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Zakat Bill. The Bill was passed by the 
20th People’s Majlis during its 28th 
sitting of the third session of 2025, 
held on 3 December 2025. The 
purpose of this Act is to establish the 
legal framework governing the Zakat 
system in the Maldives, ensuring the 
effective organisation and regulation 
o f  the  payment ,  r ece ip t ,  and 
distribution of Zakat in order to fulfil 
the objectives prescribed in Islam. 
Under the Act, the national Zakat 
policy, including the collection and 
distribution of Zakat assets, shall be 
determined by the President on the 
advice of the Minister responsible for 
matters  re lat ing to Is lam. The 
President shall also establish a Zakat 
Council to advise the Minister and the 
Mald ives  Zakat  House  on the 
administration of the Zakat system.

Abuja, NIGERIA - The Muslim Rights 
Concern (MURIC) has said Shariah is an 
integral part of Muslim life in Nigeria 
and will not be abandoned due to 
pressure from the United States or any 
Christian influencer. Professor Ishaq 
Akintola, MURIC’s executive director, 
said calls urging the US to pressure 
President Bola Tinubu to outlaw 
Shari’ah and the Hisbah cross a “red 
line” and cast doubt on the true 
intentions of Washington in Nigeria’s 
fight against terrorism. Akintola 
described Dr. Ebenezer Obadare’s call 
f o r  s u c h  U S  i n t e r v e n t i o n  a s 
“misch ievous ,  react ionary  and 
outlandish” and warned that any 
attempt to abolish Shari’ah would be 
viewed as an attack on Islam itself.

Mumbai, INDIA - Every year, as Urs 
begins at Mahim Dargah, a scene plays 
out on the streets of Mumbai with a 

police band at the front, uniformed 
officers behind and senior police 
officers carrying a green chadar as they 
walk towards the 600-year-old shrine 
of Hazrat Makhdoom Ali Mahimi. 
Mahim Dargah is not the only shrine 
where the Mumbai Police participate 
in ceremonial rituals. A similar tradition 
exists at the Dargah of Haji Rehman 
Shah Baba in Dongri, an important Sufi 
shrine dedicated to Abdul Rehman 
Shah Baba. 

Tokyo, JAPAN – A video showing 
Mizuho Umemura,  a  House of 
Councillors member from the populist 
Sanseito party, objecting to the burial 
o f  Mus l im res idents  dur ing  a 
parliamentary debate late last month. 
She argued that cremation was a vital 
national custom practised by more 
than 99 per cent of Japanese people 
and said that approving new burial 
grounds for Muslims would be 
inappropriate given land constraints 
and concerns about groundwater 
contamination. Her remarks triggered 
a wave of online debate about 
balancing respect for cultural heritage 
with the realities of a changing 
population in the ageing nation. 
Japan’s Muslim population has grown 
from about 30,000 in 1990 to roughly 
350,000 today, according to rough 
estimates by sociology professor 
H i r o f u m i  T a n a d a  o f  W a s e d a 
University. Japanese media reported 
earlier this year that limited burial plots 
had made many Muslims considering 
permanent residence in the country 
reconsider this.

Views expressed by the writers are not
necessarily those of the editorial board

Al Kausar

Murshidabad, INDIA – As politicians 
tried to capitalise on the issue of a 
reconstruction in another area of the 
Babri Masjid which was demolished 
decades ago to make way for a 
massive Ram Temple, thousands of 
villagers flocked to a site here in 
support of a project initiated by 
suspended TMC politician Humayun 
Kabir to build a mosque through his 
Babri Masjid Foundation. They carried 
a few bricks each to “undo the mistake 
tha t  the  Mus l ims  o f  Ayodhya 
committed by not rebuilding the Babri 
mosque”, local media reported. Police 
said a 15km stretch of the highway 
remained completely blocked as more 
than 1000 000 people participated. 
C o l l e c t i o n  b o x e s  w e r e  a l s o 
overflowing with cash donations, 
prompting organisers to say that the 
bricks and money would be used not 
just to build a mosque, but also a 
school and hospital on the site. About 
200 moulanas and social workers were 
p re sen t ,  bu t  po l i t i c i ans  we re 
conspicuously absent.

Jakarta, INDONESIA - The head of the 
World Muslim League (WML), Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulkarim Al-Issa, 
has urged Muslims worldwide to 
strengthen unity in confronting the 
rise of Islamophobia and other 
growing threats across the globe. He 
said that issues such as jihadist 
propaganda and incitement of hatred 
against Islam can only be addressed 
collectively. Al-Issa alleged that half of 
the forces driving Islamophobia come 
from within Muslim circles pursuing 
their own agendas.

Malé, MALDIVES - President Dr 
Mohamed Muizzu has ratified the 



The G20 summit was held in Johannesburg this year in what 

President Cyril Ramaphosa hailed as a success story. This being the 

fourth consecutive summit held by what is termed "developing 

countries" and the first on African soil. On examining this reality, it is 

an important milestone where the focus is placed where the real 

tangible wealth is found. This should however not be seen as a 

power shift. The success story cannot be discarded from a political 

and strategic level. The G20 summit was however not free of 

challenges, these challenges however, provided valuable insight 

from a holistic viewpoint. We also need to examine the outcomes 

from the viewpoint of how the masses are affected. 

