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HAJ and Returning HOME

For many a returning Haji, the excitement felt as
the plane nosedives to meet the runway at O R Tambo,
and the image of the assembly of friendly faces and
embraces ahead, would strangely bring on a sense of
relief, (and butterflies), more than the landing at Jeddah
at the beginning of the journey.

Home sweet home!

The first sighting of the Ka'ba, the first circling
around it, the first sip of zam-zam, the first attempt at
Mounts Safa and Marwa, going to Mina, the big day at
Arafaat, the blessed Muzdalifa repose, pelting the
shaytaan, and finally the euphoria on entering the city of
the beloved Prophet i, suddenly blurs into the past.

Home sweet home!

Yet the whole Haj package (not talking about the
agent's one!) is about a home-coming of a different type.
Islam's 5th pillar is a journey into origins. Landmarks and
events mark the pilgrimage based on the recognition of
the Tauheed, the foremost principle of faith.

Home sweet home!

How strange! To undertake a lifetime journey to a
distant land just to seek a link to the primary declaration
of "there isno God except Allah."

But that in any case is the cornerstone of belief for
every muslim, anywhere, anytime.

Haj or no Haj. Actually, It can only begin to make
sense if you balance this with the awesome display of
faith demonstrated by the greatest act of sacrifice for the
sake of Tauheed, as was attempted by the noble
messenger [braheem <5,

His construction of the Holy Ka'ba, jointly with
the 'sacrificial' son Isma'eel’s help %48, signifying unity in
religion in the worship of the only God, Allah. The
concerns of Hajira, his wife, as she ran between the two
hills in her desperation for water and the emergance of
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zam-zam. The passion in the journey of life as Isma'eel
already content with his destiny, inspiring his father to
follow through his intention, as the cursed shaytaan
failed to detract their mission.

Yes, the pilgrim has to physically witness and
physically participate in the play that became
enshrined as Haj, and a pillar of Islam. For the pleasure
of Allah. And the stage is Mecca. Where it all began.

Home sweet home!

Then there is Arafaat, where the final
messenger, Muhammad #, gave his epic 'farewell
sermon', the place where Adam <& was forgiven and
also re-united with his wife, sign of the ultimate re-
union still to follow.

Arafaat means recognition. And what would
the whole Haj exercise be without that? Recognition.
Catching the point of the lesson. Recognition of
Tauheed? No! Recognition of the object of Tauheed...
ALLAH!

Home sweet home!

To know Allah. To recognise. To become close
to Allah. To love. Then worship Him as He should be
worshipped. With love. For He is the First (al-Awwal),
the Originator, the Source, the Origin, the Original.

"Inna Lillahi wa inna Ilayhi raaji'oon, Verily
from Allah and verily to Him that on returning."(Q)

Home sweet home!
Ali 4 described the journey "like how the
animals return to the watering place as the sun sets."
Home sweet home!

Welcome. Haj Mubarak! May your Haj be
accepted!
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THE KING OF YEMEN AND THE LAS T PROPHET :.....

PART 1

The incredible story of the King who sent a letter to
our Prophet # a thousand years before his birth,
seeking his intercession!

The following account is narrated in Al Mustazarf,
Hajjatullah "alal-Alamin' and in Tarikh ibne Asakir
and translated from an article by AbG Nar
Mohammad Bashrr.

Once the King of Yemen, Tab'a Awwal Hamir1, about
2,500 years ago, went on tour of his country and
those surrounding it. He was a very rich King indeed.
In his entourage he had 12,000 " Ulama, physicians
and learned men in addition to his army of 114,000
soldiers. Wherever they went, the procession of
these men and soldiers which marched in much
pomp and ceremony that people lined the roadside
to watch them, wherever they went and welcomed
them.

When the entourage reached the outskirts of
Makkah, no one came to see them or welcome them
to the town. This greatly surprised the King. He
asked his Chief Minister, “Wherever we have gone
people have gathered in droves to see and welcome
us. But not here. What is the reason?”

The Chief Minister replied, “Your Highness! There is
a House in this town. It is called Baitullah. The
people of this town and its Khadim have a great
respect for it. Our entourage has no comparison to it.
People in large numbers from places near and far
come for Pilgrimage to this House. In this town no
one will heed you or give you any importance. They
respect the holy House more than kings.”

Hearing this, the King was furious. In his anger, he
swore and declared, “I will bring this House to the
ground and have the people of this town killed.” No
sooner had the King uttered these words that blood
began spurting from his mouth, nose and eyes. The
blood was so foul smelling that his companions
moved away from him and no one would come near
him. He called upon his Physicians and doctors for
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treatment, but no one could help or treat him any
way. His condition got worse. He could not sleep at
night and kept on tossing and turning. He wanted to
get treated by any means and at any cost.

