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Gaza, PALESTINE - Hamas has slammed 
Israel's ongoing blockade of Gaza, 
warning it is pushing more than two 
million residents towards famine and a 
deepening health disaster. “�e Gaza 
Strip is  facing an unprecedented 
humanitarian catastrophe,” the group said 
in a statement, citing severe shortages of 
food, water, fuel, medicine and even 
children's vaccines. It added that the 
siege, which has also seen daily a�acks on 
shelters, hospitals and residential areas, 
amou nts  to  a  “ war  cr i me”  and a 
“premeditated crime” by the Israeli 
l e a d e r s h i p .  H a m a s  a c c u s e d  t h e 
international community of “political, 
moral, and humanitarian failure” and 
called on the United Nations and others 
to pressure Israel to li� the blockade and 
allow aid into the territory. Hamas has also 
condemned Israel's a�acks on equipment 
and facilities for rescue operations as 
“criminal”.

York, UK – �e York Mosque and Islamic 
Centre has praised Pope Francis for his 
commitment to "peace, justice and 
compassion". It was just one of many 
Muslim organisations across the globe 
who lauded the Pope, who passed away 
aged 88 on 21 April at his home at the 
Vatican a�er a long illness. �e mosque 
said: " We recognise his consistent 
ad vo cac y  for  p eace,  just i ce  and 
compassion. In his last address barely 
hours before his passing, the Pope had 
again called for Israel to stop the suffering 
of the Palestinian people through its 
unabated bombardment.

Washington, USA - U.S. President Donald 

Trump, already causing global chaos 
t h r o u g h  h i s  u n p r e c e d e n t e d 
implementation of huge tariffs, has 
announced that he planned to visit Saudi 
Arabia, the country that has become an 
important venue for U.S. diplomacy with 
Russia and Ukraine, although nothing has 
materialised yet. Trump said it was only a 
business trip, a�er he claimed that Saudi 
Arabia had agreed to his suggestion that 
the country invest in and buy US goods 
worth a trillion dollars over four years. 
Analysts said Trump is also likely during 
his visit to try to convince Saudi Arabia to 
recognise the state of Israel. 

Damascus,  SYRIA - Syrian interim 
P re s i d e n t  A h m e d  a l - S h a ra a  h a s 
appointed Osama al-Rifai, a moderate 
Muslim cleric known for having opposed 
now ousted ruler Bashar al-Assad, as the 
country's Grand Mu�i. Rifai publicly 
expressed opposition to Assad a�er anti-
government protests broke out in 2011. 
He was beaten a�er giving a Friday 
sermon that year when government 
forces stormed his mosque, beating and 
arresting people, and he le� the country 
not long a�er the incident.

Berlin, GERMANY - �e chairman of the 
organisation Turkish Community in 
Germany has criticised a coalition 
government agreement between the 
Conservatives and the Social Democrats 
for not including the issues of Muslims. 
"�e coalition agreement does not give 
enough data for migrants in particular to 
feel safe in this country. Muslims and Islam 

are almost never mentioned in the 
coalition agreement, or when they are 
mentioned, it is in a negative way in terms 
of security,” Gökay Sofuoğlu told Anadolu 
Agency.

Lagos, NIGERIA - President Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu has congratulated former Lagos 
S t a t e  A � o r n e y  G e n e r a l  a n d 
Commissioner for Justice, Alhaji Mosediq 
Adeniji Kazeem (SAN), on his emergence 
as President of Ansar-Ud-Deen Society 
Worldwide. �e President described 
Alhaji Kazeem's unanimous selection as a 
testament to his great leadership qualities 
and unwavering commitment to Islam. 
Tinubu said he had no doubt in the senior 
advocate's ability to advance the cause of 
the Muslim organisation in Nigeria and 
worldwide by using his experience.

Jeddah, SAUDI ARABIA - Saudi Arabia's 
sports minister Prince Abdulaziz bin Turki 
Al-Faisal has con�rmed that his country, 
Qatar and the UAE would stage “the most 
successful event in the history of rugby” if 
awarded the right to host the 2035 World 
Cup. Although Spain is the current 
frontrunner in the bid to host the event, 
insiders said Saudi Arabia - which will host 
the 2034 Fifa World Cup – is considering 
making an “audacious bid” to bring 
rugby's global showpiece to the Middle 
East for the �rst time. “We're interested in 
rugby, we're interested in developing the 
sport locally, so we created a federation 
to see what we can do to develop the 
sport,” Al-Faisal said.



by: Ebrahim Moosa – Palestine Information Network

Since March 18 alone, Israel’s intensified assault on Gaza has 
murdered over 1600 Palestinians, more than half of whom are 
children. An acute famine is imminent as all subsidized bakeries in 
Gaza are forced to close, with the full Israeli blockade on 
humanitarian aid and goods now entering its second month.

Israeli génocidaires have erased the city of Rafah from the map, 
completely destroying more than 90% of homes in the area.

Since the Israeli regime resumed its full-scale genocidal campaign on 
Gaza in March 2025, Palestinians are posting final messages and 
letters of farewell on social media.

“…it seems that we won&#39;t make it this time&quot; wrote one 
Palestinian. It`s only a matter of days, and everyone will be 
martyred.”

If there would be anyone to hear the Palestinians’ distress call, 
conceivably one would have imagined it to be Egypt, the only Arab 
country that shares borders with the Gaza Strip.

Yet, for a staggering 18 months, the rulership of this once-revered 
nation has remained inert—wavering between cold indifference to 
the cries of the Palestinian people and tacit complicity with 
Netanyahu’s genocidal machinery.

Egyptian officialdom has displayed rhetorical solidarity with 
Palestinians but it has simultaneously acted in complicity with the 
U.S., Israel, and other autocrats in their campaigns against 
Palestinians.