Let us look at the challenges first. Seven heads of state did not 

attend, with all except the United States sending high level political 

figures in the place of the head of states.  The case of the United 

States is interesting. In pursuing a policy of creating a strained 

relation with South Africa, largely because of the "audacity" of South 

Africa taking their master, the Zionist entity to the International 

Court of Justice decided to boycott the event. The United States then 

attempted to manipulate proceedings from the sidelines. This 

attempt had failed miserably. The change of policy of not being 

bullied by the United Staes is reflected in this and this attitude is 

gaining global momentum. Argentine's president did not attend in 

support of Donald Trump; however, it needs to be seen how long 

this cosy relationship will last considering the irrational decision 

making of Trump. With the chair of the G20 being passed onto the 

United States for the 2026 summit and with its waning influence we 

can expect the political and economic world being led into an area 

which can best be described as grey, with this uncertainty we can 

expect turbulences on the global front including the much-

advertised programme for the development of the African 

continent. 

How did the masses on the ground view this summit? The following 

graffiti which was painted on a wall in Parktown, sums it up: "Debt; 

Debt; Debt to the IMF."  When we look at the outcomes of all the 

summits held over the past decade the most noticeable feature is 

that there were no improvements or gain for the masses. In some 

instances, there was a noticeable regression. One of the keys take 

away points was the amount of direct investments that has been 

promised to be invested into the country. However, if we look at the 

nine months ending with the first quarter of 2025, we will observe 

that direct investments amounted to seventy-seven billion US 

Dollars. These massive amounts pouring into our fiscal system has 

done nothing to improve the lot of the masses. Those capitalists who 

had invested in this country has the advantage of syphoning the 

economy by withdrawing raw materials at a massive profit and then 

reselling the finished product back to us at a profit. Ironically 

addressing this disadvantage to the "developing countries" was one 

of the resolutions taken at the summit.

Another resolution which was taken at the summit was: "We concur 

that, guided by the Purposes and Principles of the UN Charter in its 

entirety, we will work for a just, comprehensive, and lasting peace in 

Sudan, the Democratic Republic of Congo, the Occupied Palestinian 

Territory, Ukraine, as well as ending other conflicts and wars around 

the globe. Only with peace will we achieve sustainability and 

prosperity." Since the summit we have observed complete silence on 

this matter and knowing that the position of the Palestinians has 

worsened we need to query the will to execute these resolutions.
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At the core of what promises to be a paradigm-changing legal case 
filed at Pretoria's High Court, is a body of evidence on illegal 
mercenary activities in Israel requiring accountability from the South 
African government. 

A press release issued by the applicant's attorney Ziyaad Patel, 
confirm that voluminous bundles over 12 200 pages in law and 
evidence have been served on the Presidency, respective Government 
Ministries, South African Investigative and Prosecutorial Authorities, 
the National Director of Public Prosecutions (NDPP), the South African 
Police Services and others. 

The core demand revolves around the nagging question: where are 
the prosecutions of South Africans fighting in the Israel Defence 
Forces?

Irrefutable evidence - much of it exists in the public domain via 
boastful posts by South African citizens who are engaged in illegal 
military services in the Israeli army - apparently ignored to date by the 
authorities, has to have a D-day for accountability. 

From forensic investigations conducted it is confirmed that not a 
single SA citizen has been authorised nor granted permission for 
bearing arms against Palestinians in Gaza and the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories. 

An executive summary of the case makes reference to a number of 
elements of the litigation. Pertinent to it is comprehensive evidence of 
unlawful recruitment, financing, and participation in the settler 
colonial regime's army of killers, in direct violation of South Africa's 
security laws. 

Apart from the fact that the ongoing uninterrupted ability for SA 
nationals and citizens to render foreign military service in the IDF is 
seemingly "condoned" by relevant state institutions due to their 
failure to criminalise and stamp it out, the impunity whereby apartheid 
Israel's local Zionist lobbyists facilitate it is outrageous. 

The context for this overdue and groundbreaking case stems from a 
series of criminal complaints filed against South African citizens who 
are alleged to have joined and militarily served in the IDF.

The applicants - Safoodien Bester and Attorney Ziyaad Patel - 
correctly contend that such military service is unlawful under South 
African law and undermines both domestic security and South Africa's 
credibility as a champion of international justice.

As expected, the Regulation of Foreign Military Assistance Act 
(RFMAA), which strictly prohibits South African nationals and citizens 
from providing military assistance to foreign states without applying 
for explicit authorisation, has been cited as a central plank in the case.
 
 Both the record of evidence submitted through engagement with the 
specialised organs of the National Prosecuting Authority Service over 
the years and the National Conventional Arms Control Committee 
(NCACC), have confirmed no such authorisations have been granted 
to South Africans serving in the IDF between the period 2006 
emanating from Israel's war in Lebanon to its present wars and 
military operations in Gaza since 2023 and the broader middle east 
region.

 In addition it is important to note that latest findings against Israel 
under the Convention Against Torture treaty, records several severe 
violations by Israel against Palestinians. 

Criminal conduct by the Zionist regime include various forms of 
torture including repeated severe beatings, dog attacks, 
electrocution, waterboarding, prolonged stress positions, sexual 

violence, humiliation such as being forced to act like animals or being 
urinated on, denial of medical care, excessive restraints causing 
amputations, surgery without anaesthetic, exposure to extreme heat 
or cold and a lot more worse.

In the specific case of torture, it is important to establish from the 
number of South Africans in the IDF, how many are directly complicit 
in these horrific acts. 

 Military duty imposes many obligations on the recruits. Engaging in 
intelligence gathering operations is thus not excluded. But despite the 
strict regulations of the Convention Against Torture, assessments of 
Israeli state conduct have established widespread abuse.

So while active mercenary deployment in the IDF is prohibited in SA 
and punishable as a serious criminal offence, by being complicit in the 
torture of Palestinians, compounds the crime.

Nevertheless, the present High Court application raises serious 
questions about the apparent disconnect in enforcement of South 
African law, the country's constitutional obligations, and its 
international responsibilities.