Amongst his entourage there was a physician who
was a God-fearing scholar as well. He came to the
King, inspected him, took his pulse and said, “O
King! Your illness is spiritual. Medicines will not work
on you. Did you intend to do anything bad or evil,
your Highness? If you did, He will pardon you and
relieve you of your misery and illness if He wishes
should you repent.”

Taking the Physician's advice, the King immediately
changed his evil plans to destroy the Ka'ba and to kill
the people of Makkah. No sooner had he repented
that the foul smelling blood stopped spurting from his
mouth, nose, and eyes. He was completely cured.
He was very happy for his recovery. He ordered a silk
Ghilaf for the Ka'ba to be made and a gift of 7 gold
sovereigns and 7 pieces of silk clothing for each of the
residents of Makkah. This was the first Ghilaf or
covering on the Ka'ba.

Having recovered, the King of Yemen then
continued with his tour. His entourage next arrived in
Madina al-Munawwara. The “Ulama in his group
had studied the Books that had been revealed to the
Prophets who had come before them. They took the
soil of Madina and smelled it and looked at the
features of the place. The signs of the place where the
last Prophet of Allah # would make his Hijra to, as
indicated in these Books, were all present here.
These “Ulama were overjoyed and made a
commitment to stay put in this town. They wished to
live in Madina and stated that if they were fortunate,
one day they would meet the Prophet é. But if they
didn't, the dust from the Holy Prophet's % sandals
would land on their graves. This at least, they
thought, would bring blessings and be their
salvation.

.......... To Be Continued
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ETIQUETTES OF QURBANI

ON WHOM IS QURBANI WAAJIB

The sacrificing of animals has been made waajib and
incumbent on the entire ummah. Rasulaliah #
Himself and all the Sahabah 4, Tabi'een, and the
whole Ummah from every country and place have
continuously fulfilled and up kept this waajib.

Qurbani is waajib on every muslim who is mature,
sane, mugim (i.e. Not a traveller) and possesses the
amount of fifty two and a half tolas of silver
(equivalent to 612,36 grams) or wealth equivalent to
that value in excess of one's basic (asli) needs.

In the case of Qurbani it is not necessary that this
amount be in one's possession for a complete lunar
year, like in zakaat.

THE DAYS OF QURBANI

The act of Qurbani is prescribed for three special days
- the tenth, eleventh and twelfth of Zil Haj. Qurbani
may be performed on any of these days, but the first
day is better.

SADAQAH OR CHARITY INSTEAD OF
QURBANI

There is no Ibadah more lovable in the eyes of Allah
Ta'aala during the days of Qurbani than Qurbani itself.
By giving the equivalent amount of Sadagah or
Charity during the days of Qurbani will not
compensate nor fulfill the Wujoob. One will always
remain sinful because of leaving the Waajib (Qurbani
is a unique Ibaadah). In the manner that salaat cannot
compensate for Saum, or Saum cannot compensate
for Salaat, similarly Sadagah or Charity cannot
compensate for Qurbani. The practices of Rasulallah
# and the Sahabah 4 are a testimony to this.

WARNING FOR THOSE WHO IGNORE
QURBANI

It is reported by Hazrat Abu Hurairah # that
Rasulullah # said, "that the person who has the means
of performing Qurbani but does not do so should not
e\l/en ():ome near our Eid Gah (where Eid Namaaz takes
place).

THE TIME FOR QURBANI

In towns where Jumma namaaz and the Eidayn are
performed, qurbani is performed after the Eid
Namaaz and not before. In villages where Jumma
Namaaz and the Eidayn's are not performed, Qurbani
may be performed after Subha Saadiq (true dawn) on
the tenth day of Zil Haj till the 12th of Zil Haj until
sunset. It is makrooh to perform Qurbani at night.

AGE OF THE QURBANI ANIMAL

A camel 5 years old.

A cow, ox and buffalo must be 2 years old.

A goat or sheep must be at least at least 1 year old.

A sheep that has reached the age where it is thought to
be 1 year old could be used for Qurbani.

Animals that are younger in age are not suitable for
Qurbani. If an animal seller says that an animal
has reached the required age, and outwardly there
is no sign to disprove it, then it is permissible to rely on
such a statement.

DEFORMITY IN A QURBANI ANIMAL

There are two kinds of deformity in a Qurbani animal, some
deformity in an animal prohibit Qurbani while other faults
does not affect the Qurbani at all.

UYOOB- E- MUKHALLA
Deformity which prohibit Qurbani

* Hornswhich are broken off from the root.

* Weakness which does not permit the animal to walk to the
place of slaughtering

Animals which are blind, squint eyes or limping.

I[f more than a third of the ear or tail of the animal is cut off.
An animal that was born without ears.

An animal without teeth.

An animal that has three or less legs.
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UYOOB-E-GHAIR MUKHALLA
Deformity which does not affect Qurbani

* Hornswhich are broken above the roots.

