallam) has said: “Seek 

treatment, O servants of Allah Almighty! For Allah Almighty does not 

create any disease but He also creates with it the cure, except old age” 

(Ibn Majah – 3436).

Since this topic is very vast and requires an in-depth explanation and 

extensive research, it is entirely up to every individual to ensure that 

they educate themselves what organ transplant is and then make it a 

point and a necessity to consult their local Ulama who are able to 

explain what the reasons are for some scholars saying it is permissible 

and impermissible on the issue of organ transplant.

In conclusion, organ transplantation is a highly complicated issue from 

an ethical perspective and thus cannot be reduced to one single ethical 

value. The noble desire to help patients who are in need of organ 

transplantation by making more donated organs available does not 

justify overlooking other ethical values such as objectivity in 

communicating information, the requirement of informed consent, 

providing psychological care whenever needed and doing justice to the 

religious aspects of the issue. New frontiers have been opened and 

Islamic jurists are keeping pace with the tremendous advances in 

medicine and technology.
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The corona virus which broke out in a place called Wuhan in China has 

as at the date of this report been responsible for the loss of life in 

excess of two thousand people with close to one hundred thousand 

people infected globally. These figures are the official figures 

circulated however the actual figure would end up making more grim 

reading. This virus is not new but according to various reports has 

mutated. This requires some kind of urgent intervention and sadly no 

immediate cure is in sight. The epidemic from various platforms has 

initially been put down to two possible reasons. The first is that it had 

been transmitted from animals eaten and we know that the Chinese 

have their own peculiar diet.  The second comes from a report that 

certain bio hazardous chemicals were found in an abandoned 

embassy of the  

An important question is: how do viruses mutate? A virus mutates by 

changing its character in order to survive. When a virus which is 

housed in animals mutates it then able to transfer to the human being 

and there are a number of factors which allows for both mutations 

and transfer of these viruses including but not limited to population 

size, ability of the hosts to resist etc. China's population unlike in 

previous eras are now more urban than rural and that huge numbers 

helps to facilitate the transmission by having more hosts. A second 

factor is the huge farming activities in pigs which are kept together 

and thus facilitating the virus mutations. This brief insight only applies 

to natural viruses and not to those viruses which are created in 

laboratories.

The reason forwarded with regard to the diet may be true however it 

must be challenged. Firstly this dietary custom is not limited to China 

but extends to a number of countries in the Far East and those other 

countries are relatively safe from the virus. Secondly this dietary 

preference has been in existence for a number of decades if not 

centuries the question that arises is: Why now? The second reason 

could be more plausible taking into account that China is now 

regarded as the enemy number one and this is mooted as the reason 

behind the trade war instituted by the United States against China. It is 

also known that the largest manufacturers and distributors of 

chemical warfare agents is the United States. The callousness of the 

United States and their record of human right abuses are well 

documented and this reason can therefore not be discounted.

On the bright side we have seen a number of critical interventions 

specifically in three areas. Firstly the will to prepare adequate facilities 

and the building of a hospital from scratch to completion in about ten 

days reflect that as a human race we are able to do amazing things, 

sadly however it takes a crisis to motivate us to act with purpose. The 

second aspect is the rapid realization of taking safety precautions 

both by the government as well as the populace. 

The basics of washing our hands regularly, taking steps which would 

negate the speedy transmission of the virus such as wearing of masks 

and staying away from places where it is probable to get infected and 

to take more care with our dietary habits were clearly demonstrated 

and propagated. 

We once need to answer the question why did it take a vicious period 

in the history of mankind to resort to what should have been routine? 

The third positive aspect was the general amicable co operation in the 

quarantine process that despite its inherent hardship the mutual 

feelings of societal well being became prevalent.

Taking into account the above we can as individuals and society play a 

massive role in the assisting the prevention of diseases irrespective if 

such disease was manmade or artificially induced by applying simple 

hygienic practices in both our actions and in the food chain from 

which we derive our dietary requirements. This can be done with no 

inconvenience at almost no cost. The corona virus has indeed left us 

with many lessons but are we willing to learn from it?
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