As members of the Muslim Ummah, and justice-seeking citizens of 
the world, we will no longer allow the well-worn Cairo ritual of 
issuing statements decrying starvation and humanitarian 
catastrophe in Gaza—while steadfastly avoiding the bold, 
consequential actions well within its means—to pull the wool over 
our eyes.

Egypt is one of the largest recipients of U.S. aid in the Middle East 
after Israel, receiving over $87 billion since 1946. The current $1.4 
billion in annual military aid began after the 1979 Camp David 
Accords, tying Egypt’s support to U.S.-Israeli interests.

After Hamas legitimately won the 2006 Palestinian elections and 
took control of Gaza, Egypt joined Israel in enforcing a siege on 
Gaza. The Rafah border crossing, Gaza’s only exit point not 
controlled by Israel, has been largely closed or tightly controlled by 
Egypt for the past 17 years, stifling the free movement of people 
and goods.

The Egyptian regime destroyed hundreds of tunnels under the 
Rafah border, which were Gaza’s key source of essential goods, fuel, 
and materials. It built massive steel and concrete barriers - both 
above and underground - to further seal Gaza off.

The Egyptian regime has suppressed journalists, doctors, and 
activists from supporting Palestine.

Around 129 Egyptians detained for pro-Palestine activism since 
2023 remain in regime prisons. Entry has also routinely been 
hindered or denied to international aid convoys attempting to 
deliver supplies to Gaza through Rafah.

Whilst the Rafah crossing was open, a company owned by Ibrahim 
al-Organi, an Egyptian tycoon and ally of Abdel Fattah el-Sisi was 
profiting to the tune of around $2m a day from desperate 
Palestinians fleeing the Gaza genocide. Organi’s Hala Consulting was 
charging Palestinians crossing from Gaza`s

Rafah to Egypt at least $5,000 per adult and $2,500 for children 
under 16. In just three months leading up to May 2024, the company 
is estimated to have made a minimum of $118m from Palestinians 
trying to leave Gaza. Following the January 2025 temporary Gaza 
truce, firms linked to al-Organi were again given control over which 
trucks could enter Gaza, charging up to $20,000 per commercial 
truck and extorting aid trucks before allowing them to cross.

In April 2025, Egypt presented Hamas with a fresh ceasefire 
proposal, which included a direct clause calling for Palestinian 
resistance groups to surrender their weapons before any deal could 
be struck with Israel. Egypt’s role as a mediator in Gaza ceasefire 
negotiations has been marked by duplicity and active connivance 
with Israeli interests, often pressuring Palestinians while shielding 
Israel from accountability.

As Gaza faces the undeniable prospect of full-scale extermination, 
Egypt bears a singular Ummatic, historical, political, and 
humanitarian obligation toward the Palestinians of Gaza.

A Muslim-led coalition of organisations and concerned individuals 
in South Africa Egypt has recently mobilised to embark on assertive 
action to emphasize upon Egypt its clear obligations toward Gaza: to 
open Rafah, to protect civilians, to prevent and not be complicit in 
genocide, and to ensure humanitarian assistance reaches those in 
need. It must also act to isolate the perpetrator—Israel—by cutting 
ties, supporting legal accountability, and refusing to shield or assist 
those responsible.

History will judge those who betray or fail to act. The Palestinians will 
remember, and Egypt’s inaction will have consequences that will 
reverberate within its own borders. The choices made now will 
define Egypt’s legacy positively, or as an accomplice to silence.
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by: Moulana Muhammad Hussain Noori 

Recently during an assembly of religious leadership at the National 
Palestine Conference in Islamabad, renowned Islamic scholars, 
Mufti Muneebur Rahman and Mufti Taqi Usmani, issued a 
compelling call to the Muslim world that jihad against Israel has 
become an obligatory duty for all Muslim states.

While speaking at the conference both of Pakistan’s most respected 
Islamic scholars voiced their disappointment at the lack of 
substantial action from the Muslim world in defense of the Al-Aqsa 
Mosque and the Palestinian people.

“What is the purpose of the Muslim armies if they do not engage in 
jihad to protect Al-Aqsa” they asked, questioning the passivity of 
states that possess vast military capabilities.

The conference, attended by influential scholars from across the 
country, concluded with an official declaration that echoed the 
stance of all the Muslims of Pakistan, in light of the ongoing 
aggression and the suffering of Palestinians.

A Call to Prioritize Action Over Symbolism
The scholars urged the Muslims to replace symbolic gestures with 
concrete action. They stated that instead of spending on non-
obligatory pilgrimages like Umrah, Muslims should consider 
supporting the Palestinian cause financially.  “We gathered in this 
same hall a year ago in solidarity, but conferences alone are not 
enough—we need real action. “They invoked the legacy of 
Pakistan’s founder, Muhammad Ali Jinnah, reaffirming Pakistan’s 
historical stance” Jinnah referred to Israel as an illegitimate state. 
Our position must remain firm, regardless of how powerful Israel 
becomes.” Pakistan, which gained independence in 1947, has 
consistently refused to recognize Israel’s statehood and maintains a 
firm position of non-recognition to this day.

Diverging Voices in the Muslim World
The conference’s fiery declarations align with a broader call by the 
International Union of Muslim Scholars (IUMS). Just days prior, Ali 
al-Qaradaghi, Secretary-General of the IUMS, urged Muslim 

countries to intervene militarily, economically, and politically to 
stop what he described as genocide against Palestinians. The 
statement, endorsed by 14 prominent scholars, also called for 
Muslim nations to reconsider their peace treaties with Israel, it is 
forbidden to sell weapons or facilitate its transportation to Israel, 
for Muslims in the West to pressurize leaders into taking principled 
stands and the failure to do so would result into a major sin. Despite 
this Egypt, Dubai and Turkey having the largest trade deals with 
Israel continue to trade with Israel.