* An animal born without horns.

* Less than a third weakness visible.

* Limps but is able to walk on its own.

* If less than a third of the ear or tail is cut off.

* While slaughtering the animal jumps and thereafter
becomes injured or deformed.

MISCELLANEOUS MASAA'IL

Is an animal that has been selected for Qurbani gives
birth before it's slaughter, or while slaughtering a live
lamb or calf is born, then the newly born animal should
also be slaughtered.

A person may eat the meat of every Qurbani
slaughtered, be it a Waajib, Nafil or Nazr (mannat)
Qurbani.

Seven people are allowed to the part in the sharing of a
cow for Qurbani, providing each shareholder
contributes 1/7 towards purchasing the cow. If any of
the shareholders share is less than a 1/7 then no - one's
Qurbani will be correct, (even those who have given a
full share.)

* If seven people have a share in a cow or bull, then the
meat should be weighed and divided equally.

It is better to slaughter your own Qurbani yourself. If for
some reason or the other one is unable to slaughter,
then it is permissible to let someone else slaughter it.

It is preferable to be present when the animal is being
slaughtered.

*  Rasulullah # made Qurbanion behalf of his ummah.

* It is necessary that a person
performs Qurbani for himself/herself first,
thereafter if Allah has given him the means
he can perform Qurbani on behalf of
deceased relatives, minor children or
on behalf of Rasulullah &
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Q. Inform us of some excellence and rulings of Eid-

ul-Adha also known as Bagr-e-Eid Jazakallah?
A. A companion of the prophet # Hazrat Zaid bin

Argam £ states that one day some companions
came to the holy court of Rasoolullah # and queried
as follows: “Ya Rasoolullah what is the reality of
these sacrifices (of an animal) He # replied: This is
the tradition and sunnah of your great father
sayyiduna Ebrahim Khaleelullah =%, again they
asked: what rewards will be gained by theses
sacrifices? Then the beloved master #'said: there is a
reward in exchange for each hair/fur on the animal.

What Is The Tradition Of Nabi Ebrahim =5
Dear readers in'Islam, The summary of the blessed

hadith mentions that Ebrahim <& had a dreamon 3
consecutive nights to sacrifice the thing that is
dearest to him, he understood from this that he must
sacrifice his little son [smaeel <& who was just 7 or 13
years of age. When he expressed his understanding
to his wife and child, they agreed and with full loyalty
they let it go ahead. On the 10th Zul Hijjah he took
his little son to the valley of mina and laid him down
on his stomach rather than his back as he tried slicing
his son's neck the knife did not cut and Ismaeel &
was replaced with a ram Allah accepted this sacrifice
of Ibrahim &),

The Statement Of The Holy Quraan:
The glorious Quran has mentioned this incident:

“And when his son was old enough to walk with him
he said: O my son I have seen in a dream that [ am
slaughtering you (offering you in sacrifice to
Allah).So what do you think? He said: “O my father
do that which you are commanded if Allah wills you
shall find from those who are patient”. Then they
have both submitted themselves and he had laid him
prostrate on his forehead we called out to him: O
Ebrahim you have fulfilled your dream verily we
reward the good doers. Verily that indeed was a
manifest trial, and we ransomed him with a great
sacrifice (a ram) and we left for him (a good
remembrance) among the later generations. Peace
be upon Ebrahim.Thus indeed we reward the good
doers. Verily he was one of our believing slaves

(37:102-111)

4 Rias N

Super Meat

Quality at its Best
Centre

Alli's Shopping Centre
Shop 4-6 Circle Road
Eldorado Park

Tel: (011) 945-4786 Fax: (011) 945-6786

P.O. Box 395 Eldorado Park 1813 /

Page 4

Intention and sincerity is the centre of

everything . . s
Dear  friends in Islam this Qurbaan (sacrifice) is a

great means of guidance for people of Imaan till the
day of judgement. It is a reminder of the great
incident of Ebrahim s¢8 therefore the beloved
prophet £ stated that when sacrificing the animal do
so with full devotion. Allah has mention in the
Quraan” Allah only accepts the practices of the pious
ones”.

The purpose and wisdom of sacrificing
Sacrifice (qurbaani) in its outer appearance means to

sacrifice an animal in the name of Allah, However
the purpose of sacrifice is not merely sacrificing an
animal rather the spirit of sacrifice is that a slave of
Allah must be Allah consciousness and sincere Allah
Ta'aala states in the Holy Quraan: “The flesh and
meat does not reach Allah rather it is your piety and
consciousness of Allah that reaches him”.