The Applicants contend that "Government silence and this disconnect 
by its national law enforcement authorities and organs of state is not 
merely an oversight but rather evinces an endemic and systemic 
problem, whereby these authorities and organs of state remain 
captured by pro Zionist influences". 

Interestingly, news reports are currently ablaze with allegations of 
South Africans involved in the Russia/Ukraine war. 

In direct contrast to SA mercenary activities in Israel and absence of 
any high-level intervention on it, in the case of Russia/Ukraine, 
President Cyril Ramaphosa has ordered an investigation into the 
circumstances that led to the recruitment into seemingly mercenary 
activities. 

And again in sharp contrast to his silence on Israel's recruitment of SA 
mercenaries, Ramaphosa has ordered an investigation into the 
circumstances that led to the recruitment of 17 young men into 
suspected mercenary activities in the war-torn region of Donbas in the 
Ukraine.

Such disconnect does suggest that if South Africans are deployed as 
mercenaries in Ukraine, the highest office of state will intervene, but 
not in the case of Israel's genocide in Gaza. 

This critique does not in any way take away the enormous strides 
made by Ramaphosa administration at the International Court of 
Justice as well as the International Criminal Court. 

However, by failing to discharge SA's domestic legal obligations, it 
unwittingly provides Israel and its local agents unprecedented 
impunity to breach the provisions of the RFMAA. 

Being aware as government indeed is as per a DIRCO statement issued 
during the October 2024 filing of its Memorial to the ICJ, 

"Israel's continued shredding of international law has imperilled the 
institutions of global governance that were established to hold all 
states accountable", we certainly cannot contribute to it. 

By not bringing SA mercenaries to trial by charging them as well as 
their funders and recruiters, the criminal justice system will continue 
facing accusations of hypocrisy and double standards.

By: Iqbal Jassat
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Pakistan's political landscape has entered another turbulent phase, 
marked by escalating tensions between the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI), the military establishment, state institutions, and rival 
political actors. A series of sharp exchanges, spanning press 
conferences, legal battles, constitutional amendments, and 
accusations of foreign collusion has pushed the country into a 
precarious political moment with potentially far-reaching 
consequences.

THE CASE AGAINST PTI: ESTABLISHMENT & POLITICAL 
CRITICS' PERSPECTIVE
DG ISPR Lt Gen Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry delivered one of the 
strongest condemnations to date of Imran Khan, calling his rhetoric 
a "national security threat", "mentally unstable," and driven by 
narcissistic ambitions. He argued that Khan's anti-army statements, 
amplified by foreign social media networks, had crossed 
constitutional limits and were being exploited by India and Afghan-
based networks to destabilize Pakistan.

Senator Faisal Vawda reinforced this narrative from the political side, 
insisting that PTI's popularity had "already collapsed", and that 
internal divisions, disrespect for party ministers, and leadership 
infighting had hollowed the movement. Vawda alleged that many 
PTI figures had quietly surrendered after the DG ISPR's press briefing 
and that earlier threats of marches to D-Chowk had fizzled into 
comparatively soft gestures like meeting the KP Governor.

The Ex-Servicemen Society accused PTI of spreading anti-military 
propaganda, "facilitating terrorists,""playing into India's hands," and 
destabilizing Pakistan. They called for a complete ban on PTI, 
arguing that national security requires firm action and rapid 
decisions in the May 9 cases, alongside strict punishment for Imran 
Khan.

Defence Minister Khawaja Asif accused PTI of undermining national 
interest, especially in interviews given on Indian media. He defended 
the DG ISPR's strong tone, saying that stronger responses would 
follow if anti-state rhetoric continued.

The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) declined to recognize 
Barrister Gohar as the PTI chairman due to sub judice intra-party 
elections. This has left the party structurally weakened and 
contributed to its legal and organizational crisis.

PTI'S COUNTER-NARRATIVE: CLAIMS OF POLITICAL 
SUPPRESSION & CIVIL RIGHTS VIOLATIONS
PTI leaders including Salman Akram Raja, Asad Qaiser, and Barrister 
Gohar strongly condemned the DG ISPR's remarks, calling them 
unconstitutional, harmful for democracy, disrespectful toward the 
people of KP and PTI's voter base. They argued that Imran Khan is 
not a national security threat, but rather a unifying political force 
backed by "70% of the country," according to PTI's own positioning.

PTI claims it has been stripped of reserved seats, denied its electoral 
symbol, forced to contest elections as independents, targeted with 
mass arrests and intimidation, subjected to media blackouts, and 
undermined by what they describe as "minus-one" attempts. Gohar 
warned that if the establishment forces Imran Khan out of politics, it 
could lead to a "minus-everyone" situation and further destabilize 
the country.

PTI leadership has adopted a softer public tone to avoid 
confrontation saying, "We want unity, democracy, and rule of law." 
"Do not push the people away; they stand with Imran Khan." PTI 
argues that it is the largest political party and the only major national 
movement capable of resisting polarization, ethnic division, and 
extremist narratives.

THE BROADER CONTEXT: A CRISIS OF LEGITIMACY & CIVIL-
MILITARY RELATIONS
This conflict is not unfolding in isolation. It is tied to larger structural 
trends:
· The military has publicly condemned major civilian political actors in 
unprecedented language, signalling zero tolerance for dissent 
framed as anti-army, institutional sensitivity after May 9 events and 
heightened concern over foreign hybrid warfare. This approach, 
however, deepens perceptions of military dominance over politics.

· The ECP's rejection of PTI's intra-party polls, ongoing court cases, 
and questions over election fairness contribute to political paralysis, 
fragmented governance, and wavering public trust in institutions.