As this call was met with opposition from Egypt’s Grand Mufti Nazir 
Ayyad, who dismissed the IUMS fatwa as “irresponsible.” He 
emphasized that issuing such significant rulings falls under the 
jurisdiction of legitimate, state-recognized religious authorities, not 
independent entities or individuals.  “Such actions could endanger 
the stability of Muslim societies,”  Ayyad warned.  “Support for the 
Palestinian cause must be rooted in wisdom, legality, and strategic 
action—not reckless declarations.”

The situation underscores a larger debate within the Muslim world: 
Who holds the authority to declare jihad, and what constitutes 
legitimate support for a cause like Palestine? According to classical 
Islamic jurisprudence, the right to declare jihad rests with legitimate 
political leadership, not with unaffiliated scholars or groups. Yet, 
growing frustration among Islamic leaders regarding the inactivity 
of Muslim governments continues to fuel such strong calls.

Despite the differing views, the National Palestine Conference in 
Pakistan clearly conveyed a shared sentiment—Palestine remains a 
moral, religious, and political priority. The scholars urged the 
government and the public to translate compassion into action, 
pushing for a united front in defense of the oppressed.

As the crisis in Gaza deepens, these discussions reflect a growing 
urgency within the Muslim world to define a meaningful and unified 
response—balancing faith, justice, and political realism in the face 
of ongoing atrocities.

By: Moulana Muhammad Hussain Noori
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by: Faizel Khamker

Main stream media and social media has been inundating its 
viewership and listenership with Donald Trump’s implementation 
of worldwide tariffs. This in economic terms amounts to a trade war. 
In any war there will be winners and losers. Who are the winners 
and who are the losers? This question needs to be clearly 
enunciated.

Basically, tariffs are a form of indirect taxation similar to value added 
taxation. This means that the end user ends up paying more for an 
item. It is interesting to quote Winston Churchill on this matter.

“I contend that for a nation to try to tax itself into prosperity is like a 
man standing in a bucket and trying to lift himself up by the handle. 
and “Taxes are an evil—a necessary evil, but still an evil, and the 
fewer we have of them the better.” It should also be borne in mind 
that taxation is a factor which leads to higher inflation.

The intent is to protect the industries of the country from unfair 
competition. An example can be made of the South African 
environment. There was a time when the clothing manufacturing 
sector in this country was a major player in the economy of the 
country. This industry was effectively wiped out when clothing 
items were bought in from China and elsewhere at a much cheaper 
price, largely due to the exploitation of workers in China and 
elsewhere, and the government of the day did not level the playing 
fields by imposing tariffs.

The tariffs imposed by Trump however, has another angle to it. 
Despite what is being touted that America is the strongest economy 
it is facing a major crisis. It has a national debt more than thirty-six 
trillion Dollars an amount which has increased by twelve trillion 
dollars over the past five years. Considering that other forms of 
trade wars i.e., sanctions and the reaction to it has forced many 
countries to reduce their dependence on the Dollar thus exposing 
the cracks in the American economy. The probable collapse of the 
American economy can be largely attributed to its policy of 
hegemony and pursuing a policy of white colonial settlements 

either directly or indirectly. These policies did not bring in the vast 
amount of wealth or control over wealth which morally belongs to 
others. America has therefore painted itself in corner and as a 
desperate measure in now wishes to impose these tariffs.

The world economy has evolved in a system of specialisation where 
one country specialises in one/or more fields in the economic 
environment and another country in others. They will then trade 
with each other exchanging goods for a price in what they specialise 
in. This system is skewed designed to favour the “rich” nations at the 
expense of the developing nations. A typical case is when the one 
country sells its mineral wealth for a paltry amount and then having 
to pay an excessive amount for the finished product. Another case is 
when the “rich” countries subsidise an industry to the level where 
the developing countries cannot as be given in the example of the 
clothing industry in South Africa above. The World Trade 
Organization (WTO) acts as a facilitator of these arrangements and 
it is known that all arms of the United Nations have been designed 
to favour a few. Furthermore, the WTO has a facility to mediate 
between its members on matters of trade dispute.

The fact that this has not been done begs several questions, the 
answers to these questions can only be answered by America. It 
however, points to the fact of showing disdain to the universal rules-
based law where there is a chance of being exposed to an 
unfavourable ruling.

The greater danger in the escalation of the trade war which we are 
witnessing is that it can lead to military conflict where the objectives 
of the trade war is not met or achievable. A prime example of this is 
the Opium wars between Britain and China.

It is thus clear that the ordinary person, more so the economical 
vulnerable is the ultimate loser whilst the corrupt and affluent will 
end up winning through their corruption and manipulative ways. 
We have seen that recently in the ridiculous movement of the stock 
exchanges around the world.
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 Symptoms and Natural 
Treatments

INFLAMMATION IN THE BODY: INFLAMMATION IN THE BODY: INFLAMMATION IN THE BODY: 

Inflammation is a natural response of the body's immune system to 
injury or infection. However, chronic inflammation can lead to 
various health issues, including arthritis,  diabetes, and 
cardiovascular disease.

Symptoms of Inflammation:
1. Pain and stiffness: Inflammation can cause pain, stiffness, and 
swelling in the affected area.
2. Redness and warmth: The affected area may become red, warm, 
and tender to the touch.
3. Fatigue: Chronic inflammation can lead to persistent fatigue and 
low energy.
4. Digestive issues: Inflammation in the gut can cause digestive 
problems, such as bloating, diarrhea, or constipation.