In another part of the Quraan Allah addresses the
people of Imaan through the medium of Rasoolullah
#as follows: “Say (O beloved) to them that indeed
my-prayers, my sacrifices, my life and my death are
all for Allah the cherisher and sustainer of all
universe.” (6:162)

An urdu poet beautifully says: “Ay musalmaa sunny
eh huktah dares quraan meh hein azmatey Islaamo
muslim sirf qurbani meh hein”.

O Muslims listen carefully this point is.given in the
Quraanic lesson that the greatness of people lies only
in the Qurbaani (sacrifice).

Philosophy of sacrifice
Anything sacrificed in the path of Allah never

decreases but the reward continues to increase.
Therefore those animals (which are halaal to be
consumed) slaughtered in the name of Allah there is
continuous increase in their numbers. Hence those
animals not slaughtered in the name of Allah (i.e.
forbidden animals) their numbers keep decreasing.
eg. Cows, sheep and goats etc... Some give birth to
one child annually and others 2 or 3. So their
production is little with high consumption of their
meat that thousands are sacrificed in the name of
Allah many even die due to sicknesses however their
number still increases. Contrary to this a dog gives
birth to 5-6 and a pig to 10-12 offspring's. Their
production is a lot and consumption is a little yet their
quantity keeps decreasing. The answer to this is that
sheep etc... Are slaughtered in the name if Allah and
dogsetc... Are not.
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Madressah Time
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DARS-VL-FIQH

QURBANI

SOME RULES OF SLAUGHTERING

1.} Ensura thal the knife = sharmp.

2.} Let the animal lay on its ieft side allowing its face to be
lowards the Qibla.

3.} Itis Sunnah lo I'El:'le thla fr.dluudng Dua:

"'"ii’-'- i _,J' 'f.’,h}]_
e u}ﬁ-._-j' 'I-.-_'r-,ﬁ 1 L'-'-"_'i""-l‘-'---"-__
2R S 5 S eeen relng G S
b C:l'-gi‘_ﬁ'!_;.-j;@
v 05 iy 340
“to Waagaily Walliya Lifazi Foaloras Samawali Wal Arda
Hanifew wa Maa Ana Mral Mushrkesn
Innas Salzati Wanusuki Wamah Yaaya Wa Mamaal

Lital Rabbd Aslamesn,
Allshurnma lnnakas Walak ©

For me | have sal my face firmly and truly towards Him
wha created (he heavens and the earth and | am His along
{hanif} and never shali | ascribe pariners to Allsh

0 Altah this sacnfice is from You and for You

d4.) Then say s , .
"Bismilahi Alishu Akbar- b *5 & 1 7 -

And slaughter
5.) After slaughtnring read this ﬂua
S EXE I S RN
A\G2 B 210025 A A g )
b A=y Pia s
“Allshumma Tagabbal Minni Kama Tagabbatta Min

Khaleslka ibrahim Alay His Salaam Wa Habeabika
Muhammadin Swallal Lashu Aly Hi Wa Saiam®

-
!‘l'

"0 Allah accept from me (thes sacrifice) like you have
accepted from Your frisnd Ebrahim (A.S.) And your
beloved Muhammad (S AW)
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g)n ﬁlaugh'renn-g. for someone else tnEﬂ read
. I - r r . - : - - ’
.-L-'f*;,,-'ia"-i\i: <
"Aliahumma Tagabbal Min {meniion the persons nama) Kama

Taqabbara NVn Khodealka ELmhm &y His Salgam Wa
Habeabika Muhammad Sal Lal Laa Hu Alay i Wa Sallam,”

2 Ailah accepl from . . . (Menbion Ihe persons nama) this
sacrificelike you have accepted from Your friend Ebrahim
{A.5.) And Your beioved Muhammad (5 A W)

7.) Do not gkin the animal until it has cooled

8.) Do not slaughter an animal in front of other animais.
8.} Four veins should be clearly cut, The throatl,
windpipe, and the two jagular veins. Even if threa are cut
the meat would still be considered as Halaal.

MEAT OF THE QURBANI ANIMAL
It is preferable to divide the Qurbani meat into 3 partions:
1.} A portion for one’'s own use.
2.} A poerion for relatives and friends.
3.) A portion for the poor and neady
* However it s permissible (o keep all the meat or give all
away.
* Th: Qurbanl meal of shareholders should be distribulad
by weight and not estimation.
* It iz Haraam 1o sell the Qurbani meat

SKIN OF THE QURBANI ANIMAL

*The skin of the Qurbani animal may be kept for one's
personal use, such as Bnning the skin and using It as a
Musaliah or water bag elc.

* it the skin is sold, the money cannol be used for onesall -
it is Vaajib to give it awal as Sadaqgah

* A neady Muslim engaged in religicus activities
{organisations) may be given the skin as Sadagah Il is
preferable to dod this

* It is incorrect to give the labourers (wha skin the animal)
the skin, fat or unusabile flesh as payment for ther labour,
they musl be paid for thair labour in terms of cash,
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