· Talk of the 28th and potentially 29th Constitutional Amendments 
indicates structural changes that may redefine civil-military balance, 
security governance, and provincial autonomy. The political 
environment is therefore set for further systemic transformation.

LONG-TERM CONSEQUENCES: WHAT THE FUTURE MAY HOLD
If tensions continue unabated Democracy Weakens prolonged 
political engineering, suppression of dissent, and polarizing rhetoric 
could erode electoral credibility, civilian supremacy, and rule of law. 
The result could be entrenched authoritarianism under civilian or 
hybrid governance.

Foreign investors and international partners require political 
stability. Prolonged dysfunction increases: capital flight, sovereign 
risk, and IMF dependency. Public confrontations between political 
parties and the military could: harden military intervention in 
politics, or trigger permanent political alignment under 
establishment oversight. Either pathway weakens institutional 
equilibrium.

If dialogue and constitutional processes prevail, negotiated political 
compromise, including free intra-party elections, clearer electoral 
laws and national dialogue could rebuild confidence. If courts, 
parliament, and the ECP operate independently, Pakistan can 
stabilize its political competition, oversight, and security 
governance. A unified political system is harder for foreign actors to 
exploit. Predictable governance encourages: foreign direct 
investment, export stability, and long-term economic planning.

Pakistan today stands at a critical juncture. The establishment argues 
it is protecting national security from a dangerous political narrative. 
PTI argues it is protecting democracy from authoritarian overreach. 
Both sides present existential language: "national threat" vs. "minus-
everyone." This escalation demonstrates a deeper structural crisis in 
Pakistan's political order one rooted not in personalities but in 
unresolved questions of civil authority, institutional legitimacy, and 
constitutional clarity.

DOES PAKISTAN HAVE A CLEAR SOLUTION ?DOES PAKISTAN HAVE A CLEAR SOLUTION ?DOES PAKISTAN HAVE A CLEAR SOLUTION ?
By: Moulana Muhammad Hussain Noori
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Why did the journey start from the house of Hadhrat Umme Haani 
y :
The journey of Meraj started from the house of Hadhrat Umme 
Haani y and not from the house of the Holy Prophet r.  The 
wisdom here is that it is among the etiquette of the house of the Holy 
Prophet r that one should not enter it without permission.  The 
Holy Quran says:

O Believers! Do not enter the houses of the Holy Prophet r unless 
permission is granted to you for a meal. Nor (reach so early as to) wait 
for the cooking of the meal. But when you are invited then enter (at 
that time). Then when you have eaten the meal, (get up from there 
and) disperse without delay and do not linger on in eagerness for 
talk. Surely your (sitting for long in this) manner discomforts the Holy 
Prophet r; and he feels reluctant to (ask) you (to leave) but Allah 
does not hesitate in (saying) the Truth. And when you ask them (the 
pure wives) for something, ask them from behind a curtain. This 
(regard and nice manner) causes great purity for your hearts and for 
their hearts. And it is not (at all lawful) for you that you cause 
inconvenience to the Holy Messenger of Allah [r], nor is this 
(lawful) that you marry his (pure) wives after him, till the end of time. 
Surely it is the most grievous sin in the sight of Allah.  Surah Ahzaab 
(33:53)

The angels are also included in this command as the Holy Prophet r 
is the Prophet for all creation, as given in this Hadith of Sahih Muslim:

I have been sent as the Prophet towards all creation.  (Sahih Muslim, 
Hadith No. 523; Musnad Imam Ahmad Bin Hambal, Hadith No. 
8969; Zujajatul Masabeeh, Vol. 5, Pg. No. 8)

Hadhrat Mulla Ali Qari (t) writes in Mirqaat in the interpretation of this 
Hadith:  
Translation: I have been sent as the Prophet towards the whole universe, all 
genie, humans, angels, beasts and plant life.  

Therefore, it is not permissible for even angels to enter the house of the Holy 
Prophet r without His permission.  The night of Meraj, the Holy Prophet r 
went to the house of Hadhrat Umme Haani y, so that the angel 
could come to Him.

The Face of Hazrat Jibraeel u:
The face of Jibreel  u on the heel of the Holy Prophet r

The night of Meraj, the Holy Prophet r had the 
honor of serving the Holy Prophet r, as given in Tafseer Ruh Al 
Bayan, Vol. 5, Pg. No. 109:

Translation: The night of Meraj, Jibreel, Mikail, Israfeel and Izrail 
(May peace be upon them) all came.  Each one of them had 70,000 

angels.  When the Holy Prophet r mounted the Burraq, Jibreel u 
held the reins, Mikail (May peace be upon him) held the stirrup and 
Israfeel u held the saddle.

It is in the night of Meraj that we find the highest form of reverence of 
the Holy Prophet r of Jibrel u.  

Mulla Muhammad Moin Kaashfi Haravi t narrates a Hadith about 
Meraj:
The second narration is from Jibreel u:  I got to know from the Wahi 
of Allah Ta'ala that my body has been fashioned out of camphor of 
Jannah, but I didn't know the reason for this.  I realized this on the 
night of Meraj.  In spite of my purity and fineness, I was hesitating to 
awaken the Holy Prophet r and I was anxious as to how should I do it.  
I was ordered that I should rub my face on the heel of the blessed 
foot of the Holy Prophet r.  When I did so, the coolness of camphor 
met the warmth (of the feet of the Holy Prophet r and the Holy 
Prophet r easily awakened from sleep.  At that time, I realized the 
reason of me being created from camphor.  (Ma'arij Un Nubuwwah, 
Pg. No. 601)

Why was the blessed heart of the Holy Prophet r washed with 
Zam Zam:
In the night of Meraj, the blessed heart of the Holy Prophet r was 
washed with Zam Zam.  His bosom was opened.  A receptacle full of 
Iman and wisdom was poured into it.  