Natural Treatments for Inflammation:
1. Turmeric: Curcumin, a compound found in turmeric, has potent 
anti-inflammatory properties.
2. Ginger: Ginger has anti-inflammatory compounds that can help 
reduce pain and inflammation.
3. Omega-3 fatty acids: Omega-3 fatty acids, found in fatty fish, 
flaxseeds, and walnuts, can help reduce inflammation.
4. Dietary changes: Eating an anti-inflammatory diet rich in fruits, 
vegetables, whole grains, and healthy fats can help reduce 
inflammation.

5. Exercise: Regular exercise can help reduce inflammation and 
improve overall health.

Lifestyle Changes:
1. Stress management: Chronic stress can exacerbate inflammation; 
practicing stress-reducing techniques like meditation or yoga can 
help.
2. Sleep: Getting adequate sleep is essential for reducing 
inflammation and promoting overall health.
3. Quit smoking: Smoking can cause chronic inflammation; quitting 
can help reduce inflammation and improve health.

Reducing Inflammation through Diet:
In addition to the natural treatments mentioned earlier, 
incorporating anti-inflammatory foods into your diet can help 
reduce inflammation. 

Some examples include:
- Berries (rich in antioxidants)
- Leafy greens (rich in antioxidants and omega-3 fatty acids)
- Fatty fish (rich in omega-3 fatty acids)
- Olive oil (rich in anti-inflammatory compounds)
- Whole grains (rich in fiber and antioxidants)
By incorporating these natural treatments, lifestyle changes, and 
dietary modifications, individuals can help reduce inflammation 
and promote overall health and well-being.
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By: Hasina Sayed
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DA /PA Trip to Israel Exposes

 the Limits of 

Rainbow Nation Discourse
By: Mariam Jooma Carikci 

Media Review Network 

Just as relations between members of the fragile Government of 
National Unity (GNU) could not be more tense, news broke—via 
the Good Party’s Brett Herron—of the clandestine joint Democratic 
Alliance (DA) and Patriotic Alliance (PA) delegation visit to Israel. 
The same country that the South African government has taken to 
the International Court of Justice (ICJ), where preliminary findings 
showed that Israel’s military action in Gaza can plausibly constitute 
acts of genocide. The court also found that Israel’s occupation of the 
Palestinian territories is illegal and must be dismantled according to 
international law.

But is this visit out of sync with the values of the DA—and now the 
PA—and if not, how are we to contextualise the continuity of the 
parties’ pro-Israel/Western orientation?

Milton Shain, in his study on antisemitism in South Africa, highlights 
how during the 1930s the Aliens Act (1937) was passed to restrict 
Jewish immigration, amid fears of “Semitic over-representation” in 
commerce and the professions. “After the war, Malan, having no 
further use for anti-Semitic rhetoric and sensing its utilisation to be 
counter-productive, quickly reached a modus vivendi with the 
Jewish community.”

So, when the vote was extended to Jews by the National Party, it was 
not just a demographic consideration but a strategic manoeuvre to 
consolidate white power and neutralise dissent within white society. 
It also helped to co-opt economically influential minorities. This had 
an effect that remains imprinted on our political landscape today: 
that of Jewishness being securely white and South African. The 
extension of privilege came at a cost—but one that the increasing 
Jewish immigrant community was prepared to pay—the cost of 
accepting the logic of exclusion. In other words, accepting the 
supremacy of white rule.

Gideon Shimoni, in Community and Conscience: The Jews in 
Apartheid South Africa (2003), explains the utilitarian value of 
having Jews classified as white South Africans:

“Despite being socially suspect, Jews were fully enfranchised as 
whites in terms of political rights… By the time apartheid laws were 
passed in the 1950s, Jews were firmly incorporated into the white 
political class.”

Numerous studies on the creation of Jewish South African identity 
speak to the parallel use of Jews by the Nats and the 
acquiescence—and active complicity—of these "new whites" in the 
apartheid regime. Israel sold billions in arms to the apartheid 
regime, including missile boats, radar systems, and small arms. In 
1975, Israel and South Africa signed secret military agreements, and 
by 1979, they were jointly developing nuclear-capable missiles. 
Moreover, numerous declassified reports point to Israeli assistance 
in South Africa’s nuclear weapons programme.

By being included in the apartheid definition of ‘white’ and afforded 
its full privileges, the Jewish community’s political voting patterns 

changed—from traditional support for the United Party and smaller 
progressive parties to increasing support for the National Party. 
Data from suburbs in urban constituencies—such as Hillbrow, Berea, 
and Sea Point—which had significant Jewish populations, show how 
the NP made significant gains.

This historical context is important because it highlights the 
continuity of a strategy premised on a shared ‘white/Western’ 
identity between conservative white South Africans and the 
majority of the Jewish South African population, who are largely 
Zionist in orientation. Indeed, the moral cost of this alliance—still 
alive and well today—was addressed by Jewish activists Dennis 
Goldberg and Joe Slovo, both of whom sacrificed being part of a 
racialised Jewish community to fight for the principles of human 
equality.

In retrospect, we can say that the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission (TRC) offered a fig leaf of moral clarity, allowing 
perpetrators to simply verbalise their regret over apartheid and its 
deep-seated violence against Black South Africans. It helped 
assuage the consciences of apartheid’s beneficiaries without 
demanding redress for their complicity.

Jewish institutions like the South African Jewish Board of Deputies 
have always maintained a stance of political ‘neutrality’ while 
pushing for greater communal power for Jews within the white bloc. 
By keeping their political distance from the human rights abuses of 
apartheid, they could simultaneously use the history of the 
Holocaust to deflect criticism of their complicity.

So when the DA—and now the PA—choose to go to Israel in 2025, 
as the number of civilians murdered by Israel reaches over 50,000, 
including more than 250 journalists, it is not out of keeping with their 
historical legacy. Indeed, the most recent “fact-finding” mission 
follows that of DA leader John Steenhuisen, who visited Israel in 
2021. Then, too, his party justified the trip by claiming it was 
engaging with “both sides”—though no meetings with Palestinian 
leadership were documented.

Rainbow Nation discourse must be shunned for what it is—a Disney 
caricature of a “happily ever after” for those who live in a bubble of 
privilege and are trying desperately to hang on to it, even if it means 
doing so at the expense of human rights for all.

SMR
GROUP

Southern African Freight & Transport Co-ordination System

Baboo Moideen
Group CEO

P.O. Box 561451
Chatsworth,4030

Tel: 031 409 3319
Fax: 031 409 1751
Cell: 082 576 6955
e-mail:s.m.r@absamail.co.za
mmoideen@smrllogistics.co.za

07Zil Qad 1446 / 2025



When historians look back at Muslim rule in India, their perspective 
greatly shapes the way they present historical characters. Some 
people are seen as great and enlightened leaders, while others are 
ruthless tyrants. No one is more controversial than the Mughal 
Emperor Aurangzeb Alamgir, who ruled from 1658 to 1707.
By Hindus and Sikhs, he is seen as a cruel and ruthless emperor that 
restricted freedoms and imposed a religiously intolerant regime on 
the people. By Muslims he is seen as a devoted and religious-
minded just sultan. This article will look past the rhetoric about 
Aurangzeb to understand him as a Muslim ruler in a Hindu-
dominated country.
Background and Early Life
It is important when looking at the 49 year reign of Aurangzeb to 
understand his reign in context. The Mughals took power in India 
during the reign of Babur in the 1500s. Over 
150 years later when Aurangzeb took 
power, the Mughal Empire was at is pinnacle. 
It controlled the majority of the Indian 
subcontinent and was one of the wealthiest 
(if not the wealthiest outright) empires in the 
world.
Aurangzeb was thus born into powerful and 
cosmopolitan state with immense riches in 
1618. His father was the legendary Shah 
Jahan, the builder of the Taj Mahal in Agra. 
He was afforded the best scholars and 
teachers to educate him from a young age. 
As a young boy, he became well-versed in 
the Quran, the science of Hadith, and other 
aspects of Islamic sciences. He was known as 
a very enthusiastic reader. He read and wrote in Arabic, Persian, and 
Chagatai Turkic, the language of his ancestors. He was also trained in 
the art of calligraphy. Some of his calligraphic works are still in 
existence today.
Promotion of Islam
One of Aurangzeb’s main goals was to bring true Islamic governance 
to the Mughal Empire. Previous emperors, while all Muslim, had not 
all ruled according to Islamic law. His great grandfather Akbar, for 
example, regularly went against Islamic beliefs by adopting many 
non-Islamic religious beliefs and practices in his personal life as well 

disagreed with many of his fathers actions, considering them to be 
wasteful and extravagant. An example of his religious mindset was his 
criticism of the Taj Mahal, which was a tomb built by Shah Jahan for 
Aurangzeb’s mother, Mumtaz Mahal. Aurangzeb considered it to be 
against the religious laws of Islam to build a structure over a grave, 
particularly one that was so ornate and expensive. He declared “the 
lawfulness of a solid construction over a grave is doubtful, and there 
can be no doubt about the extravagance involved.” He also made it a 
point to publicly oppose excessive veneration of the graves of Sufis, 
as he noted that it was developing into a cult-like practice, away from 
the beliefs and practices of Islam.
In order to practice Islamic law in the empire correctly, Aurangzeb 

insisted on compiling Islamic law into a 
codified book that could be much more 
easily followed. He thus brought 
together hundreds of scholars of Islam 
from all over the Muslim world to 
organize such laws. The result was a 
landmark text of fiqh ( jurisprudence) in 
the Hanafi school, known as the Fatawa-
e-Alamgiri, meaning “The Religious 
Decrees of Alamgir”. It was known as the 
Fatawa al-Hindiya (الفتاوى الهندية) in the 
rest of the Muslim world and is well-
respected as a compendium of Hanafi 
law.
Using the Fatawa-e-Alamgiri as a 

guidebook, Aurangzeb sent officials throughout the empire to enact 
Islamic law and end socially corrupt practices. As such, alcoholism, 
gambling, and prostitution were combated by the imperial 
government. Taxes that were not in line with Islamic law were also 
abolished, a policy that was very popular with the Mughal Empire’s 
subjects.
To make up for the loss in tax revenue, Aurangzeb adopted a very 
simple lifestyle and did not live in a lavish manner as his father had. 
Royal traditions that he considered extravagant were abolished, such 
as court musicians and festivities on the emperor’s birthday.
                                                        http://lostislamichistory.com/aurangzeb-and-islamic-rule-in-india/

Rare Quran inscribed by Aurangzeb.
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URDU:
Will it get its due ever?