Life depends on the heart.  Heart is the very center of life.  There is 
no one in the universe who can stay alive without the heart.  Even 
during heart surgeries, the doctors have to use machines which keep 
the patient alive.  The opening of the bosom, the washing of His 
blessed heart, the pouring of wisdom and all this is related by the 
Holy Prophet r Himself.  

Even after removal of the heart, the Holy Prophet r is alive.  This 
shows even when the essentials of life are withdrawn, the life and the 
knowledge and understanding of the Holy Prophet r are 
unaffected.

Why did the Prophet r go to Masjid-ul-Aqsa:
The first reason as to why the Holy Prophet r was taken to Masjid 
Aqsa was that this should serve as a proof for the disbelievers.  The 
heavenly worlds are not seen by the disbelievers, then how would 
they affirm and acknowledge Meraj?  They had seen Masjid Aqsa.  
They asked the Holy Prophet r about Masjid Aqsa.  The Holy 
Prophet r told them about Masjid Aqsa and about the caravans, 
which He r had seen on the way, so that with His true words, a proof 
is established for the disbelievers.  (Subul Ul Huda War Rashad, Vol. 
1, Pg. No. 17)

by: Moulana Muhammad Hussain Noori 
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Imam Muhammad Bin Yousuf As Saalhi t says that in Syria, the 
gathering of Hashr will occur.  The intent of Allah Ta'ala in taking the 
Holy Prophet r to Masjid Aqsa is that when His blessed feet land 
there, then in Qiyamah, it will be a source of ease for the Ummah and 
because the blessings of His blessed feet, standing there will 
become easier.  (Subul Ul Huda War Rashad, Vol. 3, Pg. No. 18)

The desire of Masjid-ul-Aqsa:
Baitul Muqaddis (Masjid Aqsa) would pray thus:  O Lord Almighty!  I 
have been honored by the presence of all Prophets.  Now no desire 
remains in my heart.  If there is, I want to see the blessed feet of the 
Holy Prophet r.  The desire to meet Him is burning inside me.  To 
fulfill the desire  of Baitul Muqaddis, the Holy Prophet r was taken to 
there.  (Merajnama, Pg. No. 29)

Why the Buraaq:
Burraq is a mount from Jannah.  It was brought to the Holy Prophet 
r. Instead of this, it could have been that the distance was shortened 
for the Holy Prophet r, the earth could have been rolled up for Him, 
so that one step of the Holy Prophet r could have been in Makkah 
and the next in Masjid Aqsa.  This was not done.  This is because all 
this is common in the Auliya (saints), but a mount which completes 
the journey in the blinking of an eye is the distinction of the 
Prophets.

Another reason is that the Buraaq was not brought because it was 
needed, but it was to grace the Burraq and to express the grandeur 
of the Holy Prophet r.

When the elite of this world are invited, a mode of conveyance is 
also sent to them.  This is to respect and revere the person.  Similarly, 
Allah Ta'ala sent such a mount for His beloved Prophet r that no 
human had ever rode one like it.

Allah Ta'ala could have sent any of the usual mounts of Arabia and 
made it fast like the Buraaq, or any conveyance from the future could 
also have been sent, but it was not so.  This is to show that the way the 
Holy Prophet r is incomparable, His mount also should be such that 
before Him no one had rode one and after Him no one ever will.  

If any vehicle from the future had been sent, then in the later times, 
people would have used such vehicles.  For this reason, Allah Ta'ala 
sent a mount from Jannah, on which no one else from the world can 
travel.

Seeing Allah with his physical eyes:
The Holy Prophet r journeyed through the heavenly worlds and 
saw the signs of Allah's power and was privileged with the vision of 
Allah Ta'ala.  This is mentioned in the Holy Quran and the Hadith, at 

some places indirectly and at other directly.  Thus, Allah Ta'ala says 
about this:

(His) heart did not take it contrary to what (his) eyes beheld. Surah 
Najm (53:11)

And assuredly he saw Him (Allah Unveiled) the second time (again 
and you argue only about seeing Him once). Surah Najm (53:13)
And his eye neither inclined aside nor overstepped the limit; (it 
gazed in ecstasy at Whom it was to gaze).  Surah Najm (53:17)

Surely he saw the Greatest Signs of His Lord (during the Ascension 
Night). Surah Najm (53:18)

There is a Hadith in the canons of Hadith on the authority of Hadhrat 
Anas Bin Malik (May Allah be well pleased with him):

Translation of Hadith: Allah Ta'ala granted Him closeness and 
granted Him even more closeness to the extent that He (r) was as 
close as 2 bows or even closer.  (Sahih Bukhari, Kitab ut Tauheed, 
Hadith No. 7517; Mustakhraj Abi 'Awana, Kitab Ul Iman, Hadith No. 
270; Jame' Ul Usool Min Ahadithir Rasool, Kitab Un Nubuwwah, 
Hadith No. 8867)

[Allah Ta'ala is beyond the confines of time, space, etc. and cannot 
be compared to anything.  Here “close as 2 bows” means that in 
Arabia, when two tribes wanted to show their unity and friendship, 
the chiefs would join their bows and shoot 1 arrow with it.  
The Holy Quran was revealed to Arabs, so Allah Ta'ala uses the 
idioms and expressions which were familiar to Arabs to explain 
things] The clearest proof that Meraj was a physical journey is the 
word 'Abdihi.  

The Mufassirin (experts in interpretation of the Holy Quran) say 
about this that the soul and body together are called 'Abd (Lit. 
slave).  It is not given to only the soul or only the body.  This shows 
that Meraj was physical journey, with both, the blessed body of the 
Holy Prophet r and His blessed soul.  As given in Tafseer Razi, 
Surah Bani Israil-1.
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Euthanasia is a form of escape from pain and suffering. There are 
four types of Euthanasia, which will be discussed in the light of Islam.
(a) Active euthanasia: This is the deliberate act undertaken to end life 
of the patient by the attending physician. This is carried out on the 
decision to do what is best for the terminally ill. The Holy Quran says: 
"And do not take any human being's life - (the life) which Allah has 
willed to be sacred - other than in the pursuit of justice." (Bani Isra'il, 
17:33) This clarifies that none has the prerogative of taking the life of 
a human being except for a just cause, that is, in execution of a legal 
sentence, or in a just war or in legitimate self defence. To terminate 
the life of the terminally ill does not fall under the ambit of 'a just 
cause'. Thus the life of a human is sacred and cannot be taken by 
anyone.

(b) Voluntary/involuntary euthanasia: Involuntary euthanasia is 
the ending of the patient's life without his or her explicit approval. It 
should be pointed, Allah has the prerogative of life and he is all 
seeing, a person will be held answerable in his court. This type falls 
under or is close to the concept of Active euthanasia. And this has 
been mentioned above.

Voluntary euthanasia is the event where the terminally ill patient 
requests the physician to terminate his or her life as a result of the 
extreme pain and suffering that he or she is facing. Allah says in the 
Quran: "Do not kill yourselves, for Allah has been to you Most 
Merciful." (Al-Nisa', 4:29) Suicide whether assisted or self-inflicted is 
a crime according to the Shari`ah. The hadith further clarifies the 
destination of one who terminates his or her self: "There was a man 
before your time who was wounded. The pain became unbearable 
and he and so he took a knife an cut off his hand. Blood began to 
pour out profusely leading to his death. Allah said: My servant has 
hastened himself to me and so I made Paradise forbidden for him." 
(Karim:1939, 2:514). The Prophetic hadith is known regarding the 
prohibition of suicide in general. The person who commits suicide 
will be tortured in the Hellfire in the same way he (or she) killed 
himself.

(c) Passive Euthanasia: This is achieved by refusing to treat the 
patient or interrupting the treatment necessary for his survival, 
including the removal of the apparatus of artificial breathing from 
the patient in the resuscitating room when it is confirmed that his (or 
her) brain is dead and there is no hope of restoring his 
consciousness. As for facilitating death by withdrawing artificial 
resuscitating apparatus from the patient who is clinically regarded as 
"dead" or "practically dead" because of the damage to the brainstem 

or brain, with which human beings live and feel; if the action of the 
physician is merely stopping the treatment instruments, it will be no 
more than giving up the treatment, in which case his action is 
permissible, bearing in mind that there is no treatment available for 
patient. If there is any possibility of saving his life, he should be given 
that treatment. 

(d) Indirect euthanasia: This is done through giving the patient 
doses of tranquilizers or sedatives to abate the severe pain. With 
time the doctor will have to increase the doses to control the pain. It 
is a procedure preferred by therapists, but large doses may lead to 
difficulties in breathing and dysfunction of the cardiac muscle, which 
will result in death that was intended though anticipated 
beforehand. It is impermissible to kill the patient for fear that his (or 
her) disease may transfer through contagious infection, even if he is 
terminally sick (such as one suffering from AIDS). It is not permissible 
to kill him to prevent the spread of the disease, for there are many 
other means to do so, such as quarantine. On the contrary, the 
patient must be protected as a human being and be provided with 
the required food and medicine till his or her life comes to its natural 
end. The Prophet is reported to have said, "Allah created no disease 
but created something to cure it." (Reported by Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim) In another hadith narrated in Tirmidhi:"O Allah's Servants! 
Seek treatment, for Allah does not create a disease but creates a 
treatment for it." Indeed, we have witnessed the discovery of cures 
for what people considered at one time incurable diseases. 
Therefore, it is impermissible to kill the carrier of the disease because 
it is incurable, nor on the pretext of protecting the healthy people 
from it.
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Sudan, a nation rich in natural resources yet burdened by political 
turmoil, today stands at the centre of one of the world's gravest 
humanitarian catastrophes. With between 46 and 50 million people, 
nearly half of whom face extreme hunger, the country's descent into 
civil war has turned a long-simmering political crisis into a full-scale 
national collapse. At the heart of this conflict is a powerful and often 
overlooked driver, "gold" Sudan's most valuable resource, controlled 
largely by armed groups and foreign interests.

Sudan is Africa's third-largest gold producer, and the precious metal 
accounts for almost 70% of the country's exports. Remarkably, 85% of 
Sudan's gold comes from small-scale and artisanal mining, much of it 
operating outside formal oversight. Since the civil war erupted in 2023, 
gold production has nearly doubled, with an estimated 5 tons of 
bullion extracted in the past year alone.

Much of this gold never reaches official markets. Instead, it is smuggled 
abroad by the Rapid Support Forces (RSF)—the powerful paramilitary 
organization that has become both a warlord empire and a major 
player in Sudan's shattered economy. RSF control over gold began in 
2012, when major deposits were discovered in Darfur. The group 
swiftly secured the mines, using them to accumulate immense wealth, 
buy foreign support, and build a parallel economy capable of rivalling 
the national army. Control of gold is no longer just a financial 
advantage—it is one of the primary drivers of the conflict between the 
RSF and the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF). Whoever controls Sudan's 
gold controls both the battlefield and the future economy of the state.