By Asad Mirza 

Last week, a Supreme Court bench’s observation on the use of Urdu, 
has once again opened a pandora’s box, on the treatment meted out 
to Urdu – a language of connoisseurs, but which has been appended 
to the Muslim community. As in the past, this time too, nothing 
worthwhile would come out of this development, as Urdu has been 
relegated to its current status by the Urdu lovers only.
A Supreme Court bench of Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia and Justice K 
Vinod Chandran while hearing a petition by Varshatai Sanjay Bagade, 
a former councillor of Patur in Maharashtra’s Akola district rejected a 
challenge to the use of Urdu on the signboard of a Municipality in 
Maharashtra.
Ms Bagade had challenged the use of Urdu, along with Marathi, on 
the nameboard of the municipal council. She had argued that the 
work of the Municipal Council can only be conducted in Marathi, and 
the use of Urdu is impermissible, even on the signboard.
In its observations the two judges referred to many oft repeated 
sentiments regarding the Urdu language.
The honourable judges while taking an extract from a Nazm by poet 
Iqbal Ashhar, noted that if Urdu was to speak for herself, she would 
say:
urdu hai mirā naam, maiñ ‘Khusrav’ kī pahelī
kyuuñ mujh ko banāte ho ta.assub kā nishāna
maiñ ne to kabhī �hud ko musalmāñ nahīñ maanā
dekhā thā kabhī maiñ ne bhī �hushiyoñ kā zamāna
apne hī vatan meñ huuñ magar aaj akelī, urdu hai mirā naam maiñ 
‘Khusrav’ kī pahelī
(Urdu is my name, I am the riddle of ‘Khusro’ Do not hold me for your 
prejudices I never considered myself a Muslim I too have seen 
happier times I feel like an outsider in my homeland today Urdu is my 
name, I am the riddle of ‘Khusro’)
The learned judges further rightly commented that any language 
can’t be described as a religion and to consider Urdu as a language of 
Muslims is a “pitiable digression” from reality and unity in diversity of 
India.
“Language belongs to a community, to a region, to people; and not to 
a religion. Language is culture. Language is the yardstick to measure 
the civilisational march of a community and its people. So is the case 
of Urdu, which is the finest specimen of Ganga-Jamuni tahzeeb, or the 
Hindustani tahzeeb, which is the composite cultural ethos of the 
plains of northern and central India. But before language became a 
tool for learning, its earliest and primary purpose will always remain 
communication,” the court said.
The court observed that the Patur Municipal Council had retained 
Urdu on the nameboard because many local residents understood 
the language. All the municipal council wanted to do was to make an 
effective communication, the court said.
The court said a Municipal Council provides services to the local 
community and caters to their immediate day-to-day needs. “If 
people or a group of people, residing within the area covered by the 
Municipal Council are familiar with Urdu, then there should not be 
any objection if Urdu is used in addition to the official language i.e. 
Marathi, at least on the signboard of the Municipal Council. Language 
is a medium for exchange of ideas that brings people holding diverse 
views and beliefs closer and it should not become a cause of their 
division.”

Apparently, the bench aptly surmised that, “The prejudice against 
Urdu stems from the misconception that Urdu is alien to India. This 
opinion, we are afraid, is incorrect as Urdu, like Marathi and Hindi, is 
an Indo-Aryan language. It is a language which was born in this land. 
Urdu developed and flourished in India due to the need for people 
belonging to different cultural milieus who wanted to exchange ideas 
and communicate amongst themselves. Over the centuries, it 
attained ever greater refinement and became the language of choice 
for many acclaimed poets.”

The court said that the fusion of Hindi and Urdu met a roadblock in 
the form of the puritans on both sides and Hindi became more 
Sanskritised and Urdu more Persianised. “A schism was exploited by 
the colonial powers in dividing the two languages on religion. Hindi 
was now understood to be the language of Hindus and Urdu of the 
Muslims, which is such a pitiable digression from reality; from unity in 
diversity; and the concept of universal brotherhood.”

The Court pointed out that the Constitution mentions 22 Indian 
languages in its 8th Schedule, which includes both Marathi and Urdu, 
and significantly, ‘English’ is not a language mentioned in the 
Schedule as it is not an Indian language.

The court further observed that the Hindustani language used by 
the masses is replete with Urdu even if one is not aware of it. “It would 
not be incorrect to say that one cannot have a day-to-day 
conversation in Hindi without using words of Urdu or words derived 
from Urdu. The word ‘Hindi’ itself comes from the Persian word 
‘Hindavi’.” it said.

This exchange of vocabulary flows both ways because Urdu also has 
many words borrowed from other Indian languages, including 
Sanskrit. Furthermore, Urdu words have a heavy influence on the 
judiciary, both in criminal and civil laws and in the police vocabulary, 
though recently many overzealous stater governments have given 
directives to state police forces to adopt Hindi or words from the 
official state language in official correspondence and FIR filing and 
reporting.

Words like; Mukaddama (case), Mulzim (accused), Ilzam (allegation), 
Ittila (information), Chashmdeed (eyewitness), Mustaghees 
(complainant), Jeb Tarashi (pick pocketing), Ferd Baramadgi 
(recovery memo), Adalat(court) to Halafnama (deposition) to Peshi 
(hearing date) abound in court and police correspondence.

Basically, the Three Language Formula of 1968 acts as the main villain 
against the use and spread of Urdu in India, in the name of promoting 
state languages of different states along with English and Hindi, as 
compulsory languages at school level.

The Urdu lovers have been giving similar response on these issues 
whenever rabble rousers raise banners against Urdu while 
promoting Hindi, but these forces are not ready to listen to any sane 
word in favour of Urdu. Thus, the observation by the two learned 
judges will also be forgotten very soon, while anti-India and anti-
Urdu elements will continue their tirade in absence of any collective 
response from the Urdu lovers of the country.

In its concluding remarks, the Court urged that our misconceptions, 
perhaps even our prejudices against a language must be 
courageously and truthfully tested against the reality, which is this 
great diversity of India, “Our strength can never be our weakness. Let 
us make friends with Urdu and every language.”
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He didn't enjoy living at his father's house, mainly because of the 
constant "nagging." "You're leaving the fan on when you exit the 
room." "The lights are on in the living room, and no one is there...Turn 
it off!" "Close the door properly." "Don't waste so much water." He 
didn't like how his father bothered him with those "little things." He 
tolerated it... until one day, he got a call for a job interview.”

As soon as I get this job, I'll leave this city. I won't have to hear my dad 
complain anymore," he thought. As he was leaving, his father gave 
him some advice: "Answer every question with confidence. Even if 
you don't know the answer, speak with certainty." And then he gave 
him more money than necessary for the interview.

When he arrived at the interview centre, he noticed there was no 
security at the entrance. The door was wide open—swinging 
outward and possibly disturbing people passing by. He closed it 
gently and stepped inside. On both sides of the path, he saw 
beautiful flowers, but the gardener had left the hose running. Water 
was spilling everywhere. He adjusted the hose and placed it where 
the plants actually needed watering.

There was no receptionist, but a note said: "Interview upstairs." He 
walked up slowly and noticed the lights in the staircase were still on, 
even though it was 10 a.m. Probably since the night before. He 
remembered his dad's voice: "Why are you leaving the room with 
the lights on?" Annoyed, yet thoughtful, he looked for the switch 
and turned them off.

Upstairs, in a large hall, many candidates were waiting. As he 
stepped in, he noticed the Welcome doormat was upside down. 
With a slight sigh, he fixed it. Old habits die hard. He saw the front 

seats were full while the ones in the back were empty. Several fans 
were blowing over empty chairs. Once again, his dad's voice echoed 
in his mind: "Why are the fans on where no one is sitting?" He turned 
off the unnecessary fans and sat in the back.

Candidate after candidate entered and left through another door  
nobody knew what was being asked.

Finally, it was his turn. He walked in nervously. The interviewer took 
his papers but didn't even look at them. He asked: "When can you 
start?" He froze. "Wait... Is this a trick question? Or... is he really 
offering me the job?”

The interviewer noticed his hesitation and said: "Wondering why 
we're not asking questions? Because we don't believe questions 
reveal a person's true nature. We believe in observing people's 
actions." "We tested everyone through surveillance cameras. Only 
one person closed the door, fixed the hose, turned off the lights, 
straightened the doormat, and shut off the fans.”

"That person... was you. That's why you're hired." In that moment, he 
realized that everything his father had taught him made sense. 

All the discipline he once resented was what helped him get his first 
job. The irritation vanished. He smiled, now was so grateful and 
decided: "I'm bringing Dad with me. We'll live together.”

What our parents generally tell us is for our good. They want to 
shape a brighter future for us. A rock doesn't become a sculpture 
without enduring the sculptor's chisel. To become people of value, 
we must accept guidance, corrections, and love. Which is exactly 
what our parents give us!

Courtesy: www.eislam.co.za
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It is related that a noted Muslim scholar Abdullah bin Mubarak, had a 
dream while he was sleeping near the Holy Kaaba in Makkah.

Abdullah bin Mubarak saw two angels' descend from the sky, and 
start talking to each other.

One of the angels asked the other: "Do you know how many people 
have come for Hajj this year?"

The other angel replied: "Six hundred thousand have come for Hajj."

Abdullah bin Mubarak had also gone for Hajj that year.

The first angel asked: "How many people's Hajj has been accepted?"

The second angel replied: "I wonder if anyone's Hajj has been 
accepted at all."

Abdullah bin Mubarak was grieved to hear that. He thought, "So 
many people have come from all over the world, crossing so many 
obstacles like rivers, jungles, desert and mountains, suffered so many 
hardships, and meeting so many expenses. Would their effort be 
wasted? Allah (I) does not let anyone's effort go to waste."

Abdullah bin Mubarak had thought only so far when he heard the 
other angel speak: "There is a cobbler in Damascus. His name is Ali 
bin al-Mufiq. He could not come for Hajj, but Allah (I) has accepted 
his intention of Hajj. Not only will he get the reward for Hajj, but 
because of him, all the Hajjis will be rewarded."

When Abdullah bin Mubarak woke up, he decided he would go to 
Damascus and meet that cobbler whose Hajj intentions carried such 
a lot of weight.

On reaching Damascus, Abdullah bin Mubarak inquired if anyone 
knew a cobbler named Ali bin al-Mufiq. The town people directed 
him to a house. When a man appeared from the house Abdullah bin 
Mubarak greeted him and asked his name. The man replied "Ali bin 
al-Mufiq."

Abdullah bin Mubarak asked: "What do you do for a living?"

Ali bin al-Mufiq replied: "I am a cobbler." Then Ali bin al-Mufiq asked 
the stranger's name that had come looking for him.

Abdullah bin Mubarak was a very well-known scholar of Islam, when 
Abdullah bin Mubarak introduced him self, the cobbler was anxious 
to find out why such a well known scholar was seeking him out.

When Abdullah bin Mubarak asked Ali bin al-Mufiq to tell him if he 
had made any plans to go for Hajj. Ali bin al-Mufiq replied, "For 
thirty years I have lived in the hope of performing the Hajj. This year 
I had saved enough to go for Hajj, but Allah (I) did not will it, so I 
couldn't make my intention translate into action."

Abdullah bin Mubarak was eager to find out how could this man's 
Hajj be accepted and blessed for all the people who went for Hajj 
that year when he didn't go for Hajj in the first place. While talking to 
the cobbler he could feel certain purity in his heart. Islam regards 
greatness not in wealth or in power, but in civility, in good manners 
and the goodness of heart.

Abdullah bin Mubarak further asked: "why could you not go on 
Hajj?" In order not to disclose the reason, Ali bin al-Mufiq again 
replied "it was Allah's (I) will."