Sudan's present instability cannot be separated from its political 
history. The modern Sudanese Armed Forces trace their origins to the 
British occupation, which reorganized the military in 1925. After the 
British left in 1955, the newly independent Sudanese state entered an 
era of political contestation that repeatedly ended with military 
intervention.
· 1958 – General Ibrahim Abboud led the first coup.
· 1969 – Jaafar Nimeiri seized power, ushering in decades of conflict.
·1989 – Omar al-Bashir's coup established a 30-year dictatorship, 
marked by wars, repression, corruption, and growing public anger.

As crises multiplied, Sudanese citizens denounced Bashir's 
government as one of "death, hunger, and darkness." Protests swept 
the nation, culminating in April 2019, when the military deposed Bashir 
under popular pressure. After Bashir's fall, a Transitional Military 
Council led by General Abdel Fattah al-Burhan took power, with 
Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo-"Hemedti" and his RSF as the second most 
powerful force in the country. In August 2019, a power-sharing deal 

created a Sovereign Council with both civilian and military 
components.

But the uneasy partnership fractured in October 2021, when Burhan 
and Hemedti jointly staged a coup, dissolving the civilian-led 
government and returning Sudan to military rule. Under international 
pressure, another agreement was reached in December 2022, calling 
for a new civilian transition and—critically—the integration of all 
armed forces, including the RSF, into one unified army. This set the 
stage for the current war. Hemedti, having spent two decades building 
the RSF into a powerful military-economic empire, refused to give up 
control. Burhan, meanwhile, sought to prevent the rise of a rival force 
capable of eclipsing the national army. In April 2023, fighting broke out 
in Khartoum. In hours, a political dispute transformed into one of the 
deadliest and most destructive wars of the 21st century. Since the war 
began:
 * 150,000 people have been killed.
 * 12 million people have been displaced, creating the largest 
 displacement crisis in the world.
 * 25 million face extreme hunger, nearly half the population.
 * The city of Al-Fashir has endured a blockade for more than 
 500 days, leaving one million civilians trapped between front 
 lines.

The war has turned Sudan into a battleground not only for internal 
factions but also for regional and global powers seeking influence, 
gold, and access to the Red Sea. Sudan's war is heavily shaped by 
foreign support to both sides:

Backers of the SAF (Sudanese Armed Forces):
· Egypt provides troops and aircraft.
· Russia supplies weapons in exchange for gold concessions.
· Iran delivers drones, seeking strategic access to the Red Sea.

Backers of the RSF:
 * Chad and Libya serve as smuggling corridors for weapons 
 and fighters.
 * Foreign mercenaries, including recruits from Colombia, 
 have been funded to support RSF offensives.
 * The United Arab Emirates (UAE) is the RSF's most powerful 
 external partner.

The UAE is deeply intertwined in Sudan's gold economy:
 * It purchases 90% of Sudan's smuggled gold, fueling a $13-
 billion black market.
 * Emirati agribusiness firms control tens of thousands of 
 hectares of Sudanese farmland—protected by RSF forces.
 * The UAE imports 90% of its Sudanese food supplies under 
 these arrangements.
 * Its strategic interests include securing access to the Red Sea 
 for trade routes.

This combination of economic dependency, strategic ambition, and 
gold-fueled financing has made the UAE central to sustaining the RSF's 
war machine. Sudan's conflict is no longer simply a power struggle 
between Burhan and Hemedti. It has become a regional contest, a 
resource war, and a humanitarian calamity on an unprecedented scale. 
Gold, meant to be a blessing, has instead become the fuel for a 
protracted struggle that devastates millions of lives.

Until control over gold is placed in civilian hands, foreign meddling 
curtailed, and the country's fractured armed groups unified under 
legitimate leadership, Sudan's future will remain hostage to warlords 
and external sponsors. The world's worst displacement crisis, its 
looming famine, and its shattered institutions are not merely the 
consequences of war—they are the price of a nation whose wealth has 
been turned against its own people.

By: Moulana Muhammad Hussain Noori
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All medicines can have side effects. Some possible side effects of 

high blood pressure medicines include the following:

·* Chest pain, heart palpitations (the feeling that your heart is racing) 

or arrhythmia (irregular heartbeat)
* Cough, fever, congestion, upper respiratory tract infection, or "flu-

like" symptoms
· Diarrhea or constipation
· Dizziness or lightheadedness
· Headache
· Nausea
· Nervousness or increased anxiety
· Problems with erections and sexual function
· Skin rash
·Tiredness, weakness, drowsiness or lethargy (lack of energy)
· Unintended weight loss or gain
· Vomiting

Tell your doctor as soon as possible if your side effects become 

severe or bothersome.

If High Blood Pressure Drug Side Effects Bother You
Partner with your doctor. Ask if there are any take steps you can take 

to lessen medication side effects. For example, to lessen the effects 

of low blood pressure, it may help to avoid standing for a long time 

in the sun. In some cases, side effects such as fatigue or diarrhea may 

subside with time. In other cases, your doctor may change the 

dosage or prescribe another high blood pressure medication. A 

combination of medications sometimes works better than one 

medication alone by not only improving high blood pressure control 

but also by reducing side effects.

Also, when you first start a new high blood pressure medicine, be 

aware of rare allergic reactions. Call for help right away if you 

develop hives, wheezing, vomiting, light-headedness, or swelling in 

your throat or face.

Natural lifestyle changes to lower blood pressure.
Avoid smoking:
 The nicotine in cigarettes and other tobacco products causes your 

blood vessels to constrict and your heart to beat faster, which 

temporarily raises your blood pressure. If you quit smoking or using 

other tobacco products, you can significantly lower your risk of heart 

disease and heart attack, as well as help lower your blood pressure.