When Abdullah bin Mubarak persisted, Ali bin al-Mufiq revealed: 
"Once I went to see my neighbour's house. His family was just sitting 
down for dinner. Although I was not hungry I thought my neighbour 
would invite me to sit down for dinner out of courtesy but I could see 
that my neighbour was grieved about something and wanted to 
avoid inviting me for dinner."

After some hesitation the neighbour told me: "I am sorry I cannot 
invite you for food. We were without food for three days and I could 
not bear to see the pain of hunger of my children. I went out looking 
for food today and found a dead donkey. In my desperation I cut out 
some meat from the dead animal, and brought it home so that my 
wife could cook this meat. It is Halaal (lawful or permitted) for us 
because of our extreme condition of hunger, but I cannot offer it to 
you."

Ali bin al-Mufiq continued: "On hearing this, my heart bled with 
tears. I got up and went home, collected the three thousand dinars I 
had saved for Hajj, and gave my neighbour the money. I too had to 
go hungry but that was to save money for Hajj, but I thought helping 
my neighbour during his difficult times was more important. 
Although I still desire to go for Hajj if Allah (I) wills."

Abdullah bin Mubarak was greatly inspired by the cobbler's story 
and told the cobbler of his dream.

Allah (I) is merciful and shows mercy to those who do likewise to his 
creatures. This act of compassion on the part of the cobbler was so 
pleasing to Allah (I) that it not only earned him the reward of Hajj 
but was extended to all the people who came for Hajj.

Hajj is a journey that can ignite the soul to be reminded of the time it 
was created and takes it beyond the dimensions of this life to the 
time it will meet the creator.

The sincere performance of Hajj can transcend a person's day to day 
life into a spiritual awakening of the highest magnitude. A successful 
Hajj experience connects us to our creator and the greater 
compassion of humanity.

The Pilgrimage to Makkah, is one of the essential elements of the 
Islamic faith. It is obligatory on all believers provided they have the 
financial capability and physical ability to endure the challenges of 
the pilgrimage.

The gathering of millions of faithful in Makkah during the days of 
annual pilgrimage, Hajj is a fulfillment of Prophet Abraham's prayer.

And remember Abraham said: "My Lord, make this a City of Peace, 
and feed its people with fruits, such of them as believe in Allah and 
the Last Day." Holy Quran (2:126)
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Baba Farid Ganj-e-Shakar R.A
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"It is not their meat nor their blood that reaches Allah. But 
what reaches Him is 'piety' from you. He has thus 
subjected them to you, that you may glorify Him for His 
guidance to you, and proclaim the good news to the 
righteous."

The essence of Prophet Ibrahim's ( ) intended sacrifice u
of his son Ismail (u), is the purpose of Qurbani. This is 
the primary purpose.

The act itself. So when somebody purchases an animal 
with this intention, keeps it for some time, pets it, builds a 
bond with it, then on the day of Eid, takes hold of a knife 
and slaughters it while declaring the intention and 
praising Allah, he fulfills the true purpose of the act.

Sure, sacrificing his wealth or putting together his 
pennies to buy the goat or sheep, is already sacrifice in a 
way. Many would pay some person, or organisation, to 
have this sacred act done on their behalf.

Today, with a few clicks on the phone, an electronic 
transfer could pay some group that advertises they 
would not only do the qurbani, on your behalf, but 
would also distribute the meat to the poor.

In these times most Charity is done this way. Saving time.
 
Convenience. These are most under consideration. The 
pluses are there, but so are the dangers. The donor very 
rarely gets to see the end results of his contributions. 
Sometimes they may not reach the target he hopefully 
was intending, or part if not all of it goes into the pockets 
of fraudsters. Ramadaan hampers often get into the 
hands of non-muslims or people who don't care to fast. 
Fitra is strictly for muslims but when not carefully 
dispensed ends up in the pockets of other people. If we 
muslims can only be careful and better organised just on 
the way we do Charity globally, it would impact on 
uplifting the ummah in no small way.

The sacrifice of Eid-ul-Adha should truly focus on making 
sacrifice as a submission to the command and will of 
Allah. This is what we have to promote. The qur'anic 
verse alludes to this. The 'piety' is about this. The 
charitable aspects such as the distribution of the meat 
and donating the animal skins are secondary.
Important to understand then that religion is not always 
convenient.
Sometimes it may impose actions that could cause 
personal inconvenience. But that is what Sacrifice is 
about. Sometimes there is loss. Much greater losses are 
referred to when Allah reveals the different means by 
which He tests us, recorded in al- Qur'an. Life itself is the 
big test or sacrifice, in Islam.
However, Wealth, is also a test or sacrifice. When 
somebody gives off his wealth to help the poor or to 
spread the Truth, it is a notable sacrifice. When anybody 
gives off his self, in Kindness, by serving or encouraging 
Good, against impending losses or personal danger, it is 
sacrifice.
Again, how times have changed! Everything is evaluated, 
assessed, even scrutinised on the basis of convenience or 
the degree of discomfort in it. So who wants to give up a 
comfortable bed in winter to pray before sunrise?
Likewise, why hassle on a holiday to get messed with 
animal blood and mud to do qurbani (perceived as cruel 
or gruesome to some, in any case), when you can give the 
money to some ABC Muslim Aid organisation who would 
do it for you?
By the way, who wants to leave his comfortable bed, 
prepare to get messed with his own blood, to fight 
against oppressors, the killers of believers and the 
defenseless? We hardly 'sacrifice' for Allah, but we 
sacrifice the command of Allah and the example of His 
Messenger ( ).r

We make excuses. From layman to scholar. Excuses. And 
that is why the 'piety' is not there anymore!

Come Join Our Party... Come Join Our Party... 
We Are Braaiing  'The Piety' !!!We Are Braaiing  'The Piety' !!!
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