What about losing weight and exercising?
If you're overweight, losing weight usually helps lower blood 

pressure. Regular exercise is a good way to lose weight. It also seems 

to lower high blood pressure even if you don't lose weight.

Does stress affect my blood pressure?
Stress may affect blood pressure. To help combat the effects of 

stress, try relaxation techniques or biofeedback. These things work 

best when used at least once a day. Ask your family doctor for advice.
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Khaled Mishal, the head of the Hamas Movement abroad, delivered 
an address at the "Covenant for Jerusalem" conference in Istanbul 
on December 6, 2025, setting out the movement's strategic 
roadmap. His speech centered on the liberation of Jerusalem, the 
rejection of external control, and the urgent need for unified 
Palestinian action. 

Topping Mishal's list of priorities was Masjid al-Aqsa. The Hamas 
leader explicitly declared that the time had arrived for the Ummah to 
firmly commit to the liberation of Al-Quds. He defined the focus on 
Masjid al-Aqsa as the symbolic and strategic key to liberating all of 
Palestine.

As the Ummah commemorates the Isra and Mi'raj, wherein Masjid 
al-Aqsa took centre stage as the arena for the gathering of the 
Ambiyaa (alayhimus salaam) and for the demonstration of the 
superiority of Sayyiduna Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم over all creation, 
developments imperilling Al-Masjid al-Aqsa are unfolding at a rapid 
pace.

In a recent analysis, Al-Aqsa studies expert Dr. Abdallah Marouf 
detailed how the Temple Movement has grown increasingly 
emboldened to attempt imposing its own religious vision on Masjid 
al-Aqsa.

November 18 witnessed an attempt by eight extremist settlers from 
Temple groups to storm Masjid al-Aqsa through its Bab al-Asbat 
entrance, carrying a sacrificial animal and a number of birds. 
According to their ideology, animal sacrifice must be offered at a 
specific location inside Masjid al-Aqsa in order to begin Temple 
rituals, a precursor, in their view, to the establishment of a Temple. 
They believe that successfully performing even one sacrifice would 
symbolically "reclaim" Al-Aqsa as a Jewish Temple site, open the 
door for even more rituals, and help change the status quo over the 
masjid.

This attempt was not the first this year. Members of these groups 
tried several times during the Jewish Passover in April to bring 
sacrificial animals into Al-Aqsa, and twice more outside of Passover. 
What is new, however, is that this latest attempt is the third time 
settlers have successfully managed to bring a sacrificial animal into 
the boundaries of Masjid al-Aqsa—though they failed to slaughter 
it.

What makes these latest incursions even more alarming is that they 
no longer coincide with the approach of any Jewish festival. As Dr. 
Marouf observes, the Temple Movement has crossed a new 
threshold: it is no longer constrained by its ritual calendar. Every day 
of the year is now treated as a potential opportunity to carry out 
Temple rituals—part of a deliberate effort to transform Al-Aqsa into 
a Temple site.

Compounding these threats is political manoeuvring. Genocidal 
minister Itamar Ben-Gvir has signed an order appointing a close 

friend, Avshalom Peled—formerly deputy police commissioner—as 
commander of Jerusalem's occupation police. Peled is known for his 
extremist religious leanings. He is a devoted adherent of the 
religious-Zionist movement and a close friend of Ben-Gvir. The role 
of Jerusalem police chief is one of the most critical positions in the 
Israeli security apparatus, responsible directly for anti-Palestinian 
operations in Jerusalem, and especially at Masjid al-Aqsa. Israeli 
media see this appointment as part of Ben-Gvir's plan to completely 
alter the status quo at Al-Aqsa and prepare for staging provocations 
aimed at implementing this vision during Ramadan. 

Ben-Gvir, a rabid bigot who has repeatedly invaded al-Aqsa, is 
brazen about his vision: he wants Al-Aqsa opened fully to Jewish 
settlers for prayer and ritual practices without limitations on 
numbers or hours. He shares precisely the same vision as the 
Temple groups: opening all gates of Al-Aqsa for settler entry and 
restricting a Muslim presence in the Masjid, reducing the Islamic 
Waqf's role to managing Muslim worshippers only.

This is the exact scenario that befell the Ibrahimi Mosque in Hebron, 
which Israel recently stripped from the Palestinian Ministry of Awqaf 
and handed over to the religious council of the Kiryat Arba 
settlement.

Alongside these on-the-ground escalations, the assault is also 
being internationalised. Pro-Israel congresswoman Claudia Tenney 
introduced a resolution to the U.S. Congress in October "affirming 
Israel's sovereignty over the Temple Mount and calling for equal 
access and religious freedom for Christians, Muslims, and the Jewish 
people at one of the world's most sacred sites." The text goes 
further, explicitly calling for Jews to have full access to Al-Aqsa and 
to pray and perform religious rituals within its precincts.

Given these facts, Dr. Marouf argues that we are now facing a 
coordinated operation—linking Tel Aviv, West Bank illegal settler 
networks, and Washington—designed to fundamentally alter the 
identity of Masjid al-Aqsa and transform it into a primarily Jewish 
religious site. Muslim access, he warns, would only be maintained 
temporarily until conditions allow for their complete exclusion.

These rising violations at Masjid al-Aqsa and the ongoing genocidal 
crimes in Gaza, render it more urgent than ever for Muslims to 
centre Al-Aqsa and support its cause by every possible means: 
through sincere prayer, raising awareness, standing with the 
steadfast guardians and mujahideen with wealth, words, and action, 
maintaining unity, and returning to a deep-seated love for the land 
of the Isra and M'raj, remembering always that Masjid al-Aqsa is a 
sacred trust upon the shoulders of the entire Ummah.

By: Moulana Ebrahim Moosa


